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Dear Friends In Christ, 

The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22, and lasts for forty days excluding 
Sundays. This is a wonderful season for spiritual renewal, and is often marked by spiritual          
reflection, repentance, fasting, and prayer. It is a season in which we intentionally consider all that 
Jesus has accomplished for us through His life and death on our behalf. There will be a devotional 
service at 6:30 am and full services at 6pm and 7:30pm. All of the services will have Holy         
Communion and Imposition of Ashes.  
 

New Mid-Week Lenten Service Schedule – This year we are making changes to 
our traditional mid-week Lenten services in order to create a more meaningful 
worship service, and to have more time for a meal and fellowship. Wednesday 
evening programming now fills our TLC facilities, and our attempts to hold Lenten 
services on this same evening the last couple of years have felt less than           
satisfactory. Therefore, after Ash Wednesday, the subsequent mid-week Lenten 

services will be on Thursdays at 7pm. (We will also have devotional services on Thursdays at 
6:30 am.) Mid-week messages will again be presented as first-person dramatic monologues of 
persons in the scriptures who encountered Jesus. In addition, Lenten dinners will be offered by 
TLC Student Ministries from 5pm to 6:30pm.  
 
2011 Benevolence Report – Please review the 2011 Benevolence Report inside this newsletter. 
The Lord has continued to bless our congregation, enabling us to be generous to others in our 
community, nation, and world! The Lord is so very good! 

 
Special Offering for Kids Against Hunger – February 4 – 5. Because of TLC’s 
strong partnership with Kids Against Hunger we have been asked to be one of 
three church sponsors along with numerous corporate sponsors in a first ever 
KAH Million Meal City Wide Packing Event at the Century Link Center on 
March 3. Please read a more detailed announcement within the newsletter, and 
pray about your participation, including making a generous gift to KAH on        
Feb. 4-5. We have a challenging goal of $22,250! 

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Glenn Harless 



 

 

Creating Connections

We have the opportunity to visit several  historic cities, including Athens, Ephesus, and Dubrovnik, Croatia.  
 

 

 
The trip begins in Venice, Italy, the city built on islands, and ends in Milan where we will have the 
opportunity to see Leonardo Da Vinci’s great masterpiece, The Last Supper. Between those two 
wonderful cities, we will be traveling aboard the luxurious Norwegian Jade. Our itinerary is detailed in 
a brochure available in the Welcome Center or the T!LC Office. Both the Adriatic and Mediterranean 
Seas offer  magnificent scenery and wonderful glimpses of history. Great food, first class hotels,  
attentive staff, magnificent ports of call—all await us. Please note that these reasonable prices      
include our round trip airfare from Omaha and our hotels in Venice and Milan. Only a certain number 

of cabins in each category have been allocated to us. Reservation forms can be found at the T!LC Offices.  If you are 
interested in the trip pick one up and mail it in today along with your deposit. I look forward to having you join us on this 
adventure. Please give me a call if you have any questions:  
 
(402) 290 - 1116.  
Sincerely, 
Pastor David S. Witkop  

Informational Meeting 6:00pm  February 16th—Lower Level Gathering Room 

Do you want to get involved?  Having a hard time finding your place at T!LC?   
Would you like someone to help you in the process of growing spiritually? 

Our new Engagement Director, Denise Boever,  would love to help you!  Denise and David      
Boever have been a part of Thanksgiving for 5 years.  They have two children Lauren and Ryan.  
Previously Denise worked at Gallup for 19 years and currently is the Executive Assistant for the 
City Administrator and Mayor of Papillion.  She enjoys decorating cakes, spending time with family 
and especially passionate about deepening her covenant relationship with the Lord.  You can 
reach her at boev40@gmail.com or through the T!LC office. 

She can help you Make a Connection at T!LC and in our Community! 

It’s Time to Get Ready for… the Easter Egg HUNT!!! 
 

The Lenten season beginning in February can only mean one thing…it’s time for T!LC 
to get ready for the Hunt!!!!! Our 5th annual community-wide Easter egg hunt, for        
toddlers through 5th graders and featuring over 30,000 candy filled eggs, will be at 2pm 
on Saturday, March 31st at Lakewood Villages Park, located just south of 370 and 48th 
Street, beside Bellevue Elementary School.  This church-wide outreach is only possible 
with everyone’s participation.  How can you help?  

• Take advantage of the Valentine’s Day candy sales to donate individually-wrapped pieces of candy to fill 
the eggs.  We need LOTS of candy! Drop off your donations in the Easter basket in the church lobby.  

• Donate plastic eggs to replace those used last year. Put your donations in the lobby Easter basket. 

• Fill eggs with candy. Come to our egg stuffing parties on Saturdays, March 10th and 24th from 9am-noon 
in the Missions room.  Youth earn service hours for stuffing the eggs! Small groups can stuff eggs during 
their weekly meetings. Put the filled eggs beside the lobby basket. 

• Help distribute the eggs before the hunt. We will need many hands to help put all those eggs out in the 
fields! 

• Come out to the hunt.  Be a part of the day’s events, greet our neighbors and cheer on hundreds of kids 
as they hunt for eggs! 

This year we will be encouraging everyone attending the hunt to bring a canned good to support the Bellevue 
Food Pantry, making our Easter egg hunt a catalyst for continued outreach to our community.  Contact the 
Egg Lady, aka Karen Harned, at harnedco@hotmail.com or 402-301-8016 if you have questions or want to 
help with the hunt. 



 

 

MISSION MOMENTSMISSION MOMENTSMISSION MOMENTSMISSION MOMENTS    from Pastor David 

Mission.  What is our mission statement by the way?  Our mission is to reach out 
and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER – MILLION Meal March Packing Event 
 

T!LC is helping to sponsor & participate in this community wide event. 
 

WHEN:       Sat., Mar 3rd,  8–10am; 12-2pm;  and 4-6pm. (3 shifts) 
WHERE:   The Century Link Center ( formerly QWEST). 
 

About KAH:  KAH works with volunteers to raise money to purchase food and package meals that are 

distributed to hungry/starving children & adults all over the world.  The meals are a rice based casserole     
fortified with 21 essential vitamins and minerals, 6 dehydrated vegetables and chicken flavoring.  It can be 
prepared by adding water and boiling for 20 min.  The soy and protein rich formula reverses the starvation 
process.  

 

• 25 cents buys one meal; a packet which costs $1.50 feeds a family of six 

• The meals will be shipped to Sierra Leone, Haiti, local food banks and 10% for emergencies 

• KAH overhead cost is only 13%, compared to 15% and over, for most humanitarian organizations 

• To learn more about KAH, you can check their website – www.KidsAgainstHunger.org or for Omaha KAH 
www.omahakah.com  

 

HOW CAN WE HELP 
• A special offering will be taken on Feb 4th & 5th to help defray the $75 cost/person for ingredients to 

pack. T!LC has reserved 8 tables per shift (24 total).  

• Signup in the Narthex  Feb 4th & 5th and Feb 11th & 12th to help pack meals.  

• We are also looking for Table Captains to oversee the packing process at their assigned table, and make 
reminder phone calls the week before.  Table Captain training (30-40 min) will be provided the week prior 
to the event at the KAH Omaha warehouse.  We will inform you about dates and times. 

• Please join the T!LC team and help pack 1,000,000 meals for KAH….. Mt 25:37...Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you…; 40…whatever you did for one of the least of these...you did for me. 

 

ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  FROM THE COMMUNITY   
Omaha KAH satellite was started 3 years ago and has packed over 1 million meals in the 
last 2 years.  NOW –in just ONE DAY - Omaha KAH is sponsoring a Million Meal March  
(MMM) on March 3rd.  Packing a Million Meals in 12 hours is a big deal.   Because this 
event is BIG - there are other volunteer opportunities available besides packers.  There is  a 
need for box assembly , coat check, & event staff check-in positions.  To volunteer for these 
additional positions, stop by the “EXTRA VOLUNTEERS” table in the Narthex on the first 
two weekends in February.  Or contact Nancy Penny at nanjeanivy@yahoo.com  or              
402-592-8671.  Volunteer and experience the energy of KAH MMM.!!! 



 

 

MISSION MOMENTSMISSION MOMENTSMISSION MOMENTSMISSION MOMENTS                continued………...continued………...continued………...continued………...    
Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church 
2011 Designated Benevolence 

(Includes $41,872.56 Carry-over From 2010) 
    

A Woman's Touch 4,000.00 

Abide Network 64,570.00 

Afresh Anointing 3,000.00 

AWANA Missionary 1,200.00 

Boy Scout Troop 231 750.00 

Campus Crusade 2,000.00 

Christ Lutheran Church (LCMC) 5,250.00 

Christian & Mission Alliance 4,500.00 

Desert Ministries 6,000.00 

Dominican Republic Missionaries 16,801.00 

Donated Automobiles - Repairs 924.80 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal 10,000.00 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 200.00 

Good News Jail Ministry 9,000.00 

Hope Lutheran Church (LCMC) 12,000.00 

In His Steps Ministry 1,000.00 

International House of Prayer 2,000.00 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 
Christ 4,000.00 

Life Together Church 12,000.00 

Light the Way Lutheran (LCMC) 7,500.00 

Lutheran Family Services 10,000.00 

Lutheran World Relief 15,000.00 

Mission to all Nations 4,000.00 

Mosaic 3,000.00 

Navigators 10,000.00 

Nebraska Christian College 1,000.00 

NE Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 2,000.00 

Okoboji Bible Camp 6,000.00 

Release Ministries 4,000.00 

Seminarian Support 21,822.35 

Shalom Ministry 12,400.00 

Southgate Apartment Ministry 154.26 

Streams of Life Lutheran Church (LCMC) 7,000.00 

T!LC Emergency Fund 15,559.60 

The Journey 3,000.00 

Williams Prepared Place 2,000.00 

Willow Creek Association 1,000.00 

Wycliffe Bible Translators 4,000.00 

Student Ministries Scholarships 8,000.00 

Sub Total 296,632.01 

  
2011 Carry-over to 2012 2,932.81 

  
Bellevue Ministerial Assoc. (Food Pantry) 5,666.00 

  
Total Designated Benevolence 305,230.82 

  

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church 
2011 Special Benevolence 

  
Christmas Eve (Open Door Mission) 7,558.00 

Christmas Eve (T!LC Emergency 
Fund) 7,558.00 

Food Bank of the Heartland 500.00 

Habitat for Humanity 1,000.00 

Honduras Mission Trip 750.00 

Kid's Against Hunger 18,059.12 

Lenten Offering (Habitat for Humanity) 20,307.00 

Dominican Republic Missionaries 6,858.00 

Open Door Mission 550.00 

Project Las Americas (Sandra Tineo) 2,100.00 

Shalom Ministries 3,789.27 

Sudanese Water Project 6,607.00 

T!LC Emergency Fund 95.00 

  
Total Special Benevolence 75,731.39 

  
  

Benevolence Support 
 

Did you know that seventeen percent (17%) of our 
weekly offerings goes to support ministries outside 
of T!LC?  Your weekly contributions not only       
support the many ministries of our local              
congregation but they reach out across the United 
States and the world.  We have provided a list of 
the various ministries that have received 
“Designated Benevolence” support during 2011 that 
totaled $305,230.82. Note that there is still 
$2,932.81 to be allocated from 2011 and has been 
applied against the 2011 budget.  These funds will 
be held in a temporarily restricted account until   
allocated in 2012. 
 

The second list is “Special Benevolence” that are 
special offerings, Lenten offerings, Christmas Eve          
offerings, and misc. special offerings in 2011 that 
were over and above the designated benevolence 
which totaled $75,731.39. 
 

Our total 2011 benevolence support was 
$380,962.21.  
 

Check out the mission room for more information 
about many of these ministries or contact one of the 
Benevolence Committee members; Pastor David 
Witkop, Jennifer Conley, Kris Covi, Don & Lois   
Hansen, Karen Harned, and Mike Johnson. 



 

 

A Weekend to Remember Conference 
 

Marriage is defined by memories. They can be memories of joy and fulfillment or pain and         
heartbreak. It all depends on how well you apply the principles that make marriage thrive. For thirty 
years, the Weekend to Remember getaway has been helping couples create the kind of memories 
that build a healthy marriage. Remember your marriage. Remember this weekend.  
 

Weekend to Remember is a weekend marriage getaway that teaches God's design for marriage and family. The        
environment is fun, non-threatening, and sometimes hilarious. And it's a wonderful time for couples to refresh good     
marriages or heal troubled ones. There are over 150 conferences in cities all across the U.S. each year. Registration is 
open to individuals, couples, or groups. Whether you're engaged, newlywed, or remarried, enrich your marriage and   
begin a godly legacy for your family by attending a conference in a city near you. Or plan a memorable getaway to a  
destination of your choosing.  Designed for you to talk, laugh, learn & reconnect. 
 

If you can’t attend, consider “gifting” another couple!! 
 

Join the T!LC group and attend any Weekend to Remember getaway.  Group rate is only $159 per couple!! (regular rate 
is $159 per person) 
 
 
 
 
 
Group number is 13498, group name is thanksgivinglc. 
 

Contact Al & Jeanne Zamiska, 402-292-5789, for registration details.  Or, visit www.familylife.com/weekend for more info. 
 

Call 1-800-FL-TODAY or go to www.familylife.com/groups/thanksgivinglc to register. 
 

A ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ 

In Omaha – March 9 – 11, 2012 

In Kansas City, MO – March 16 – 28, 2012 

In Lincoln – March 23 – 25, 2012 

Learning to Be the Light – the Life-Long Process of Following Jesus 
 

So I started on this New Year’s resolution – striving to make mission a natural part of my daily life.  Even though I help 
organize T!LC’s Easter egg hunt and I’m involved in lots of outreach events, I discovered that it takes conscious        
discipline to put mission into every day. I thought I was doing rather well. I was working on fostering better relationships 
with my co-workers.  I prayed for people seeking God’s help in their lives.  I smiled at someone in the hallway.  But then 
two events seemed to bring all my efforts crashing down on me.  I let an opportunity to help someone pass by, and then 
I said something that, although not meant to, ended up hurting someone. Gosh, I thought, will I EVER learn! I can just 
be so, so selfish and insensitive!  The next few days were really difficult for me, as I kept thinking about how I could 
have done better and what I could have done differently.  Then I heard the song “Learning to Be the Light” by          
Newworldson.  Here’s the first verse: 
 

When the stars came crashing down ; In tiny pieces to the ground  
I was all alone down here ; Trapped beneath the atmosphere  

Then I thought somebody called my name ; I spun around and caught a flame  
I gave in to a God I didn't know ; And now everything is falling into place  

A brand new life is calling and I owe it all to grace  
  
The song goes on to say that when we stumble and it all goes wrong, only God and his grace can make it right.  Wow. 
Those were just the words I needed to hear.  Throughout this process of striving to live a missional life, I have to      
remember that I am going to stumble and mess up.  But God is right here to forgive me, pick me up, dust me off and 
show me the way forward.  And he will give me the strength to get beyond those doubts that try to keep me from     
moving ahead.  That’s the grace I need, because I know I’m not always going to get things right.  So I’m going to keep 
working at this missional life goal, knowing that sometimes I will stumble, sometimes I’ll get it right, and through it all 
God will be right there beside me, redirecting me as needed and encouraging me to keep trying. 
 
How are you doing on your missional life journey?  Do you have a story to share or suggestion on how others can make 
mission a part of their daily lives?  

Email them to Karen Harned at harnedco@hotmail.com. 

A MISSION MOMENT A MISSION MOMENT A MISSION MOMENT A MISSION MOMENT by Karen Harnedby Karen Harnedby Karen Harnedby Karen Harned        



 

 

Building Fund 
The capital campaign (Building 
Fund) launched May 1, 2010.      
Estimates of giving received were; 
148 estimates of giving for $317,122 
over a 2-year period Actual        
Contributions received through    
December 2011 were $271,570 or 
85.6% of the estimates of giving. 
 

Seven projects are already        
complete; we have replaced the 
original roof at the South Campus 
facility, upgraded our phone system, 
repaired the lighted sign at the 
South Campus, completed a church 
sign on the corner of 36th St and 
Hwy 370, installed media capability 
in the Heritage Sanctuary, repaired 
our parking lots, and replaced     
windows in the Heritage facility.  We 
are in the process of upgrading the 
Heritage Sanctuary lighting and 
sound system. 
 

2012 Offering Envelopes 
The 2012 offering envelopes were 
mailed December 28, 2011.  Please 
contact Harold Carlson at the 
church office if you are in need of 
offering      envelopes. 
Special Offerings 
Christmas Eve offerings were 
$15,141 and were split equally 
($7,570.50 to each ministry) to  
support the Open Door Mission and 
the T!LC Emergency Fund to     
support people in crisis in our    
community.  
Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the 
ability to receive electronic funds 
transfers (EFT) through a program 
called Simply Giving? Simply     
Giving is a safe and reliable      
electronic funds transfer program 
sponsored by Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans.  Check out our website 
for a link to enroll in Simply Giving. 
To enroll go to our website 

(www.thanks-giving.org) and click 
on Simply Giving under the    
member quick links at the top of 
the home page. You can also   
contact our Simply Giving               
Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the 
church office at 292-2695 or                
harold@thanks-giving.org for 
more information about the Simply    
Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you 
know, have a reliable automobile 
that could be donate to T!LC?  We 
continue to receive requests from 
families in need of reliable      
transportation.  Please contact 
Harold Carlson at the church    
office for more information. 
 

If you have any questions,      
comments or concerns please feel 
f r e e  t o  e - m a i l  m e  a t                  
harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org, 
call me at the church or stop by. 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 

Line Item Dec. Dec. YTD YTD Line Item Dec. Dec. YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 106,720 103,316 1,143,833 1,133,137 Facility/Operations 41,828 28,636 483,577 385,737

Non-pledged Giving 137,959 28,986 492,060 405,365 Ministry 55,638 63,506 651,892 584,137

Other Revenue 31,150 19,699 343,849 280,973 Personnel 76,530 79,489 858,887 899,579

Ministry Challenge 0 11,977 14,614 50,000

From Savings Acct. 0 0 0 0

Total Income 275,829 163,978 1,994,356 1,869,475 Total Expense 173,996 171,631 1,994,356 1,869,453

Income Expense

General Fund - December 2011

Membership Has Its Benefits 
– for All of us!  

 
T!LC Thrivent members were able to 
donate $6,776.00 of their Thrivent     
Financial for Lutherans “Choice        
Dollars” directly to Thanksgiving! That 
means extra money for so many       
ministries at  T!LC! 
 

Thrivent Choice is a program initiated by Thrivent to let members recommend where some of their Thrivent 
Charitable Outreach Funds go by directing “Choice Dollars.”  The T!LC Thrivent members designated their 
“Choice Dollars” to help support eight T!LC ministries –Youth, Heritage and Jubilation Services, Children, 
Quilting, Prayer Shawl Knitting, Joyful Noise Bells, and the Nursery.   Several members designated an     
additional $425 “Choice Dollars” to go directly to the T!LC Pre School.  That’s a total of $7,201. 
 

In addition to “Choice Dollars,” Thrivent provided four T!LC ministries $1,900 for Care Abounds in           
Community Program dollars during 2011.  These T!LC Hands on Service Activities were Quilting Ministry, 
Prayer Shawl Knitting Ministry, Thanksgiving Basket Outreach, and Lutheran Family Services, Christmas in 
“North O.”  That’s a total of $9,101 during 2011. 



 

 

T!LC CARE MINISTRIES  

One -to -one Christian care to 

individuals in our congregation 

and community who are facing a 

crisis or life challenge such as bereavement, 

hospitalization, a terminal illness.  We also 

provide care to those who are separated, 

divorced, unemployed, relocated, or who are 

experiencing a significant trial or storm in 

their lives.  
 

For information, call Rhonda Rupert, Parish 

Care Ministry Coordinator at  

402-292-2695. 

Stephen Ministry 
God’s Love In Action 

Our care ministry teams are your Covenant/Kingdom partners created to care  
and serve you with the love of Christ. 

 
The following support groups are scheduled to begin Thursday, January 5, 2012;  

meeting weekly through March 29, 2012: 
 
Divorce Care: A 13-week biblically based Christ centered seminar and support 
group for people seeking help in healing from the pain of separation and divorce. 
 
Divorce Care 4 Kids (DC4K): A support group with a purpose to help kids 
(ages 5-12) heal from the hurts caused by separation and divorce. It will equip kids 
with the tools necessary to develop healthier relationships within their own families. 

Would you consider serving as a group facilitator for Divorce Care or forDC4K (Divorce care For Kids)? 

Please contact the church office at 402-292-2695 for more information. 

Trauma treatment and therapeutic support for 
active military, veterans and their loved ones 

Vets 4 Vets 
CAMARADERIE • RESPECT • CONFIDENTIALITY • WELL-BEING 

Vets4Vets is a non-partisan organization dedicated to helping Iraq and Afghanistan-era Veterans heal from 
the psychological injuries of war through the use of peer support.  Peer support with fellow veterans furthers 
the healing process by providing vets a place to express what is “really” going on in their lives. 

SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS 

Our goal is to have a group for Iraq and Afghanistan-era veterans meeting in every community, so all of us 
have a place to turn when we need it.  Taking turns listening to each other’s experiences is the largest part of 
our support.  All veterans are welcome to participate in support groups.  Please call the closest At Ease office 
for times and dates. 

730 Fort Crook Road North • Bellevue NE 68005 • (402) 292-9105 

1811 West 2nd Street, Suite 300 • Grand Island NE  68803 • (308) 382-4255 

www.LFSneb.org  •  www.facebook.com/vets4vetsnebraska 

 

Sometimes Valentine's Day Isn't Happy 
 

For some people, Valentine's Day is a painful      
reminder of a broken relationship, the death of a 
loved one, a recent relocation, a chronic illness, or 
another life challenge. If you are going through a 
difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can bring Jesus' 
love (God's "ultimate Valentine") back into your life. Stephen      
Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They will 
meet with you privately on a weekly basis to listen, support and  
encourage you, to pray with and for you, and to walk with you for 
the duration of your struggle. 

To find out more about Stephen Ministry and how you or someone 
you know could be matched with a Stephen Minister, talk with any 
of our Stephen Leaders or contact Care Ministry at 402-292-2695.   

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you! 



 

 

Children’s & Youth Ministry Newsletter 

Children’s Ministry        February  2012       Connie Barnhart       Children’s Ministry Director 

Sunday School 
It’s February! When February rolls around I get excited thinking about Valentine’s Day and      
chocolate. If you would ask me to put those 2 items in order, based on excitement levels, I would 
have to say, chocolate then Valentine’s Day. 
 

More important than visions of chocolate just showing up in my office, Valentine’s Day presents an 
awesome opportunity to teach about the greatest love of all.  It gives the children’s ministry team a 
time to reiterate what the Bible tells us about love—Love is from God and God is Love. 
 

This year in the wonderful world of Sunday school, we are making Valentines to give to the      
Christian Radio Station, KGBI.  They in turn distribute them to retirement and long term care        
facilities for the aged.  I can testify from my experience of having had a parent in a nursing home, 
that these little paper pieces of love from kids bring smiles and joy. 
    
1 John 4:7 “Let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who 1 John 4:7 “Let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who 1 John 4:7 “Let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who 1 John 4:7 “Let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who 
loves a child is a child of God and knows God.”loves a child is a child of God and knows God.”loves a child is a child of God and knows God.”loves a child is a child of God and knows God.”    
 

Kidz Church by Richard Zolnowski- “ Unexpected Friday” 
 

Have you ever wanted to have an unexpected Friday? Well let me tell you how to achieve this.  T! LC Kidz 
Church on Saturday night is the springboard for an unexpected Friday. This is a ministry that pays you back 
in ways you could never have expected. What do I mean by this? My Monday started off with worries over a 
Tuesday medical appointment, Tuesday was filled with the wonderful stress of my medical appointment. 
Wednesday was back to work to find all of Monday’s and Tuesday’s work load waiting for me. By Thursday, I 
was almost caught up. On Friday the clock at work seemed to stop. Does this sound like your week, filled 
with stress and trials? Don’t worry, the exciting part is coming. So there I was in Blockbuster getting a movie. 
I was ready to go home and veg. With no warning there came this giant voice. Everyone in the store stopped 
to look in my direction. A four year old girl filled the room with the words “Mr. Z.” Before I could even react, 
she was giving me a hug. We had a two minute conversation and the miseries of my week were gone. To 
quote Anne of Green Gables, “words cannot express what I was filling at that moment.” If you want to have 
an unexpected Friday, come join us downstairs for Saturday night. You would be amazed at the impact you 
can have in the lives of T! LC kids. We love to have help passing out the colors, encouraging the kids with 
their singing, or assisting in games. The best part is, no teacher skills needed. Just a loving heart for T! LC’s 
kids and a love for the Lord. You never know when you might have an unexpected Friday. 
 

Sincerely, Mr. Z 
 

 
Vacation Bible School-June 25-29th   Sonquest Rainforest   
Have you ever dreamed of visiting a rainforest?  Seeing a volcano?     
Touching a monkey?  Join us this summer as we transform TLC into a vivid 
rainforest environment where children will meet Jesus through the teaching 
of 5 Parables.  We need many adult helpers, so mark your calendars 
and please consider volunteering. 

2012 



 

 

February 2012 

February 1 Backwards Night Wear your clothes  
backwards! 

February 8 Chocolate Night Earn chocolate kisses for each 
verse you say! (the more you 
say the more chocolate kisses 

you earn) 

February 15 Bring a friend night Bring your best friend to club to 
show them what it’s like! 

February 22 NO CLUB Ash Wednesday Service 

February 29 Green Night Wear as much green! 

It’s February which means you know exactly what Awana club is all about! You have learned 

many verses, played games, and sang many songs.  Now we challenge you to be an Awana 

missionary.  We have learned that a missionary is someone who goes out and tells other people 

about Jesus.  We want you to do the same! Since there is no club on February 22, because of 

Ash Wednesday, we want everyone to wear their Awana uniform to school.  Yep, just wear it to 

school and when your friends ask what it is, tell them about Awana and share what you have 

learned about Jesus. And if you want to really impress your friends, share a couple of verses that 

you have learned.  If your homeschooled, you can do this too! Just wear your uniform out to the 

store or playground.  If you choose to wear your uniform to school, fill out the coupon and bring it 

back on February 29th to receive 5 Awana Shares!  

  

Awana Coupon! 
 

 

 

I wore my Awana Uniform on February 22 to school or wherever I went.  I told people all about   

Jesus and shared a verse that I have learned. 

  

Clubber name:_____________________________________ 

  

Parent signature:__________________________________________ 

  



 

 

www.thanksgivingyouth.org 

February 2012 

• February 5th— No Youth Activities tonight 

• February 12th: Worship and Small Groups 

• February 17th-19th: Dare2Share in Lincoln, Nebraska (Registrations still accepted, cost is 
$125)  

• February 19th: NO Evening HSM  

• February 26th: Worship and Small Groups in the Family Life Center 6:00-8:00pm.  

 

5th and 6th Graders 
Saturday Night Lights— For more information— 402-933-9799 or landjbabcock@gmail.com   

• February 4th: Lisle and Jessica Babcock’s Home 7:00-8:30pm  

• February 18th: Ron and Shelly Brockhaus’ Home 7:00-8:30pm 

7th and 8th Graders 
• February 1st: Junior High Live: Large Group/Worship: Navigate 

through the Bible 

• February 8th: Junior High Live: Community Service Project  

• February 15th: Junior High Live: Small Groups  

• February 17th-19th: Dare2Share in Lincoln, Nebraska 
(Registrations still accepted, cost is $125) 

• February 22nd:  Ash Wednesday, NO Activities  

• February 29th:    Junior High Live: Large Group/Worship: Memorize 
verses from the Bible  

We believe one of the best ways to grow in our faith is 

to do it as a family. Through the month of February we 
are offering two opportunities for times that your  

family can join us and experience Christ together. This 
is open to all 5th-12th grade students and their     

families.  

• February 13th: Father/Daughter Date Night  

• February 25th: Community Service Day   

Andrew Mather  
Text: 402-880-3676 
Church: 402-292-2695 
andrew.mather@thanks-giving.org 
www.thanksgivingyouth.org 
www.facebook.com/TLCYouthMinistry 

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday February 22nd. There will be no youth activities this        

evening. Lent services will begin on THURSDAY March 1st. The Student Ministry will be 
doing a Lenten meal as a fundraiser. Please bring your friends and family to enjoy        

community and food together and to support our student ministries! 



 

 

T!LC NOTES 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

BAPTISMS 
(January 8, 2012) 

• Caitlyn Leann Smith, daughter of 
Michael & Shari Smith.  Sponsors are 
Damien & Danielle Dempsay and   
Michael Blum and Shawn Kirby 

 
(January 28, 2012) 

• Evangeline Kay Tomjack, daughter 
of Brandon & Tonya Tomjack.      
Sponsors are Wes & Ashley True.  

SYMPATHY 
• The Wegner Family in the death of 

Janine’s grandmother, Roberta 
Flom.—December 28, 2011 

• The Witkop Family, in the death of 
David’s father Wellington Witkop—
January 11, 2012 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
02/04 Roger & Sharen Sievert 
02/07 Charlie & Dannie Daubs 
02/08 Kevin & Mary Stork 
02/08 Nathan & Katie Wallman 
02/09 John & Pamela Whetzal 
02/10 Travis & Carla Hall 
02/10 Tom & Tessa Turner 
02/11 Tom & Marsha Culbertson 
02/12 PK & Pam Simmons 
02/12 Carl & Cheri Peoples 
02/13 Frank & Margaret Bruch 
02/13 Gary & Mary Findlay 
02/14 Craig & Gisela Lacy 
02/14 Charles Carlsen & Kay Brooks 
02/14 Del & Diane Madson 
02/14 Andy & Devon Cutinella 
02/14 Paul & Julie Clarahan 
02/16 Rick & Betty Albanez 
02/17 John & Vicki DeRoo 
02/17 Russ & Brenda Thille 
02/24 Jim & DeEtt Harless 
02/24 Richard & Kathryn Biermann 
02/27 Michael & Sharra Smith 
02/29 Roger & Linda Christensen 
02/29 Judd & Belinda Bessey 

02/19 Devin Ivy 
02/19 Michele Oman 
02/19 Kellie Stoessel 
02/19 Josephine Stoessel 
02/19 Rita Nicholson 
02/19 Seth Zaloudek 
02/19 Andrew Kowalski 
02/20 Mary Walters 
02/20 Natalie Iwai 
02/20 Ryan Needham 
02/20 Ryan Bushek 
02/20 Kay O'Connell 
02/21 Scott Heckens 
02/21 James Akol 
02/21 Martin Delahanty 
02/21 Kyla Dyrstad 
02/21 Robert Wegner 
02/22 Brittany Hoffman 
02/22 Karen Chandler 
02/22 Christopher Gladbach 
02/22 Joseph Fullenkamp 
02/22 Philip Vogel 
02/22 William Mashek 
02/23 Abby Borer 
02/23 Cassandra Kallhoff 
02/23 Akela Dramse 
02/23 Maya Camp 
02/24 Ben Elliott 
02/24 Christopher Kadow 
02/24 Robert Jenkner 
02/25 Tyler Anderson 
02/25 Chelsie Schiro 
02/25 Hunter Marz 
02/25 Wendy Lundquist 
02/26 Debbie Shortino 
02/26 Caylin Dawson 
02/26 Gene Hansen 
02/27 Erin Pauley 
02/27 Maylene Haslett 
02/27 Marc Conley 
02/27 Erik James 
02/27 Sarah Biermann 
02/28 Awien Riing 
02/28 Lanea Jackson 
02/28 Angela Ask 
02/28 Matthew Bateman 
02/28 Sherry Albracht 
02/28 Kristin Hanna 
02/29 Sonja Wegner 

02/09 Maggie Sutton 
02/09 Deborah Gadeken 
02/09 Rick Albanez 
02/09 Libby Walls 
02/10 Kurt Kramer 
02/10 Adam Bateman 
02/10 Kylie Wegner 
02/10 Jeff Wiitanen 
02/10 Susan Jensen 
02/11 Brittany Townsend 
02/11 Timothy Melvin 
02/11 Collin Dunn 
02/11 Macy Gould 
02/11 Timothy Butts 
02/12 Frank Wink 
02/12 Hannah Griffith 
02/12 Stephanie Shoning 
02/12 John Whetzal 
02/12 Mike Majeski 
02/12 Kimberly Avery 
02/12 Michael Haire 
02/13 Hannah Joyce 
02/13 Jennifer Long 
02/13 Tanner Martensen 
02/13 Christopher Dow 
02/13 Becky McDonald 
02/14 Julie Flores 
02/14 Anna Covi 
02/14 Jett Stephens 
02/14 Kenneth Heidzig 
02/15 Andrew Johnson 
02/15 Brian Lebeck 
02/15 Susan Benson 
02/15 Laurie Hanna 
02/15 Staci Martensen 
02/15 Loeatice Finerty 
02/16 Brittany McKnight 
02/16 Ava Finley 
02/16 Patsy Meyer 
02/17 Tyler Thille 
02/17 Trevor Peacock 
02/17 Andrew Kadow 
02/18 Akuol Riing 
02/18 Trisha McArthur 
02/18 Terri Kane 
02/18 Kathy Majeski 
02/18 Cade Evans 
02/18 Michael Patterson 
02/19 Kathy Onnen 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
02/01 Jacob Harlow 
02/01 John West 
02/01 Shelley Iverson 
02/02 Brian VanOrman 
02/02 Dennis Hollenbeck 
02/02 Matthew Carnley 
02/02 Karen Rowell 
02/02 Alicia Heiden 
02/02 Alex Althof 
02/02 Jennifer Winslow 
02/02 Gerrad Dreessen 
02/02 Mary Belford 
02/02 Brian Dalen 
02/02 Dawn Arkle 
02/02 Lisa Kadow 
02/03 Delores Belsaas 
02/03 Johnathon Harter 
02/03 Pierce Atkinson 
02/03 Peter Iverson 
02/03 Bryan Saggau 
02/03 Janine Wegner 
02/03 David Mounce 
02/03 Brandon Evans 
02/03 Anika Kothe 
02/03 Kim Allen 
02/04 Brayden Mussman 
02/04 Brian Childers 
02/04 Chris Baumert 
02/05 Alex Liberty 
02/05 Adam Hoogeveen 
02/05 Eliot Althof 
02/06 Kathy Owens 
02/06 Douglas Belsaas 
02/06 Sydney Skarda 
02/06 Derek Nielsen 
02/06 Matt Fundus 
02/06 Shannon Triggs 
02/06 Katelyn Dyrstad 
02/06 Jadyn Stahr 
02/07 Sterlin Blackwell 
02/07 Michael Connett 
02/07 Kelsey Woodard 
02/07 Gregory Clark 
02/08 Addison Johnson 
02/08 Beverly Mussman 
02/09 Cynthia Maynard 
02/09 MicKala Carnley 
02/09 Timothy Stork 

Baptism Classes will be 
held on 

 

• March 25th, 2012 
• May 6th, 2012 

  
All Class are held at 11am 
 

Be sure to plan ahead!  
This class is required before 

scheduling a  
baptism.  Please contact 

the church office at 
292-2695 or send an email 

to  
discipleship@thanks-

giving.org  
to register for the class. 

Questions:  
Contact Pastor Bruce Kotila 

BIRTHS 

• Laila Beth Roth on December 19, 
2011.  Parents are Chris & Sarh 
Roth. 

 

• Marcus Joji Swanson on January 
10, 2012. Parents are Andy & 
Heather Swanson. Proud grandpar-
ents are George & Pam Swanson. 
Great grandmother is Ann Swanson. 

 

• Colton Alan Piper, on January 22, 
2012.  Parents are Clint & Gina 
Piper.  Proud grandparents are Dale 
& Laurie Piper. 



 

 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

February 4 & 5—Holy Communion 
5:30 CJ Walter   Vickey Boyd, Keela Burkholder Steve Tyler, Ron & Pat Barnes 

         Johann & Kathy Onnen 

 
8:15  Steve Albracht Jon Iverson Linda Christensen, Diane Heying       Gerry Leseberg, Ross Ashbacher   Bob & Tami
     Lynn Erickson                   Dewayne Ryder, Alden Schmitz          Maxwell 
       
9:30 Andrea Skarda  Tracy Gramps, Sue Monzingo, Leah Jorstad      Michelle Gaulin-Lasenburg                     
     Cathy Muhle, Michelle Gaulin, Kari Balaberde    Lynn Aarhus, Dan Harringa , Kari Balaberde   
 
11:00 Joyce Pancoast  Sue Tonn, Jan Pasteka, Joyce Pancoast        Jeanne & Al Zamiska, 
    Elaine McHenry, Dee & Mike Miller         Tom Tritsch, Rob Madden 

February 11 & 12 
5:30 Jan Elliot 

8:15 Tami Maxwell Jennifer Johnson        Gary & Molly Baumert 

9:30 Terry Wilson 

11:00 Rick Hull 

 

February 18 & 19—Holy Communion 
5:30 Scott Heckens   Johann Onnen, Ramona Lucas 

8:15 Karin Ingram Mike Dunn John & Fran Taylor, Charlie Smock      

9:30 Juanita Jenison   Chrys & Dirk Frey, Lynn Muller, Jackie Fuxa  

     Marilyn McLaughlin, Sarah Heller  

11:00 Lo Finerty   Ken & Lisa Clinard, Lana Fox,  

     Kevin & Jeanne Coats, Rose Woerner 

February 25 & 26 
5:30 Catherine Brandt 

8:15 Vickey Anderson Carol Umberger                Roger & Linda Christensen 

9:30 Barb Jeppesen 

11:00 Chris Jackson 

Time   Reader    Worship Asst      Communion Assistants     Ushers All of Feb.                  Greeters 

  8:15   9:30 & 11:00 
February 5 Laurie Hanna  Sue Tonn 

February 12 Denise Herbert   

February 19 Grace Overby  Rhonda Wiebers 

February 26    Pat Sohm 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Readers/Communion Assistants: (Sat 5:30/Sun 8:15) Venus Buck 402-291-0594; (9:30/11:00) Donna Gilbert 402-293-1656 

Alter Guild: Michael Treachler 402-292-2695 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Terry Lucas 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-502-9168 
Greeters: Karen Griffith 402-331-1935 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 



 

 

The Life of Discipleship:   Walking in the Covenant, building the Kingdom 

RETREAT INFORMATION  
Lord, Teach Us to Pray 

Silent Retreat 
MARCH 15-18, 2012—ST. BENEDICT CENTER  

 

Lord, Teach Us to Pray retreats create an environment where participants can give undivided attention to 

growing their relationship with God. It is a time to discover more about God, what it means to believe in Jesus 

Christ, and how to live the fullness of life God desired for each of us. This retreat will explore personal renewal 

based on the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius. The cost is $210 per person, which includes meals and      

lodging. Registration is available on the T!LC website or in the Welcome Center and is due by March 1st.  For 

more information, contact Pastor Bruce at discipleship@thanks-giving.org or call the church office. 

 

• I wasn’t sure I wanted to attend the silent retreat at first, I mean who wants to be quiet for three days, 

but it was well worth the personal sacrifice of my own voice to be still before God and hear his.  I     

received significant direction from God while on the retreat and still cherish the inspiration and         

discernment of the Holy Spirit I received during the retreat.  I would recommend we all attend at least 

once.  (Susan) 

• Before I went to St. Benedict Center, I was nervous about what to expect and how I would handle the 

silence.  What I discovered was the most incredible, intimate weekend with God that I had ever        

experienced.  He spoke directly to my heart.  Every time I go back for a retreat, I am overcome with a 

feeling of peace and God’s presence.  St. Benedict Center will always hold a special place in my heart 

because it not only was the place that God found me, but I found God!  (Carolyn) 

• To remove yourself from the busy city, cell phones, schedules and the demands of the role you play in 

your family, and to just rest in the presence of our Holy Father was an incredible gift, God took care of 

the rest.  (Kirsten) 

• The silent retreat is a very necessary part of my abide-rhythm and is something I do at least annually.  

I have been to a silent retreat each of the past three years, and it is my highest priority to experience 

this time with God annually.  Visions, prophetic messages, incredible peace, and Sonship were part of 

my last retreat experience at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler.  (Mike) 

Financial Peace University 
 

February 21—May 15    •    Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00pm 
  

Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you how to make 
the right decisions with your money. You’ll be empowered with the practical skills and 
confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and experience true financial 
peace! Don’t worry – you don’t have to share any information that you’d rather keep 
private. This 13 week DVD based curriculum is presented by Dave Ramsey, a leading 
expert on financial matters who counsels thousands each week on his radio program.  

 

You can register for the class and learn more about Financial Peace University at daveramsey.com.  
   

For more information about Financial Peace University, contact Jenni Schliesman at jennilee@cox.net. 



 

 

T!LC Health Ministries 

T!LC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics.  If you have any questions or would like 
to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 402-292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org. 

Arthritis 
 

Arthritis literally means ‘joint inflammation’.  It generally refers to inflammation of one or more joints, with over 
100 different types of arthritis generally recognized. 
 

Arthritis involves the breakdown of cartilage.  Cartilage normally protects the joint, allowing it to move 
smoothly.  Cartilage also absorbs shock when pressure is placed on the joint, such as walking.  Without the 
normal amount of cartilage, the bones rub together, causing pain, swelling and stiffness. 
 

Joint inflammation may result from: 
• an autoimmune disease (the body’s own immune system mistakenly attacks healthy tissue) 
• broken bones 
• general ‘wear and tear’ on joints (Osteoarthritis) 
• infections, such as bacteria or viruses 
 

Usually joint inflammation goes away after the cause goes away or is treated.  When the cause does not  
completely go away, arthritis may become chronic and more problematic. 
 

Osteoarthritis is the most common type of arthritis.  Over one third of people older than age 65 are afflicted by 
osteoarthritis.  The precise cause and progression of osteoarthritis is unknown.  Several factors may make a 
person vulnerable to the disease: Female sex, inflammatory joint diseases such as infection or gout, obesity, 
occupations requiring repetitive activities (such as bending), older age, or previous injury (torn cartilage or me-
chanical damage). 
 

The goal of treatment is to reduce pain, improve function, and prevent further damage.  The underlying cause 
cannot usually be cured. 
 

Lifestyle changes 
 

Lifestyle changes are the preferred treatment for osteoarthritis.  Exercise can help relieve stiffness, reduce 
pain and fatigue. 
 

Exercise programs include: Low impact aerobic activity, range of motion exercises for flexibility, and strength 
training for increasing muscle tone. 
 

Chiropractics or Physical Therapy may be recommended.  This includes heat or ice application, use of orthotic 
devices, massage and water therapies. 
 

Other recommendations: 
• Get plenty of sleep 
• Avoid staying in one position for too long 
• Avoid positions or movements that place extra stress on sore joints 
• Install devices to make activities easier, such as grab bars 
• Stress reducing activities such as meditation, yoga or tai chi 
• Eat healthy diet full of fruits and vegetables that contained important vitamins and minerals 
• Eat foods rich in omega-3 fatty acids, such as fish, flaxseed, soybeans 
• Apply capsaicin cream over painful joints 
• Lose weight 
 

Medication: 
• Medication may be helpful along with lifestyle changes.  Acetaminophen (Tylenol) is usually tried first, up 

to 4 g a day.  This is usually the safest. 
• Aspirin, ibuprofen or naproxen (Aleve)can also help relieve arthritis pain but have more potential risks. 
• Numerous other prescription medications specific to arthritis may be used, including corticosteroids placed 

directly into the joint. 
 

Most arthritis conditions are long-term.  Consult with your health care provider if joint pain persists more than 
several days or especially if the joint is red or hot to the touch.  Early diagnosis and treatment can help       
prevent further joint damage. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You All 
 

Rich and I want to thank all of you for 
the support, love, prayers and gift you 
gave to us.  We were very blessed by 
your support as we traveled with God 

through our seminary journey.  
  

We feel very blessed to have served 
you the past two years and pray for God 
to hold you in his loving arms throughout 

this New Year. 
 

God’s blessings, 
Rich & Susan Westland 

Women’s Book Study 
 
Women’s Book Study will be held 
at 7:00 PM on Monday, February 
13th at the Bellevue home of Linda 
Simodynes. To reach Linda’s 
home at 2724 Woodbine Court, 

drive Ft Crook Road. One block South of Cornhusker, 
turn West onto Bryan Ave (watch street sign only on 
West side, street name on East side is Herman Dr.). 
Two blocks later, turn left onto Willow Ave. At the crest 
of the hill and beyond the sixth single family house on 
the left, turn left in front of the two story townhomes.  
Linda’s home is the fourth door.  
 
We will view the DVD, Anointed, Transformed,          
Redeemed – A Study of David as speaker Beth Moore 
leads us through it. Study Leader Karen Rowell asks 
that you prepare for the meeting by completing “Week 
Four” in the study guide (pages 78-96). 
 
C a l l  o r  e m a i l  L i n d a  ( 4 0 2 - 2 9 1 - 2 6 1 7 ,                            
Simodynesl@hotmail.com) or co-hostess Rama Lalljie 
(402-597-3934, lalljie@cox.net ) if you have any     
questions or are UNABLE to attend. Remember this  
is a scent free evening. Hope to see you there! 

January Happenings at TLC Preschool 
• We returned from Christmas break on January 5 

• Our units of study for January were: 

• Transportation 

• Our Bodies 

• Our Five Senses 

• The PreK children took a field trip to Kids Body Shop 

• Enjoyed Children’s Chapel with Michael Treachler 

 

Looking Forward to February 
• Units of study will include Valentine’s Day and the Circus 

• We will present our Valentine Programs on February 13th and 14th 

• Pockets the Clown will visit the preschool on the 16th and 17th 

• We will be begin accepting registrations for next fall on Monday, February 21 at 9am for current      
families, alumni, and church attendees.   

• We will begin enrolling members of the community on Monday, February 27 beginning at 7am.  If you 
would like to visit the preschool please contact Dana Crosgrove at 402/490-4341 or via e-mail at        
preschool@thanks-giving.org.  



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 
It’s Your Library! 
February 2012 

    
February 2012, or the second month of the New Year, is underway. One of the important 
dates of our church calendar year is February 22nd, Ash Wednesday. Take time to look 
through the “Spiritual Growth” section, as it has many good reads that can assist you in 
your journey during the Lenten season. The many books on the shelves are too numerous 

to list! I will be   putting out more books than normal on the cart this month and there will be a rotation of 
these books with a new group appearing each week.  
 
The Easter section is another worth looking through.  When you enter the library, the first bookcase to your 
right and on the top shelf, has been set aside for the celebration of Easter.  If anyone has books, DVD's or 
CD’s they would like to donate for this area of the library, please drop them in the library.  
 
We are already into the second month of our “daily devotion” goal that was set for the new year, Please     
remember that it is never to late to start.  Additional devotional books have been donated, so make sure you 
take a look and remember these can be checked out for the year. Just fill out the card and leave in the box 
with the date you checked it out; your name and phone number. I am happy to report that many of you are 
responding to this challenge and have been visiting the library for resources! 
 
There are other books of interest that can give you additional insight into “The Story” as well as many new 
non fiction and fiction books that have been donated.  
 
For those of you who enjoyed the John Ortberg book “If You Want To Walk On Water” make sure you check 
the cart for 3 new book titles by John.  Excerpts from the back covers of each book are below. 
 

The Life You’ve Always Wanted  
“What does true spiritual life really look like? What keeps you from living such a life? What can you do 
to pursue it? If you’re tired of the status quo—if you suspect that there’s more to Christianity than what 
you’ve experienced –John Ortberg points to a road of transformation and spiritual vigor that anyone 
can take. One that leads to  The Life You’ve Always Wanted.” 
 
Everybody’s Normal Till You Get To Know Them 
“Normal? who’s normal?  Not you, that’s for sure! No one you’ve ever met, either. None of us are    
normal according to God’s definition, and the closer we get to each other, the plainer that becomes. 
Yet for all our quirks, sins and jagged edges, we need each other. “Take this adventure and find out! 
 
Love Beyond Reason 

 “How do you explain a love that has no explanation? What will happen if you let it touch your heart?” 
“John Ortberg reveals the God you’ve longed to encounter: a Father head-over-heels in love with you, 
his child, and intensely committed to your highest joy.  This book will have you coming face to face 
with the Love that frees and empowers you to love. “ 

 
 
Until next month…God’s peace to all! 
Vicki D 



 

 

Dates to Remember: 
 

Feb 4 & 5—1st Communion Weekend 
 
Feb 13— Father/Daughter Date Night 
 
Feb 13—T!LC Blood Drive 
 
Feb 14—Valentines Day!! 
 
Feb 16—Cruise Tour Meeting—6:30pm 
 
Feb 16—TLC Council Meeting—7pm 
 
Feb 17-19—DaretoShare (Lincoln) 
 
Feb 21—Financial Peace begins-6:30pm 
 
Feb 22—Ash Wednesday–Service @ 
    6:30am, 6:00pm and 7:30pm 
 
Feb 22—NO Awana or Youth Activities 
 
Feb 25—Youth Family Community Service Day 

Life Group:  A Place for  
Discipleship 

If you are interested in discovering a new type 
of Christian community that is centered 
around the Biblical principles of discipleship 

please go to http://tlcmidsize.blogspot.com  
This is a site that we have set up specifically for the      
missional community.  Or feel free to call hosts Rob and 
Janine Wegner at 293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net  
 

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob 
and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and 
teaching. 

The March 
Newsletter  

Deadline is:  
February 17, 2012 

 

 

 

Weekly updates on events and church happenings 
are located on our website!   
Registration for several events are 
available!  Check it out at: 

www.thanks-giving.org  
 

Did you know….. 
 

You can receive this newsletter  
publication via email??  If you would 

like to begin to receive the Newsletter via email in 
place of your mailed copy send your name and email 
address to  
 

sara@thanks-giving.org.   
You can also read it on our website at: 
www.thanks-giving.org/newsletters 

Dominican Republic Mission Trip Planned 
for 2012. 

 

Tentative dates are  
April 23—May 5 or May 25—June 5. 

 

If you are interested in this trip please contact 
Mike Albers(malbers@qualitytm.com) or  

call (402-490-1556) 
 

The estimated cost is $2000 per person T!LC 
scholarships are available. 

T!LC Blood Drive 
 

Please consider donating blood at 
our next blood drive on Monday, 
Feb. 13th from 1:30-7:00pm.  To 
schedule an appointment please go 
to www.redcrossblood.org and    
enter sponsor code 009642 to go to 

the T!LC donation date.  You will receive a reminder 
call the weekend before the blood drive.  
 
See some of the reasons you should donate blood: 

• The number one reason donors say they give blood 

is because they "want to help others." 

• One donation can help save the lives of up to three 

people. The American Red Cross supplies           

approximately 40 percent of the nation's blood    

supply. 

• The Red Cross makes blood available to any       

patient who needs it ! 

• Eighty percent of the blood donations given to the 

Red Cross are collected at mobile blood drives  

• Every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs 

blood. 

• More than 38,000 blood donations are needed 

every day 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Parish Care/Stephen Ministry:  402.292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May , , , 

∗ Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

∗ Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00 

∗ Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge 

∗ Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

∗ Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the        

summer months. 
 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director Connie Barnhart 

Kidz Church Director  Richard Zolnowski 

Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan & Ryan Cinfel 

Youth Director   Andrew Mather 

Worship & Music Director   Carol Umberger 

Nursery Director   Regina Neemann 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
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