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Dear Friends In Christ, 

Lent and Holy Week – I hope that you are being blessed by our mid-week Lenten services.  Hopefully, the 
dramatic monologues from the perspective of biblical characters who in some way encountered Jesus is a 
blessing to you.   Our April mid-week and Holy Week worship schedule and themes are printed for you  
below. 

4/06 – 6:30 pm and 7:20 pm – Wednesday – Lazarus 
4/13 – 6:30 pm and 7:20 pm – Wednesday – Mary 
4/21 – 6:00 pm and 7:30 pm – Maundy Thursday Last Supper Drama & Holy Communion 
4/22 – 6:00 pm and 7:30 pm – Good Friday – Crucifixion and Resurrection 
4/23 – No Saturday Night Service 

 
Easter – Our Easter theme is, He Still Moves Stones! We encourage you to extend at least three 
 invitations to friends who are without a church home to worship with us on Easter. Invite them to join you 
as we consider Jesus‘ authority and power to remove the obstacles in our lives that we believe are  
immoveable! Our Easter services are listed for you below. 

4/24 – 06:30 am – Jubilation Sunrise Service 
4/24 – 08:00 am – Jubilation Service 
4/24 – 08:30 am – Heritage Service 
4/24 – 09:30 am – Jubilation Service 
4/24 – 10:00 am – Heritage Service 
4/24 – 11:00 am – Jubilation Service  

 
Post-Easter Preaching Series – I think GPS technology is pretty cool. If you have one it can probably 
navigate you pretty close, if not exactly, to where you want to go. If you are like me, however, I have often 
wished that I had a spiritual GPS that would tell me precisely what God wants me to do in my life. While no 
such device exists, God does want us to seek and to know his will for our lives. Invite your friends to join us 
over the four weeks after Easter for a series by Michael Searcy titled:  
 

Beyond GPS: Knowing and Doing the Will of God! 
5/01 – Learning to Hear 
5/08 – Learning to Trust 
5/15 – Staying the Course 
5/22 – U-Turns Allowed 

 
A Special Meeting of the Congregation is planned for Sunday, April 10, at 9:15 am in the Heritage  
Sanctuary. The purpose of this brief meeting (Our goal is 15 minutes!) will be to vote on minor proposed 
changes to our congregation‘s constitution. The changes are available for you to read on our website, and 
there are hard copies available at the Welcome Center.  



 

 

Creating Connections  

Since December of last year I have offered some ideas on reaching out to neighbors and  

building a relationship with them.   It is through these relationships that we can develop the  

conversations that go beyond mere pleasantries.  We can share our faith journey.  T!LC families 

have been doing block parties within their own neighborhoods for years.   We as a faith  

community have a wonderful opportunity to share with our neighbors in Bellevue and beyond 

who we are at T!LC.  Encourage your neighbors and friends to come by for the 2
nd

 Annual Block 

Party on May 22
nd

.  There will be plenty of food, fun and fellowship.   
 

I love some of the current television shows such as ―Secret Millionaire‖ and ―Undercover Boss‖.  The common thread 

to each show is that an individual with power and money takes on another identity in order to visit different work cen-

ters or organizations to get a feel for what the ―common worker‖ experiences.  In most episodes you find the unsung 

heroes within these organizations highlighted.  These folks make sacrifices so that others may have a better life.  The 

fun begins when the boss reveals his/her real identity.  The boss or benefactor then tells the shocked  

individual how valued they are to the organization and are then rewarded in some manner.    
 

On any given day we have the opportunity to be an ―Undercover Christ Follower‖ within our home, 

office, neighborhood or community.  Our actions need not be heroic in nature, nor recognized on 

national television to have an impact.  Just living the life God calls us to live speaks volumes to 

the folks that we interact with on a daily basis. 
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YES!!  It‘s springtime!!! And yes, our children 
have forgotten all those boring but necessary 
safety guidelines that teachers poured into their 
heads last fall!  Now that our kids might be back 
walking to and from school and they are outside 
playing, teachers want, first and foremost, for 
our children to be safe out there!  And they always need help from parents 
and adults to remind and reinforce those safety guidelines at home.  Here‘s 
how to help your children be safe on the streets and in the playground. 
 

Be the example.  Children learn by watching others, so they won‘t be likely 
to look both ways before crossing the street if they don‘t see Mom and Dad 
doing it.  So make sure you set the example on how to be safe. 
 

Take the walk.  If your child walks to school, go along.  Look at the  
conditions.  Are there places to cross streets easily and safely? Are there 
crossing guards near the school?  Are drivers courteous?  Do they obey 
speed limits?  If the answers are no, consider finding a different route for 
your child. 
 

Explain the Whys of Safety.  Explain to your kids what you are doing when 
you follow a safety rule, like looking both ways before crossing the street.  
This will help your child to understand how you decide when it is safe to 
cross. 
 

Create family playground rules. Children will be more likely to follow rules 
that they had a hand in creating. Sit down with them and discuss what they 
think they can do to stay safe on the playground.  Your kids will likely come 
up with the big no-nos on their own, such as pushing, horse playing and 
fighting. You can prompt them to add less obvious ones such as follow the 
teacher's directions. 
 

Pray for the safety of our children and teachers:  Dear Lord, I pray that you 
will provide safety for the children in our schools.  Protect them as they ride 
the bus, travel by car, or walk to school.  Keep them safe on the playground 
and as they play outside.  Bless our schools and guide our teachers and 
administrators to make schools places of safety in education.  Amen. 

Prayer for 

Schools 

Thank You T!LC 

Dear TLC Family -  There are no words 

to adequately describe our sincere  

appreciation for all that has been done 

and continues to be done for Janessa 

and our family during this difficult    

journey.  Your outpouring of love, 

prayers, and support cannot be    

measured.  It was overwhelming to see 

all of the people come forward to offer 

a helping hand.  We were left speech-

less many times and teary eyed as 

well.  Every one of you touched our 

hearts by your generous acts of      

kindness, whether it was a meal, a call 

a book or blanket or a card or visit – for 

all of these things and with heartfelt 

emotions you can‘t see. . . WE THANK 

YOU!!  May God Bless You and Keep 

You Safe.  We will never forget all that 

this wonderful church family has done 

for us.  The beautiful prayer service, 

the generous monetary donations, the 

volunteers who helped make every-

thing happen – it all was and is so very 

special to us.  The love and support of 

the family of TLC is extremely dear to 

us.  We are so blessed.  Thank you so 

much. 

With loving thoughts, Charlie, Brenda, 

Kylee, Brady & Aubriana Batchelor and 

our shining star JANESSA 



 

 

Vacation Bible School – Your Opportunity to bring Jesus to Kids! 
 

An Appeal to Men – Our Boys Need You!! 
 

As a single parent having raised a son to adulthood, I tend to follow the impact of trends 
in education on boys.  Recent research by Ali Carr-Chellman, an educator who studies 
the most effective ways to teach kids, shows that today‘s elementary school culture is not 
one that most boys embrace.  That culture includes zero tolerance, a compression of the 
curriculum, and no child left behind.  The result is an environment where children are  
expected to start first grade already able to read books, and teachers have no choice but to have kids sit all the 
time and learn so they can achieve instituted goals.  This environment can be particularly difficult for boys.  But 
then this fact really hit me hard: in the last 10 years the number of elementary school male teachers has been cut 
in half - from 14 percent to 7 percent.  What‘s the problem with this?  First, our boys have almost no exposure in 
school to role models who show that it‘s ok for men to be smart.  In addition, the lack of a strong male presence in 
school changes how schools handle the behavior of boys.  Essentially, today‘s elementary school culture does not 
include enough positive male role models for boys to emulate and create in them a desire to learn. 
 
This is where you, the men of T!LC, come into play.  I am appealing to you to help fill that void in our boys‘ lives.  
Will you help?  How can you help? By putting yourself in situations where you can interact with our boys.   
Situations like what?  Consider volunteering to help out at Vacation Bible School.  You don‘t need to be in charge 
of anything or lead an activity.  You see, your presence alone will have a positive influence on the behavior of 
boys, who are just wired to respond to and obey guidance from a man.  I know your time is valuable, but I ask you 
to prayerfully consider making this commitment.  Our boys need you, and in return they will give you much more 
than you can possibly imagine. 
 
Blessings, 
Karen Harned 

THE HUNT IS ON! 

Springtime is here, and isn‘t it wonderful?  And if it is Spring, that means…………… 

you guessed it, it is time for the T!LC annual Community Easter Egg Hunt, scheduled for 2pm on 
Saturday, April 16

th
 at Lakewood Villages Park, located just south of 370 and 48

th
 Street, right be-

side Bellevue Elementary School!   

We are in the midst of preparing for the hunt, and we continue to need donations of individually wrapped pieces of 
candy to fill the plastic eggs.  Drop off your donations, as well as stuffed eggs, at the basket in the church lobby.  We 
will have our last egg stuffing party on Saturday, April 9

th
 from 9am to noon in the Chain Reaction Room.  And we en-

courage our entire T!LC family to come out to the hunt on April 16
th
 for a community celebration as we gather and share 

in watching hundreds of children scramble after thousands (!!!) of eggs scattered throughout the park!  Thanks for your 
generous support to this remarkable community outreach.  I look forward to seeing each of you at the Hunt!  
 

If you have questions or want to help with the hunt in some way please contact Karen Harned at  
harnedco@hotmail.com  

Creating Connections Continued... 
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First Presbyterian Church Bellevue and Thanksgiving Lutheran Church Bellevue present  
 The Hastings College Bell Choir 
 3:1 (Bell Quartet 
 String Quartet 
 
 Friday April 8, 2011 
 7:00pm 
 First Presbyterian Church 
 1220 Bellevue Blvd South 
 Bellevue NE  
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MISSION MOMENTS from Pastor David 

Mission.  What is our mission statement by the way?  Our mission is to reach out 
and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

T ! L C  N O T E S  

From Serve Day to Mission Quests!! 
 

Serve Days have certainly helped us discover where we can best apply our God-given talents to lead missional lives 
and make mission a daily part of our lives.  But Serve Day also has its limitations:  there are only two Serve Days a 
year; those dates don‘t fit everyone‘s schedule; you can only try one service opportunity on Serve Day; and Serve Day 
didn‘t always coincide with a mission partner‘s scheduled event. 
 

To address these challenges and better meet our goals, we are transforming from Serve Day to Mission Quests –    
multiple separate serve opportunities throughout the year.  Mission quests will allow us to better serve our mission   
partners at times that meet their needs, and allow you to experience more and different serve opportunities to find the 
best places for your talents in God‘s Kingdom! 

 

How will you find out about Mission Quests?  Just like Serve Day, you will see announcements 
in the weekly Messenger and monthly newsletter, on the T!LC website, and also Mission       
Moment videos and announcements during services.  And you will be able to register for quests 
by filling out a form similar to what we used for Serve Day. 
 

Your job is to be on the lookout for Mission Quests that fit your skills and interests.  One of our 
first Mission Quests will be on Saturday, May 14

th
, when you can help Mosaic residents plant gardens to begin growing 

their own food.  Watch for more detailed information in the next few weeks.  Begin planning on how you can help - we 
will need gardeners for the event, as well as plant donations.  Additional Mission Quests might involve spending time 
with the elderly at a nursing home, sorting donated goods at Heartland Family Services, building a Habitat for Humanity 
house, wrapping Christmas presents for North Omaha kids, serving at Open Door    Mission, or participating in a Kids 
Against Hunger event.  So the quest is on, for you to discover where God wants you to put those talents He gave you to 
do the best for Him! 

I would like to thank Thanksgiving! Lutheran 
Church for allowing Austin and me to be a 
part of the recent mission trip to the Domini-
can Republic.  We had a wonderful  
experience.  I really had three reasons for 
wanting to go on this trip.  The first is that I 

feel we as Christians are called to serve those who are less 
fortunate then we are; whether that community is next door 
or 2,000 miles away.  Austin is a junior in high school.  I 
wanted to do a father-son-bonding thing before he leaves for 
college in 18 months.  The third reason is this; my children, 
like many of yours have never really been without.  If they 
need shoes or new clothes or food, we buy them what they 
need.  Again, before he goes off to college, I wanted my son 
to experience the poorest of the poor. 
 

I think all three things were accomplished.  Austin and I had a 
good time together and I know he got to experience what 
extreme poverty looks like.  I never realized how much Austin 
likes little children.  He was like  the Pied Piper for chil-
dren.  Everywhere we went children flocked to him.  He espe-
cially bonded with a little boy named Carlo in the village of 
Esperanza.  Another highlight of the trip for me was seeing a 
family receive a new home.  We saw where they were living 
and how happy they were to get a new 16 x 16 ft block 
home.  
 

Andrew Kliewer 

The North Omaha Center for Healthy Families  
 

An early intervention and prevention program of       
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska, is modeled after 
successful Centers already established in Council 
Bluffs and Fremont.  Center services are generally   
offered at no cost thanks to the generosity of          
community partners, grantors and donors.         
Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church is on of the many    
donors/supporters! 
 

The Centers have established that given essential skills 
and support, highly stressed parents and caregivers 
with limited resources will create healthier                
environments for their children, reducing the likelihood 
of child abuse and neglect. 

 

Some of the programs this facility offers are listed    
below: 

 

Young Families Incentive Program 

Pregnancy and Adoption Counseling 

Family Life Education and Support 

Early Childhood and Young People’s Therapies 
(ages 0-21) 
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The Life of Discipleship:   Walking in the Covenant, building the Kingdom 

Prayers to Expand the Kingdom of God 
Pastor Bruce L Kotila 

 

We have been learning over the past couple of years that, as a result of our covenant relationship with 
God, we have been granted authority and power to fulfill our responsibility to expand the kingdom (reign 
and rule) of God in the world around us.  One of the primary ways that we do that is through prayer.  We 
pray for God to move in the lives of people and their circumstances, asking, or pleading, for healing,     
financial provision or a host of other needs.  We sometimes believe that God will actually answer,     
sometimes not.  We can do better. 
 
One of the forgotten truths of the creation account in Genesis 1 and 2 is the fact that we have been given 
―dominion‖ over all the earth.  We were in fact commanded to ―subdue it; and rule over…every living thing 
that moves on the earth‖ (Genesis 1:28).  Likewise, Jesus has called us to be His ambassadors, and by 
His authority we are to represent Him to the world around us.  It is an authority that comes to us by virtue 
of our being ―in Christ‖ and finds its expression as we seek to accomplish God‘s will and purposes upon 
the earth. 
 
This truth should impact the way that we pray.  In his book, Authority in Prayer: Praying with Power and 
Purpose, Dutch Sheets walks us through the Biblical foundation for our authority and then applies this 
truth to several areas of life.  The book is intensely practical, well illustrated and will definitely bring you 
into a place where you can pray with greater authority for your spouse, children, un-churched neighbors 
and the challenging circumstances of life.  You will be encouraged to pray more and with more authority.  
This month I would invite you to read Sheets‘ book and then join us for one or both of the following prayer 
events. 
 
 
April 11 Forty Days for Life- On Monday April 11th Thanksgiving! will be providing the prayer coverage 
from 8 AM to 8 AM Tuesday morning for the Forty Days of Life event here in Bellevue.  Forty Days for Life 
is an inter-church initiative that is praying to end abortion here in Bellevue and throughout our nation.  We 
are encouraging individuals, couples and maybe even families to pray, on site if possible, in one hour 
blocks of time.  This is a great opportunity to take a stand for life.  For more information contact Pastor 
Bruce or visit their website at 40daysforlife.com.  To sign up for the prayer vigil, contact Barbara Gray in 
the church office at 402-292-2695 or send her an email at discipleship@thanks-giving.org. 
 
 
April 17 Worship, Abide, Pray- This monthly event held in Thanksgiving!‘s Heritage Sanctuary from 6:30
-8:30 PM is a great opportunity to spend time in worship of our great and glorious King, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to pray. It is a special time to receive prayer, to intercede for others and to ―abide‖ in God‘s 
presence.  Come for 30 minutes, come for an hour or come for the whole time and experience the        
renewing power of God‘s Holy Spirit. 
 
Prayer is one of the highest privileges of the Christian life.  It is also a vehicle whereby we can change the 
events of our world.  Let‘s grow together as people of prayer and experience the authority and power that 
is ours by virtue of our being in ―Christ.‖  May we experience the resurrection power that we will celebrate 
on Easter Sunday in our daily walk with Jesus. 

mailto:discipleship@thanks-giving.org


 

 

WHAT MAKES YOUR HEART BEAT FAST?   
 

BEGINNING MAY 1
ST

 AT THE 9:30 HOUR ON  

SUNDAY MORNINGS  
 

For 6 weeks, we are going to study, ―What does God 

expect of us?  The Hole in our Gospel,‖ written by  

Richard Stearns, CEO of World Vision  
 

If you have children, we encourage you to worship to-

gether at the 8: 15am or 11am and attend Sunday 

school at the 9:30 hour.  You can pick up the book by at 

any bookstore.  We will also have books available the 

first day of class. 

Questions: Contact Pastor David Witkop at  

pastordavid@thanks-giving.org 

P A G E  6  T ! L C  N O T E S  

Baptism Class will be held on  

April 17, 2011.  11AM 
This class is required before 

scheduling a baptism.  Please  

contact the church office at  

292-2695 or send an email to  

discipleship@thanks-giving.org to 

register for the class. 

Questions:  

Contact Pastor Bruce Kotila 

NEW CLASS!  

BEGINNING APRIL 3 AT 9:45AM 

HERITAGE SANCTUARY 
Hearing God‘s Voice through Your Dreams-  The Bible 
is replete with examples of God speaking to His  
people through dreams and visions, communicating 
promises, visions for ministry, warnings and potential 
blessings.  Yet most of us don‘t have any expectation 
that God will speak to us in that way.  Join Pastor 
Bruce on April 3 at 9:45 AM in the Heritage Sanctuary 
for a 3 week study that will introduce you to a process 
whereby you can begin to hear God‘s voice by  
interpreting your own dreams.   

For more information contact Pastor Bruce  
402-292-2695 x308 or  

discipleship@thanks-giving.org 

After two weeks of instruction and personal study, the 

following young people are celebrating their First  

Communion. 
 

GOD’S BLESSING ON THESE  

YOUNG PEOPLE! 

Lisle Babcock 

Kyla Balaberda 

Connor Brockhaus 

Trevor Borer 

Akela Dramse 

Blake Friedenbach 

Tanner Friedenbach 

Ryan Getty 

Erin Haeder 

Alysen Hansen 

Erik Hansen 

Danny Heller 

Jayden Henry 

Hunter Marz 

Morgan McArthur 

Jordyn Rippe 

Colby Rohn 

Ainsley Smith 

Noah Turnipseed 

Joshua Velehradsky 

 

KAH Walk-A-Thon 
Come join us for the 1

st
 Annual T!LC 

Walk-A-Thon for Kids Against Hunger 

on Sat, Apr 30
th

, 8-11am at the Wal-

nut Creek Rec Area.  Get registration 

forms and sponsorship information at 

the KAH Walk-A-Thon table in the 

lobby.  Registration is $5 per family and all money 

raised will go toward our church-wide  

packing event in July.   Following the walk, relax and 

join us for some good ole-fashion T!LC  fellowship and 

refreshments.   DON‘T MISS THE FUN and HELP 

FEED THE HUNGRY! 

Women of Faith Conference— ―Over The Top‖ 

August 12 & 13, 2011 

Quest Center, Omaha 

Cost is $89.00 this includes both days! 

Register online at gps.womenoffaith.com.  Select 

Alene Schlange’s group. 

Questions call Alene Schlange at 402-292-7470 

or aleneschlange@yahoo.com  

mailto:discipleship@thanks-giving.org
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UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 

Monthly Stewardship 
Through the month of February our ex-
penses were 6.60% under plan, weekly 
contributions were 2.18% above plan 
and other revenue was 2.44% under 
plan which resulted in a positive cash 
flow of $9,671.16 with a plan of a nega-
tive $3,439.  Thank you for your faithful 
financial stewardship. 
 

Building Fund 
The capital campaign (Building Fund) 
launched May 1, 2010.  Estimates of 
giving received were; 148 estimates of 
giving for $317,122 over a 2-year pe-
riod.  Our goal was $500,000.  Actual 
Contributions received through Febru-
ary 2011 were $154,511 or 48.7% of the 
estimates of giving. 
 

Four projects are already complete; we 
have replaced the original roof at the 
South Campus facility, upgraded our 
phone system, repaired the lighted sign 

at the South Campus, and completed a 
church sign on the corner of 36

th
 St and 

Hwy 370.  We are in the process of 
upgrading the Heritage Sanctuary 
sound system and installing media ca-
pability. 
 

Special Offerings 
All of our Lenten offerings will be given 
to support the Sarpy County Habitat for 
Humanity.  The special offering to sup-
port Kid‘s against Hunger totaled 
$5,364. 
 

Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the ability 
to receive electronic funds transfers 
(EFT) through a program called Simply 
Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe and 
reliable electronic funds transfer pro-
gram sponsored by Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans.  Check out our website 
for a link to enroll in Simply Giving. To 
enroll go to our website (www.thanks-

giving.org) and click on Simply Giving 
under the member quick links at the 
top of the home page. You can also 
contact our Simply Giving Coordina-
tor, Harold Carlson at the church of-
fice at 292-2695 or harold@thanks-
giving.org for more information about 
the Simply Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you know, 
have a reliable automobile that could 
be donate to T!LC?  We continue to 
receive requests from families in need 
of reliable transportation.  Please con-
tact Harold Carlson at the church of-
fice for more information. 
 
If you have any questions, comments 
or concerns please feel free to e-mail 
me at harold.carlson@thanks-
giving.org, call me at the church or 
stop by my office. 

Dudley Allen & Kim Moss-

Allen 
4509 Anchor Mill Rd 

Papillion NE  68133 

(402) 291-7887 

dallen@novia.net 
 

Phillip & Lisa Andre 

(Siovhan, Jolten, Treyton) 

3102 Lonetree Rd 

Bellevue NE 68123 

(402) 293-9255 

jsband@cox.net  
 

Jim & Sarah Biermann 

56801 245th Street 

Glenwood IA  51534 

(712) 527-4060 

biejf@msn.com 
 

Dick & Kathy Biermann 

108 N Chestnut St 

Glenwood IA  51534 

(712) 527-4983 

kabiermann@q.com 
 

Julie Boeshart 
10402 Lewis & Clark Rd 

Bellevue NE  68123 

(402) 216-1299 

boeshartj@hotmail.com 

 

Dave & Denise Boever 

(Lauren, Ryan) 

13907 Rahn Blvd 

Bellevue NE  68123 

(402) 884-4098 

dboever@cox.net 
 

Bob & Lynn Brekke 

303 Longwood Dr 

Papillion NE  68133 

(402) 779-8747 

lynn@lynnbrekke.com  
 

Ray & Pamela Clark 

(Jennifer) 

2702 Century Rd 

Bellevue NE  68123 

(402) 293-7620 

arkpam@hotmail.com 
 

Jeffrey & Brenda Coleman  

(Preston) 

2327 Hanscom Blvd 

Omaha NE  68105 

(402) 350-5010 

brenda.coleman@cox.net  
 

Tom & Ingrid Furby 

807 Auburn  

Papillion NE  68046 

(402) 592-8668 

ifurby@cox.net 

Welcome T!LC New Members 
Michael Hicks 

303 Longwood Dr 

Papillion NE 68133 

(402) 203-3430 

mhicks@bastila13091.com 
 

Steven Sauer 

8703 Meadows Parkway 

Omaha NE  68138 

(402) 212-9159 

Steven.sauer@cox.net 
 

Greg & Carla Schneider 
(Annaliesa, Nolan,  

Curtis, Grant) 

13310 Tregaron Dr 

Bellevue NE  68123 

(402) 933-8847 

carla3266@cox.net 
 

Curt & Amy Turnipseed 

(Noah, Jadyn) 

3223 Comstock Ave #3 

Bellevue NE  68123 

(402) 517-5115 

caseed1@yahoo.com 
 

Kyle Wederquist 

(Sarah, Collin) 

12738 S 38th St 

Bellevue NE  68123 

(402) 203-0200 

Kwederquist@yahoo.com 

Cathy Wilson 

1290 Peterson Dr 

Omaha NE  68130 

(402) 290-9058 

Cathy.wilson@blackhillscorp.com 

 

Mike & Pam Wise 
3011 crystal Dr 

Bellevue NE  68123 

(402) 306-6453 

pamwise50@gmail.com 

T ! L C  N O T E S  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/
mailto:harold@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
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T !LC  CARE MINISTRIES  

For Care Ministries  
Assistance . .  

During Church 
Office Hours:   

Please call 402.292.2695 

All Other Times:   
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice  
mail number 402.292.7633 and leave 
a message.  You will be contacted by 
a Care Ministries staff person or a 
pastor.  This number is checked four 
to six times daily. 

 

Are you in 
need of 
prayer?  James 5:13-16 commands us to 
call for the elders of the church to pray over 
us.  Healing Prayer Team members are 
available in the Prayer Chapel every week-
end immediately following each service. 
You are invited and encouraged to come for 
healing and other personal prayer needs. 

The Power of God in 

Prayer! 
 

“I tell you to believe that you 
have received the things you 
ask for in prayer, and God 
will give them to you.”  
(Mark 11:24 ISB) 

One -to -one Christian care to 
individuals in our congregation 
and community who are facing a 
crisis or life challenge such as 

bereavement, hospitalization, a terminal illness.  
We also provide care to those who are sepa-
rated, divorced, unemployed, relocated, or who 
are experiencing a significant trial or storm in 
their lives.  
 

For information, call Vicar Susan Westland, 
Parish Care Ministry Coordinator at  
402-292-2695. 

Stephen Ministry 
God’s Love In Action 

Jesus runs after us when we are lost – Luke 15:3-7 
Vicar Susan Westland 

 

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 Ȱ3ÕÐÐÏÓÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÓ Á ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ÓÈÅÅÐ 
and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and 
go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it 
on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors  
ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȭ2ÅÊÏÉÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅȠ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÍÙ ÌÏÓÔ ÓÈÅÅÐȢȭ 7 I tell you that in 
the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.  
 

As Easter approaches us this month I pray that your Lenten journey has been filled 
with the wonderment of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  I pray that this Lenten season you 
have had the opportunity to ponder how much our Father in heaven loves you.  Do 
you know how much you mean to him, how much he sacrificed for you?  Our Father in 
heaven looked down upon us and saw our brokenness and it broke his heart.  In his 
unending mercy and love he sent his one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to come and die a 
brutal death on the cross for us.   

 

I recently met with a young woman who was brand new to the faith and wanted to know more about who God 
was.  She had lived a hard life, offering several times that she had been a “bad kid” growing up and she was 
now looking for answers to life’s deepest questions.  As I sat there, I sensed a yearning deep inside of her  
asking if God is real, and if he is real, “can he be real for me?”   
 

I felt as if Jesus was telling me that he had been running after her for years, calling to her, beckoning her to 
come and sit at his feet and let him love her.  Luke 15:3-7 tells the story we all have lived when we fall short 
and walk away from the safety of our Shepherds green pastures.  
 

It was so exciting to sit at the foot of the cross with this young woman and watch Jesus reach out and touch 
her heart with his healing hands.  She made a decision that day to reaffirm her baptism and to rededicate her 
life to Christ as he was once again claiming her as his own.  I sensed her life would never be the same again.  
When was the last time you sat at the foot of the cross and looked up into the eyes of your Savior?  If it has 
been awhile and life seems overwhelming I invite you to take a moment and step into his arms, feel the  
gentleness of his love, let his grace flow upon you, and be renewed.   
 

Our Savior invites us to come to him and find rest.  In Matthew 11:29 Jesus invites us to, Ȱ29 Take my yoke upon 

ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅȟ ÆÏÒ ) ÁÍ ÇÅÎÔÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÒÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÏÕÌÓȢȱ       
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FROM CONNIE……… 
Don‘t you love decorating for Easter?  The colorful Easter eggs and pictures of the friendly, Easter Bunny are fun decorations 

to put up. (Who doesn‘t love the Easter Bunny? - A fluffy critter that brings CHOCOLATE! )  We are also decorating the large 

gathering area in Sunday school for Easter, but our decorations have a different emphasis.  The large wooden cross has 

been draped with purple fabric to remind us that Jesus, and only Jesus, is the King of Kings.  We have also used that  

wondrous cross to jump start our discussions about the sacrifice Jesus made so that our sins can be forgiven.  Two pictures 

have been added to the walls. One depicts Jesus with a young child on his lap that is titled, ―Precious in His Sight.‖ The other 

shows a shepherd with a sheep over his shoulder, titled, ―The Lord is My Shepherd,‖ Psalm 23.  We are so blessed to have 

these visual reminders of God‘s love for us! 
 

Smiles from Sunday School- A few weeks ago, one of our preschool Sunday school teachers had to miss Sunday 

school.  The next Sunday while the class was sitting in a circle, one of the children said directly to her, ―I saw that 

you weren‘t here last week!‖  Just a confirmation that every Sunday, in some big or small way, we make a  

difference! 
 

Family Funday Sunday 
On Sunday, April 3

rd
, we will have our spring Family Funday.  What is a Family Funday? This is a time when parents can sit 

down with their children to complete a craft or activity together. It is also a great time to visit with your child as you make the 

craft, and a fun time to enjoy fellowship with other Sunday school parents.  All our activities will revolve around the real reason 

we celebrate Easter. Refreshments will be available.  Since this is an open house activity, you may choose the time that best 

fits your schedule. Please  join us in the large gathering area downstairs anytime between 9:00am to 12:45pm.  We ask that 

all children be accompanied by an adult.  In order to provide this family opportunity there will be no Sunday School Classes. 
 

Vacation Bible School June 27th-July1     

SonSurf Beach Bash put on your beach clothes and join us! 
On June 27th, TLC will be hosting approximately 400 children eager to have fun and learn about Jesus!  

This is a community outreach that we offer free of charge. In order to provide this awesome opportunity we 

need everyone in our congregation to serve in some way. How can you help? 
 

PRAY- Pray that we will introduce or reinforce the love that God has for all of his children! (Young or old!) 

Volunteer! Those of you that have schedules that allow you to work June 27
th
-July 1

st
 please consider helping in the following 

ways: 
 

Opening/Closing Assembly Time-Leader, Dawn Dramse.   We need volunteers to help with the musical and drama part of 

the Assembly. 

Surf’s Up Crafts- Leaders Michelle and Jeremiah Bowen    Many hands are needed for this rotation. 

Snack Shack- Leader, Jan Pasteka, Assistant, Lisa Sager- Snacks are very important to the kids! 

Beach Bash Games- Leader, Richard Zolnowski     We need an assistant and helpers. 

Bonfire Stories- Leader, Andrew Mather- This rotation teaches the Bible Story of the day. 

Grade level leaders, assistant leaders, and PreK adult helpers are also vital roles in our VBS program. 
*All of the above will be listed on volunteer registration forms available at church before Easter. 
 

Can’t commit everyday? We have a job for you! 

Coordinator of Volunteer T-Shirts 

Registration and crowd control the first day, June 27
th
. 

Cutting nametags and craft items prior to June 27
th
. 

 

Other opportunities: 

Contribute to the special offering in May 

Start saving large brown grocery bags. We need the kind with handles and those without. 

In May, look for the supply bags that will be placed in the lobby area at church.   These bags will have lists of supplies that 

you could purchase for VBS. 

If you have questions about any of the above, please contact me at childmin@thanks-giving.org or contact Karen Harned at 
harnedco@hotmail.com . 

 

Connie Barnhart    ˓  Children‘s Ministry Director    ˓ childmin@thanks-giving.org    ˓ 402.292.2695 

mailto:childmin@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harnedco@hotmail.com


 

 

    Check our website at thanks-giving.org under the Kids/Youth tab  

and then join us on Wednesday night!   

Theme Nights for  

April 2011 

Study to show thyself approved unto God a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth. 
 

- 2 Timothy 2: 15 
 
 

How many verses are learned and Awards earned in each Awana program?  Have you ever 
wondered how much Awana clubbers learn as they complete their handbooks?  
 

Sparky Award—To earn a Sparky Award, a clubber must finish three handbooks, which    involve 

reciting 150 verses and completing 37 activities on missions, witnessing, patriotism, prayer and 

creation. 
 

  Handbook   Verses  

  Sparks Flight 3:16     1 

  Sparks HangGlider   35 

  Sparks WingRunner   50 

  Sparks SkyStormer   64  
                Book 1               Book 2                     Book 3   
 

Excellence Award—To earn the Excellence Award, a boy or girl must complete two handbooks 

from T&T and either have completed or about to complete fourth grade. 

 
  Handbook   Verses 

  T&T Start Zone      9 

  T&T Ultimate Adventure Book 1  81 

  T&T Ultimate Adventure Book 2 100 
                      Book 1                              Book 2  
 

Timothy Award—To earn the Timothy trophy, a boy or girl must complete four handbooks from 

T&T and have completed or are on the verge of completing sixth grade. 

 
  Handbook   Verses 

  T&T Start Zone       9 

  T&T Ultimate Challenge Book 1 112 

  T&T Ultimate Challenge Book 2 121 
                                             Book 3                            Book 4 

 

Meritorious Award—To earn the Meritorious trophy, a boy or girl must complete six handbooks 

from T&T and Trek and either have completed or about to complete eighth grade. 
 

  Handbook   Verses 

  Trek Check       6 

  Trek Billboard Series  140 

  Trek Roadsign Series  124 

  Trek Dashboard Series  131 

 

Citation Award— a teenager earning the Citation Award must be a graduation senior.      Adults 
can also earn the Citation.  In completing the award requirements, the achiever will have  memo-

rized 836 verses, read the entire Bible and completed the ten 3rd through 12th grade handbooks. 
 

  Handbook   Verses 

  Journey—Faith‘s Foundations  52 

  Journey—Total for Main Studies  73 

  Journey—Total for Electives  76 
 

******************************************************* 
Mark your calendars and come see all our Awana clubbers  

earn their year-end Awards on  

Wednesday, May 18, 2011 

April 6th  

is What‘s Coming Up 

Visit Next Year‘s Club  

 
 

April 13th  

is Picture Perfect  

Wear Your Uniform 

 
 

April 20th  

is Holy Week 

NO Awana Club 

  
 

April 27th  

is Awana Store   

Spend Your Awana Shares 

http://www.thanks-giving.org


 

 

YOUTH  M INISTRY  UPDATE  

 April 2011 

For more information, contact  

Andrew Mather  
402 -292 -2695  

andrew.mather@thanks -giving.org  

P OWER  SURGE  

5 th  & 6 th  Graders  

H IGH  V OLTAGE  

7 th  & 8 th  Graders  

CHAIN  R EACTION  

9 th  ð 12 th  Graders  

Sunday School  

Sundays @ 9:30 ï Chain 

Reaction Room (South 

Campus)  
 

Awana  

Wednesdays ð FLC 

Truth & Training Ultimate 

Challenge  

Check - In begins 6:15  

Club 6:30 to 8:00  

(Continues to meet throughout 

Lent.  No Awana on 4/20)  
 

Saturday Night Lights  

April 2 ð7:00 to 8:30  

@ the Babcock Home  

 

April 16 ð7:00 to 8:30  

@ the Brockhaus Home  

 

Sunday School  

Sundays @ 9:30  - Lower Level  

Room 128  
 

Plugged In  
Wednesdays 6:30 to 8:00  

Chain Reaction Room  

(Continues to meet throughout 

Lent.  No Awana on 4/20)  

 

Confirmation Information  

8th Graders ð 

Sign up for a 15 -minute 

interview with Andrew  

Faith Statement retreat 

Friday, May 13th to 

Saturday, May 14th at T!LC  

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  
Sundays @ 9:30  - South 

Campus Conference Room  
 

Life Groups  
Groups are available each 

night of the week.   
 

Sunday Nights  

6:30 to 8:00  

Courage: Francis Chan  
 

Worship Team Forming  

If you are interested in playing 

in our senior high worship 

team, please email Mike 

(michael.treachler@thanks -

giving.org) for an application.  

We will begin meeting April 

10.  
 

Omaha Beef Game  

Saturday, April 30 ð$15  

Meet at the church at 5:45  

Join us for Soul SurferñAll T!LC Families are Welcome!  
April 17, 2011 7:00 to 9:00  

 

We have rented out the movie theater at Twin Creek for a private showing of Soul Surfer ....the 

courageous story of the girl in Hawaii that lost her arm in a shark attack and how her faith helped her 

through it. General Admission tickets are $7. Students and families of 5 or more can get tickets for $5.. 

Bring a friend to be entered into a drawing for prizes!! You can buy tickets at the Welcome Center or from 

Andrew. First come, first serve until we run out of tickets. For more information about the movie, go to:  

www.soulsurferwave.com  
 

New Youth Ministries WebsiteñCheck it Out! 
www.thanksgivingyouth.org  

Mission Trip to Boston ñJune 4 -13; $300.00 per Student  
**Parent Informational Meeting Sunday April 10—come at 10:30am or 12:15pm in the Heritage Sanctuary** 

 

 

Last Month by the Numbers 
45 7th -8th Graders are attending weekly Lenten services  

55 High School students and leaders travelled to Lincoln for a weekend in February to attend 

the Dare2Share conference.  

42 students attended a night out at Papio Fun Park on March 5th  

Thank you for your continued prayer and support of our Youth Ministry  



 

 

LENT & EASTER SCHEDULE 
  

March 16-April 13— Wednesday Lenten Services 
      Lenten Devotional at 6:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary 

Services held at 6:30pm & 7:20pm in the Heritage Sanctuary 
AWANA Club and Youth Groups will continue to meet during this time. 

  

April 21—Maundy Thursday 
      Services held at 6:00pm & 7:30pm in the Family Life Center 

  

April 22—Good Friday 
      Services held at 6:00pm & 7:30pm in the Family Life Center 

  

April 24—Easter Sunday 
      Services held at 6:30am, 8:00am, 8:30am, 9:30am, 10:00am, 11:00am 

(No Saturday service on April 23) 

ARE YOU IN NEED 
OF PRAYER? 

VISIT OUR NEW! 
PRAYER  

REQUESTS LINK 
ON T!LC WEB-

SITE 
 

 
You can now submit prayer requests to the 
T!LC Prayer Team through the website at: 
www. thanks-giving.org, on the homepage 
under Daily Links/Prayer Requests. 

Easter Lily Order Forms are available at the  

Welcome Center! 
 

Place your order now for an Easter Lily to be used in 

adoration of T!LC on Easter Sunday! 

The deadline for all orders is Thursday April 14, 

2011 

The cost is $7.50 per plant.  All checks should be 

made out to Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church.  Please 

place your completed order form and payment in the 

decorated box at the Welcome Center. 

Questions contact Diane Heying at (402) 677-5509. 

Or the church office at (402) 292-2695 

In gratitude, I would like to thank my 

T!LC faith community, Parish Care 

(Susan and Rhonda), Stephen Minis-

try, AWANA Ministry, and Prayer 

Ministry teams for their prayers, 

cards, visits, food and phone calls during my hos-

pitalization and recovery from surgery.  Thank 

you Pastor Glenn for your devotional and prayer 

the morning of my surgery.  I look forward to see-

ing you all soon as I become more active and my 

recovery progresses.  Thank you again for your 

genuine concern and being such a blessing. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Dave Larsen 

Acolyte Training 

April 10 at 12:30pm 

Heritage Sanctuary 
 

5th—8th Graders are invited to attend training 

to become an acolyte for our Saturday and 

Sunday services.  Learn how to be an  

important part of our worship! 
 

Questions or if you would like to come please 

call Sherry Albracht—402-339-1782 or email 

her sherry_albracht@yahoo.com  



 

 

T!LC NOTES 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

SYMPATHY 

Lisa & Brian Furguson in 

the death of their uncle 

Gordon Leach February 20, 

2011 

Rod Green & Family in the 

death of his mother Norma 

Green, February 24, 2011 

In the death of Pastor      

Barbara Bauer March 18, 

2011.   

04/20 Sonya Schindler 

04/21 Natha Wallman 

04/21 Charles Fleming 

04/22 Katie Green 

04/22 Harold Carlson 

04/22 Pam Althof 

04/22 Lillian Lachowicz 

04/22 Arielle Haslett 

04/23 Aaron Heiden 

04/23 Keela Burkholder 

04/23 Travis Patterson 

04/23 Doug Woodard 

04/23 David Barker 

04/23 Sheri Curry 

04/24 Mackenzie Rasmussen 

04/24 Mason Hoogeveen 

04/24 Hannelore Livingston 

04/24 DeEtt Harless 

04/24 Cole Pasteka 

04/24 Christina Tritsch 

04/24 Isabella Reichardt 

04/24 Jill Wilhelm 

04/25 Kayla Harter 

04/25 Kiran Dodge 

04/25 Kami Dyrstad 

04/25 Frank Gorhau 

04/25 Jordan Nichols 

04/25 Shelly Olinger 

04/25 Andrew Nelson 

04/25 Michael Fabry 

04/25 Madison Atkins (Jones) 

04/26 Jared Talty 

04/26 Cheryl Dawson 

04/26 Bradley Roe 

04/27 Steve Moore 

04/27 Charles Smock 

04/27 Dorothy Brekke 

04/28 Alan Zamiska 

04/28 Shelli Patton 

04/28 Melissa Whetzal 

04/28 Dennis Gilbert 

04/28 Lindsay Swanson 

04/28 Brandon McDonald 

04/28 Sanford Nelson 

04/29 Leah Biodrowski 

04/29 Brooke Childers 

04/29 Karen Moser 

04/29 Bryce Wayt 

04/29 Warren Raab 

04/30 Caleb Conley 

04/30 Catherine Brandt 

04/30 Meredith Gladbach 

04/30 Baylee Conley 

04/30 Lisa Andree 

04/09 Maxine Scott 

04/09 Megan Hanna 

04/09 William Gillen 

04/10 Benjamin Heckens 

04/10 Ryan Norman 

04/11 Chris Johnson 

04/11 Christine Tackett 

04/11 Joy Stumme 

04/11 Mary Gaulin 

04/11 Amy Dow 

04/12 Vicki Van Cleave 

04/12 Craig Christians 

04/12 Haley Patton 

04/12 Nelly Patterson 

04/12 Audrey Swanson 

04/12 Daelyn Barker 

04/12 Sawyer Patzer 

04/13 Andrew Koehler 

04/13 Gretchen Brown 

04/13 Phoebe Bevins 

04/13 Toni Peterson 

04/14 Gary Amen 

04/14 Sharra Smith 

04/14 Naomi Livingston 

04/14 Kristen Boyce 

04/14 Kellie Stopak 

04/14 Virginia Powell 

04/14 Scott Kalk 

04/14 Susan Stoessel 

04/14 Gwendolyn Cornelius 

04/14 Alicia Richards 

04/14 Drew Davidson 

04/14 John Wolken 

04/15 Ryan Kerstetter 

04/15 Joshua Grafelman 

04/15 Grace Grafelman 

04/15 Teri Andersen 

04/15 Richard Biermann 

04/16 Chuck Smith 

04/16 Zachary Keup 

04/16 Devon Cutinella 

04/16 Abby Hansen 

04/16 Ted Erickson 

04/16 Rebecca Jackson 

04/16 Chloe Brockhaus 

04/17 Lisa Rippe 

04/18 Pamela Gershon 

04/18 Sarah Tetschner 

04/18 Matthew Davis 

04/19 Dustin Hollenbeck 

04/19 Regan Catterson 

04/19 Joe Graff 

04/19 Aaron Weitzel 

04/19 Kevin Hanna 

04/19 Nicholas Smock 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
04/01 Lisa Nichols 

04/01 Jon Patton 

04/01 Carol Cisar 

04/01 Sandra Albers 

04/01 Caleb Goetz 

04/01 Trinity Kothe 

04/02 Julie Clarahan 

04/02 Julie Wells 

04/02 Shawn Dawson 

04/02 Marsha Trowbridge 

04/02 Michael Copich 

04/02 Sarah Wilhelm 

04/02 Trevelene Coyle 

04/03 Sara Fjell 

04/03 Harley Urbain 

04/03 Jason Heiden 

04/03 Christina Towne 

04/03 Kaylee Taylor 

04/03 Caitlin Cassell 

04/03 Anna Thoma 

04/04 Jeffrey Ryan 

04/04 Jake Kunkle 

04/04 Austin Anderson 

04/04 Rosa Long 

04/04 Jaydon Bowen 

04/04 Siovhan Andree 

04/05 Liam Joyce 

04/05 Helen Moses 

04/05 Janet McDonald 

04/05 Ryan Cosper 

04/06 Payton Adams 

04/06 Julie Costello 

04/06 Jewel Sansone 

04/06 Cathy Wilson 

04/07 Kenneth Carlson 

04/07 Dirk Frey 

04/08 Rose Ryba 

04/08 Kathryn Thomas 

04/08 Carolyn Decker 

04/08 Alexi Ahlers 

04/08 Susan Madden 

04/08 Pamela Bevins 

04/08 Megan Wegner 

04/08 Scott Cassell 

04/08 DeLores Kotila 

04/08 Riley Jensen 

04/08 Rosemary Haire 

04/08 Maris Clark 

04/08 Barb Helwig 

04/09 Roger Laabs 

04/09 Mark Ahlers 

04/09 Donald Smith 

04/09 Lindsey Pfender 

04/09 Georgia Peterson 

The May 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  
April 15, 2011 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary; 

or you have a new address or phone number, 

please call the church office at 292-2695 or 

email Sara Zivny at sara@thanks-giving.org  

Thank you! 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
04/02 Marty & Maureen Delahanty 

04/04 Kevin & Michelle Howell 

04/06 Dennis & Tracy Gramps 

04/06 Matt & Kristi Waszak 

04/06 Chris & Theresa Andersen 

04/08 Larry & Renae Mai 

04/09 Jon & Shelli Patton 

04/10 John & Dana Thomas 

04/10 Todd & Tammy Struthers 

04/13 Richard & Julie Wells 

04/15 Ambrose & Diane Heying 

04/16 Harley & Ethel Urbain 

04/16 Ken & Lisa Clinard 

04/16 Jeff & Valerie Estes 

04/17 Anthony & Holly Scarpello 

04/19 Tim & Donna Frederick 

04/21 Rod & Melissa Zeches 

04/21 Brian & Darsi Dalen 

04/21 Anthony & Mary Belford 

04/22 Frank & Jan Pasteka 

04/24 Greg & Nicole Clark 

04/24 Matt & Toni Peterson 

04/30 Ron & Tami Stites 

04/30 Ken & Jeanette Flegle 

BAPTISMS 

(March 5, 2011) 

Katherine Lynn Armstrong daughter 

of Jenny & Ed.  Sponsors are Kristina 

Tatay & Joe Margheim 

Janna  May Peters daughter of     

Jessica & Eric.  Sponsors are Melissa 

& Lee Peters 

 

(March 26, 2011) 

Macoy Izac Martensen, son of Staci 

& Jeremy.  Sponsors are Raela &  

Jason Brandt. 

 

(March 27, 2011) 

Levi Scott & Harley Dean Tangeman and 

Jaxon Adair Carlson children of Wayne 
Carlson & Sara Clayton.  Sponsors are 

Joan & Robert Jenkner. 

BIRTHS 

Evan Ross Beecher on February 

23, 2011.  Proud grandparents 

Rhonda & Dick Rupert. 

Lanea Faith Jackson on February 

28, 2011.  Parents are Laura &  Mick 

Jackson. 

Caden Lee Evans on February 18, 

2011. Parents are Laura & Brandon 

Evans. 

William Glenn Carlson  on March 

25, 2011.  Parents are Ken and 

Sarah Carlson.  Proud grandparents 

are  Harold and Nancy Carlson 



 

 

APRIL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time Reader Worship Asst Communion Assistants Ushers All of April Greeters 

April 2 & 3—Holy Communion 

5:30 Sam McCubbin  
Sam McCubbin, Vicki Boyd,  
Carrie Holo 

  

     Roger & Joyce Kamrath 

8:15 
Tom 
Schwendtner 

Carol Umberger 
Charlie & Diane Smock,  
Tami Maxwell 

Charlie Daubs, Charlie Smock 
Kermit Erickson, Gary Baumert 

     

9:30 Lisa Peterson  
Tiffany Fay, Dirk & Chrys Frey 
Lisa Sager, Joe Fullenkamp, Leah 
Jorstad 

Ken & Kate Bischoff, Pat 
Sohm, Jackie Wiles 

 

      

11:00 Rick Hull  
Sarah & Chad Backes, Joy Stumme 
Tom Mohr, Julie & Chuck Grancer 

Rob Madden, Tom Tritsch 
Al & Jeanne Zamiska 

 

         

April 9 & 10     

5:30 Tina Haeder     

8:15 Phill Rowell Karen Rowell   Karin Ingram Family 

9:30 Andrea Skarda     

11:00 Tiffanie Gauchat     

April 16 & 17 Palm Sunday- Holy Communion     

5:30 C. J. Walter  
C.J. Walter, Ramona Lucas,  
Johann Onnen   

8:15 Laurie Hanna Jennifer Johnson Dick & Karen Moser, Mike Dunn  
Marlene Church & Mike 

Kaufman 
      

9:30 Juanita Jenison  

Corey & Beth Dyrstad, Suzanne 
Harless, Terry Wilson, Katie Wallman 
Sue Tonn   

      

11:00 Bob Getty  

Jeanne & Kevin Coats, Tiffanie 
Gauchat, Joyce Pancoast, Criss & 
Tom Tritsch   

      

April 24—Easter Sunday         

6:30am   Brenda Salber,  Marty & Marilyn McLaughlin  

8:00am   
Tracy & Von Townsend, Pat & Barry 
Branson 

Rob Wegner, Andy Cutinella, 
Burnell Mussman, Marty 

Delehanty  

8:30am  Rick & Carol Power Regular April Ushers  Roger & Linda Christensen 

9:30am  

Nate Wallman, Ben Kothe, Tracy 
Gramps, Cathy Muhle, Joe Fullenk-
amp, Donna Gilbert Regular April Ushers for 9:30  

 10:00am    Vickey Anderson, Linda Christensen 

 Ron Overby, Tom Turner 
Gerry Leseberg, Frank 
Mitchell  Joe & Karen Griffith 

11:00am   

Jan Pasteka, Russ & Deb Brandt, 
Sue Hoogeveen, Cami Madden, Lana 
Fox 

Regular April Ushers for 
11:00  

 8:15 9:30 & 11:00    

April 3 Laurie Hanna        Sue Tonn    

April 10        Denise Dunn  

April 17       Grace Overby           Rhonda Wiebers  

April 24        Linda Christensen     Pat Sohm    
      

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:  

Readers, Worship/Communion Assistants: (Sat 5:30/Sun 8:15) Venus Buck 291-0594; (9:30/11:00) Donna Gilbert 293-1656 

Altar Guild: Julie Taylor-Costello 292-2695  

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 292-6249; Usher Captians: (8:15) Ron Overby 292-4335; (9:30) Terry Wilson 991-6707; 

     (11:00) Craig Christians 502-9168 

Greeters: Karen Griffith 331-1935    

      
WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 



 

 

P A G E  9  T ! L C  N O T E S  

Do you feel like we are in warp speed and this 40 days of Lent are speeding far too fast to sit 
back, reflect and study on God‘s word?  The mid-week Lenten Services have added so much 
to my own Lenten journey.  If you have not attended yet—don‘t miss out on this awesome   
experience on Wednesday evenings.  Please stop in and check out the shelves in the Library if 
you need to enhance your daily devotions, prayers or bible study. 
 

The majority of books, CD‘s, DVD‘s and VHS tapes that relate to Lent and Easter can be found 
on the top shelf of the first bookcase as you enter the library to your right. More can be found 

on the library cart in the narthex. 
 

We have had many generous donations from our congregation over the past year and into the first three 
months of this new year.  The move is on to get these checked in and on to our shelves in the near future. For 
those who have donated these wonderful books, once again we thank you. Any additional books you wish to 
pass along would be appreciated either for our library or book sale. 
 

Highlighting several new additions that I have placed on the book cart…. 
 

A Cup of Comfort for Friends. by Colleen Sell 
―The stories in this book celebrate the special bonds that only friends share. Few things should be cher-
ished more than friendship. It transforms joyous occasions into priceless memories that last forever and 
provides much needed comfort and support during the most difficult times. ― 

 

 Cure for the Common Life by Max Lucado 
―In this book, he offers practical tools for exploring and identifying your own uniqueness, motivation to 
put your strengths to work and the perfect prescription for finding and living in your sweet spot for the 
rest of your life. ― 

 

 Light Dances by Shirley K. Trout 
Paul E. McGee, Ph.D and author of health, Healing & the Amuse system state said ―that this is finally a 
guide to help parents use their sense of humor to survive the perils of parenthood.‖ Other authors have 
contributed their overview of this book on the back cover so be sure to take a look. 

 

Books that are relevant to the Lenten and Easter season can be found throughout the library. Be sure to visit 
the library. Come in and discover all the treasures that are waiting to fill your mind with knowledge and wonder 
that are at your fingertips. 
 
God‘s peace… 
Vicki D 

The T!LC Library Corner—It’s Your Library! 

Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy County is now accepting applications for families in need of adequate and  
affordable housing.  Applicants must meet the Application Guideline requirements & are required to fill out 
the Pre-screening Questionnaire form found on our website,www.hfhsarpy.org. 
 

About Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy County 

Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy County has been building low-cost, quality affordable housing in 
partnership with low-income since 1997.  Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy County offers low-
income families of the local community a chance to achieve homeownership.  The program pro-
vides financial training, homeownership classes, and opportunities to complete required sweat 
equity hours.  Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy County is the local affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 
International, a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing ministry.  

http://www.hfhsarpy.org/App_Guidelines.htm
http://www.hfhsarpy.org/
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T!LC Health Ministries 

T!LC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics.  If you have any questions or would like 

to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org. 

Allergies: Things You Can do to Control Your Symptoms 
 

What causes allergies? 
You have an allergy when your body overreacts to things that don't cause problems for most 
people.  These things are called allergens.  Your body‘s overreaction to the allergens is what 
causes symptoms: Runny nose, watery eyes, itchy eyes, sneezing, stuffy nose, pressure 
in the nose and cheeks, ear fullness and popping, dark circles under the eyes, hives. 
 

Sometimes the term ‗hayfever‘ is used to describe your body‘s allergic reaction to seasonal 
allergens in the air, such as grass or pollen.  Keeping a record of your allergy symptoms over 
a period of time can help you and your doctor identify which allergens cause you to overreact. 
 

In April, many people experience severe seasonal allergies to tree pollens, grasses, and various flowers.  Tree pollens 
generally are the worst at this time. 
 

Your health provider may want to do an allergy skin test to determine exactly what is causing your allergy.  An allergy 
skin test puts tiny amounts of allergens onto your skin to see which ones you react to.  Once you know allergens you are 
allergic to, you can decide the best treatment and ways to avoid reactions. 
 

What are the most common allergens? 
Pollens from trees, grass and weeds - allergies that occur in the spring or often due to tree pollen.  Allergies that 
occur in the summer are often due to grass and weeds.  Allergies that occur in the fall are often due to ragweed. 

Mold - Mold is common where water tends to collect, such as shower curtains, window moldings and damp        
basements.  It can be found outside in mulches, peat moss, compost piles.  This allergy is worse during humid and 
rainy weather. 

Animal dander - proteins found in the skin, saliva, and urine of furry pets such as cats and dogs are allergens.  You 
can be exposed to dander by handling an animal or from house dust that contains dander. 

Dust - many allergens, including dust mites, are in dust.  Dust mites are tiny living creatures found in bedding, mat-
tresses, carpeting and upholstered furniture.  They live on dead skin cells and other things found in house dust. 

 

How can I avoid allergens? 
Pollens - shower or bathe before bedtime to wash off pollen and other allergens in your hair and on your skin.  Avoid 
going outside, especially on the dry and windy days.  Keep windows and doors shut, and use an air conditioner in 
your home and car. 

Mold - reduce the amount of mold in your home by removing houseplants and by frequently cleaning shower cur-
tains, bathroom windows, and damp walls.  Use a mix of water and chlorine bleach to kill mold.  Open doors and win-
dows and use fans to increased air movement and help prevent mold.  Do not carpet bathrooms and other damp 
rooms and use mold-proof paint instead of wallpaper.  Reduce the humidity in your home to 50% or less.  Keep tem-
perature set at 70 degrees and clean or replace small particle filters in your central air system. 

Pet dander - cat or dog dander collects in house dust and takes 4 weeks or more to die down.  There are ways to 
reduce the amount of pet dander in your home.  Use allergy resistant bedding, bathe your pet frequently, and use an 
air filter.  Ask your veterinarian other ways to reduce pet dander in your home. 

Dust mites - to reduce dust mites in your home, remove drapes, feather pillows, upholstered furniture, non-washable 
comforters and soft toys.  Replace carpets with linoleum or wood.  Polished floors are best.  Mop the floor often with 
a damp mop.  Vacuum soft furniture and curtains frequently.  Install an air cleaner with high-efficiency particulate or 
electrostatic filters.  Cover mattress and pillows with plastic covers.  Lower the humidity in your home using a dehu-
midifier. 

 

What medications can I take to help relieve my symptoms? 
24 hour nonsedating antihistamines - Claritin or Zyrtec, for example, are over-the-counter.  Shorter acting         
Benadryl is also helpful, but can cause sedation. 

Decongestants (pseudoephedrine) - can help temporarily 

Cromolyn sodium nasal spray - available without prescription.  Must begin two weeks before exposure 

Nasal steroid sprays - perhaps the most beneficial 

Allergy eyedrops 
 

Stay in contact with your health provider if symptoms become more problematic.  Allergy immunotherapy may be of 
benefit in those who continue to have difficulty despite measures noted above. 
 

Please contact the T!LC Care Ministries Team if you have questions or other concerns! 
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CROSStREK Wild at Heart Escape! 
 

ATTENTION ALL MEN é WANNA GET AWAY?  

J oin us the weekend of June 1 1th  ð June 1 2th  2011 for the Annual  Menõs Wild at Heart 

Escape! sponsored by the CrossTrek Menõs Ministry.  This weekend is designed as a 

fun and inspiration al event for us to get away and focus on Godõs word as we engage 

in Bible study, devotionals, and recreational activities.  All  men are invited - whether 

you are beginning your faith walk or have been a lifelong follower of Christ.  
 

When:   Saturday, June 11, 7:30 am to Sunday, June 12, 1000 am (Still allows us to get back for 

the 11:00 am service)  
 

Where:   Carol Joy Holling Conference and Retreat Center, 27416 Ranch Road, Ashland NE;  

1-888-656-6254. Owned and operated by Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministrie s. 
 

Lodging :  Accommodations are based on double occupancy.  Linens are provided.  All meals are 

provided (and the food is EXCELLENT!).  
 

Recreation:   In addition to several devotional and bible study activities, we have planned a 

variety of fellowship acti vities including:   

 · Fishing (no license required ; bring rod, reel, and bait )  

 · Hiking  

 · Strategic Air and Space Museum (~ $ 10.00 additional charge)  

 · Golf  (~$65.00 additional charge ; course To Be Determined ) 
 

Registration :   

SATURDAY & SUNDAY  -- Amount: $ 95 (includes over night accommodations plus 3 meals).   

SATURDAY ONLY ð Amount:  $35 (includes refreshments, lunch , and dinner ) 
 

Additional activities are not included  in the price . Registration  fees must be received by June 6, 

2010.  Late registratio n fees: up until day of retreat an additional $5.00. Day of retreat an 

additional $10.00. ALL paid Registration fees are non -refundable.  Scholarships are available.  
 

CROSS tREK Men's Retreat Registration Form  
 

Please make checks  for registration payable to T!LC.  Additional activity fees will be 

collected on -site.   Return Registration Form with payment to   
Rob Madden (991-4955) or Kevin McArthur (293-1881) 

Name __________________________________________________________________________  

Address  _______________________________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip   ________________________________________________________________  

Daytime Phone (_____)_________________Cell(_____)_________________  

Email  ___________________________________________ 

Saturday and Sunday ($ 95.00) ____                      Saturday Only ($ 35.00) ___ 

Recreation Preference:  (Rank order 1 -4, for our planning purposes)  

Hiking ____    Fishing ____   Golf ($~65.00) ____   SAC Museum  (~$10.00) ____ 

Roommate preference (if any):  _________________________________ 
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Dates to Remember: 
 

April 9—Easter Egg Stuffing 9:00am 

 

April 10—Special Congregational  

    Meeting 
 

 

April 16—TLC Easter Egg Hunt—2pm 
 

 

April 21—Maundy Thursday 
 

 

April 22—Good Friday 
 

 

April 24—Easter Sunday 

 

April 30—KAH Walk –A-Thon— 

     Walnut Creek Rec. Area 

 

May 15—Confirmation Weekend 

 

May 22—Summer Kick Off Extravaganza 

 

May 14—Bellevue Graduation 

 

May 15—Papillion Graduation 

 

May 31—Kids of the King Begins 

 

Missional Community:  A Place for  

Discipleship 
If you are interested in discovering a new type 

of Christian community that is centered 

around the Biblical principles of discipleship 

please go to http://tlcmidsize.blogspot.com  

This is a site that we have set up specifically for the mis-

sional community.  Or feel free to call hosts Rob and 

Janine Wegner at 293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net  
 

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob 

and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and 

teaching. 

Weekly updates on events and church happenings 

are located on our website!   

Registration for several events are 

available!  Check it out at: 

www.thanks-giving.org  
 

Did you know….. 
 

You can receive this newsletter pub-

lication via email??  If you would like 

to begin to receive the Newsletter via email in place 

of your mailed copy send your name and email ad-

dress to  
 

sara@thanks-giving.org.   

You can also read it on our website at: 

www.thanks-giving.org/newsletters 

Women‘s Book Study will be held 
 at 7:00 PM on Monday, April 11th at 
the Bellevue home of Suzanne 
Harless. To reach Suzanne‘s home, 
drive South on 25th Street past    

Capehart Road. Turn right at the Blackhawk entrance 
(Blackhawk Drive), right on South 29th Street, and left 
on Schuemann. The Harless home, at 2917      
Schuemann Drive, is the last house on the left. 
 
We will continue with Beth Moore‘s study, Jesus the 
One and Only, and view Week 7 (workbook pages 
147 – 169), completing the worksheet on page 169 as 
Study Leader Karen Rowell walks us through it. We 
will also do Week 8 study (pages 170 – 192) and  
complete the worksheet on page 192 during the   
viewing. This is an ambitious evening‘s work. 
 
Call or email Suzanne (402-293-0765; 
suzanne.harless@cox.net)  
or co-hostess Vicki Meisinger(402-298-8143; 
Vicki.Meisinger@physiciansmutual.com) if you have a 
question or are UNABLE to attend.  

Remember this is a scent free evening. Hope to 
see you there! 

―Men’s and Coed Softball starts in May.   
Sign up sheets are at the Welcome Center in the 
Lobby.  Send an email to  

softball@thanksgiving.org or call  
Kevin McArthur at 203-5305 with questions. 

 
 

mailto:suzanne.harless@cox.net
mailto:Vicki.Meisinger@physiciansmutual.com
mailto:softball@thanksgiving.org


 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Parish Care/Stephen Ministry:  402.292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation!  Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation!  Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May , , , 

Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00 

Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge 

Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the        

summer months. 
 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Pastor of  Congregational Ministries 

Care Ministries Coordinator Vicar Susan Westland 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Childrenõs Ministry Director Connie Barnhart 

Awana Director   Barb Kotila 

Youth Director   Andrew Mather 

Worship & Music Director   Carol Umberger 

Nursery Director   Regina Neemann 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
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