Srming

pVéSm Cabrist / LUTHERAN CHURCH

C O\/ E NIA l“\] T www.thanks-giving.org

January 2011 Volume 27, No. 1

Dear Friends In Christ,

Christmas — | hope that your Christmas celebration of our Savior’s birth was a blessed one for you, and that
the wonderful message of Emmanuel (God is with us) has once again stirred your hearts and filled you with
hope, peace, and joy!

Preaching Series on Community — On January 16 we will begin a new 8 week preaching series on the
power and gift of Christian Community. Having a sense of “belonging” to a group of friends or a community of
people is wonderful, until you don’t have it. This series will explore biblical principles and stories which will
encourage us in building more authentic relationships and communities within our church and with our
neighbors and acquaintances. We are also encouraging you to purchase a companion book by James Bryan
Smith, titled: The Good and Beautiful Community. The chapters in this excellent book will compliment the
weekly messages, and can be used for personal reflection or for study in a Small Group or Life Group.

“20— Somethings” Gathering, January 16, 6:30pm , — If you are somewhere near the age of 19 to 35 you
are invited to gather at our home (Glenn & Suzanne Harless) for an evening of fun and community building.
Bring an appetizer to share and a gift for a “white elephant” gift exchange. (Directions to 2917 Schuemann
Dr. - From 25" and Capehart go south, then right on Blackhawk Dr., right on 29" St., left on Schuemann Dr.
We are the last house on the left at the top of the hill.)

Cheryl Smith Reception, January 8 & 9, — Please join us on Saturday night and Sunday morning, January
8 & 9, for a retirement reception for Cheryl Smith who, after 15 years, is retiring as our Worship & Music
Coordinator. Please join us in expressing your appreciation and best wishes to Cheryl, for her faithful and
fine ministry. We have truly been blessed, to have such a talented and gifted worship leader who has led us
weekly in worship and praise!

January 30, 6pm, Small Group/Life Group Kickoff — Join Hans and Franz as they initiate “little” Pastor
Bruce on Sunday night, January 30, for a celebration/kickoff of our Small Group and Life Group ministry. A
Life Group is very much like a Small Group but also has a regular “out” dimension to complement times of
Bible study and fellowship. If you would like to lead one of these groups, or be in one, please contact Pastor
Bruce at discipleship@thanks-giving.org. And of course, we are looking forward to having all of our existing
Small Group and Life Group members join us for the fun. There is a rumor floating around T!LC’s own
“Church Lady” may make an appearance. Child care will be available.

January 30, 12:30 pm, the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held in the Family Life Center. The
purpose of the meeting will be to:

Adopt a Ministry Budget for 2011.

Elect three persons to the TILC Congregation Council.

Elect two persons to the 2011 Nominating Committee

Vote on proposed changes to T!LC’s Constitution.
Copies of the annual report, and action items will be available the weekend of January 16.

/j/w«v/ Hailess
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T!ILC CARE MINISTRIES

God’s Great Love - Matthew 2:1-2; 11(NIV)
Vicar Susan Westland

" After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem ? and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.”.... "' On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh.

From the cradle in Bethlehem to the cross in Jerusalem, mankind has pondered the love of our Father in
heaven. God’s amazing love was announced to the world through the coming of the Magi. God’s love
proclaimed to the world through these Wise Men who acknowledged Jesus as “King” and reveal the
incarnate Christ, our Savior. God’s love was confirmed through Simeon’s blessings that this child Jesus
would be "a light for revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:32 NIV)

EPIPUANY. F

For centuries the world had been ruled by the darkness of evil and now the
Messiah had been born. The star in the night sky revealed the birth of the long
ll awaited Messiah who was to come and fulfill God’s promises spoken of by the
Prophet Isaiah, “ “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
LORD rises upon you. 2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is
over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your

dawn.” (Isaiah 60:1-3 NIV)

For most of us, with our Christmas celebrations over, it is time to get back into the rhythm of life again. For
some, 2010 was filled with illness, the death of a loved one, financial difficulties, family heartaches, or other
trials. For others, sorrow fills our days, we are out of balance and there is an aching in our hearts which
needs to be satisfied. We need God to come and touch us with his healing hand and bring hope into our
lives. We need to feel God’s love spoken of by the Magi.

Even though as Christians we are taught in Scripture that we will face trials and hard times in our lives, it can
be hard to hang onto our faith in the midst of adversity. However, the coming of the Christ child reminds us
that we are not alone in our suffering. We are able to find hope in the Gospel of Matthew which teaches us
Christ came! He came into the world, to save the world, to bring light into the darkness of the world. Jesus
himself said, 2.4 am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.” (John 8:12 NIV) Yes, the gates of hell will come against us but God is for us and nothing can
ever separate us from the greatness of his love.

This month as we celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord and begin to travel together toward Lent and the
Cross, let us cling to the hope which accompanies God'’s fulfilled promises in the birth of his Son. We know
the “rest of the story”. Although we may never fully comprehend the greatness of God’s love, we can bow
down and worship the our “King” Jesus Christ, the light of the world who heals our broken hearts and
restores our hope through God’s amazing love.

Stephen Ministry
God'’s Love In Action
One -to -one Christian care to

individuals in our congregation
and community who are facing a

The Power of God in
Prayer!

n For _Care Ministries
3 Assistance. .

74

During Church
Office Hours:
Please call 402.292.2695

= “I tell you to believe that you
have received the things you

ask for in prayer, and God

All Other Times:

Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice
mail number 402.292.7633 and leave
a message. You will be contacted by
a Care Ministries staff person or a
pastor. This number is checked four
to six times daily.

will give them to you.”
(Mark 11:24 ISB)

prayer? James 5:13-16 commands us to
call for the elders of the church to pray over
us. Healing Prayer Team members are
available in the Prayer Chapel every week-
end immediately following each service.

You are invited and encouraged to come for
healing and other personal prayer needs.

crisis or life challenge such as
bereavement, hospitalization, a terminal illness.
We also provide care to those who are sepa-
rated, divorced, unemployed, relocated, or who
are experiencing a significant trial or storm in
their lives.

For information, call Vicar Susan Westland,
Parish Care Ministry Coordinator at
402-292-2695.
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T!LC HEALTH MINISTRIES

TILC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics. If you have any questions or would like
to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org.

Sleep Apnea B Z_Z

Sleep apnea is a serious sleep disorder. People who have sleep apnea stop breathing for 10 to 30
seconds at a time while they are sleeping. These short stops in breathing can happen up to 400
times a night. If you have sleep apnea, periods of not breathing can disturb your sleep even though
you do not fully wake you up.

There are two kinds of sleep apnea. Obstructive apnea and central apnea. Nine out of 10 people who have sleep
apnea have obstructive sleep apnea. Something is blocking the airway in these people. The airway might be blocked by
your tongue, tonsils or uvula. It might also be blocked by a large amount of fatty tissue in the throat or by relaxed throat
muscles. Central sleep apnea is less common. This type of sleep apnea is related to function of the central nervous
system.

Is sleep apnea dangerous?

Sleep apnea can cause serious problems if left untreated. The risk of high blood pressure, heart failure and stroke is
higher if you have serious sleep apnea that goes untreated. You are also more likely to have traffic accidents if you drive
while sleepy. It is important to get treatment if sleep apnea is a problem.

Who is at risk for sleep apnea?
Men who are overweight and people who are over 40 years of age are more likely to have sleep apnea. However, it can
affect anyone at any age.

How do | know if | have sleep apnea?

Because some of the symptoms of sleep apnea occur while sleeping, your bed partner may notice
first. You may have heavy snoring or long pauses in your breathing during sleep. Even if you do
not remember waking up, you may notice excessive daytime sleepiness, falling asleep at work or
while driving. You may also experience morning headaches, forgetfulness, mood changes,
irritability in addition to excessive fatigue.

If you are concerned about sleep apnea, the Berlin Questionnaire can help identify individuals at
risk for sleep apnea syndrome. Examples are available on the web.

Is there anything | can do to help my sleep apnea?

Simple initial measures may help decrease effects of sleep apnea:

e Stop all use of alcohol or sleep medications. These relax the muscles in the back of the throat, making it more
difficult to breathe

e If you smoke, stop smoking

e If you are overweight, lose weight

e Sleep on your side instead of your back

Technology now exists to accurately assess the presence of sleep apnea. Home apnea tests can evaluate whether or
not apnea occurs at nighttime. Once the presence of apnea is confirmed, a formal sleep study should be completed to
help determine the cause of the apnea and what treatment should be recommended. This is usually coordinated through
your medical provider.

How is sleep apnea treated?

Simple measures noted above including sleep position and behavior changes are recommended. If these simple
measures are not effective, sleeping devices such as CPAP and other breathing techniques are helpful in stopping the
sleep apnea. If CPAP cannot be tolerated, dental appliances and other behavior measures may be considered. Surgical
intervention is a last resort.

Sleep apnea is now recognized as a serious disorder. Besides the effect of just not feeling well with associated daytime
fatigue and irritability, it can lead to serious accidents or injuries at work and while driving. However, long-standing sleep
apnea can also lead to elevated blood pressure and heart disease. It is now well established that individuals with
significant sleep apnea are at higher risk of strokes. Therefore, it is much more than a convenience issue.

Please contact the TILC Care Ministries team if you have any questions!
Your body is an incredible gift from the Lord! Please take care of your body and treat it right!!
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MISSION MOMENTS

Befriending

Inviting

from Pastor David .

P lnve‘stmg Transforming
Mission. What is our mission statement by the way? Our mission is to reach out e Livesin
and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of weiis  Christ
Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 1

Growin;

Christmas in North Omaha with Lutheran Family Services
Lutheran Family Services’ North Omaha Center for Healthy Families held a wonderful

Christmas party in December and they used 263 Christmas presents our T!LC family
donated to make Christmas special for many North Omaha children. During our
November Serve Day men, women and children filled the Missions Room with excitement
as they wrapped those gifts and shared the opportunity to reach out and show God's love
to others. | wanted to share a “God moment” | experienced a few days before our
wrapping party. | was at a store to buy toys with money donated for the North Omaha

- Christmas party. While in the checkout line, the woman in front of me commented on the
number of toys in my cart and | told her the reason behind my purchase. We finished
talking and moved forward in line. A minute passed and she turned back around, handed me $20 and
exclaimed, "Go buy more toys for those children!" | was overwhelmed — this woman did not know me, but
God had touched her heart to have faith that we would use her donation wisely. | thanked her, got out of
line and went to pick out more presents! What a great way for her to be a withess to God's love in her own
life! Praise God for this woman and for each person who helped make Christmas brighter in North Omahal

“Living Hope for Southern Sudan” is TLC’s mission in Southwestern Sudan. The vision is "Bringing hope
to people of Southern Sudan, by providing them with living water, food, and medicine in Jesus' name."

Our team has been researching and developing a long term plan, a master plan that may be implemented
over several years and include several projects. We have found the first and most important step is to
provide clean drinking water with additional projects to follow. Our goal is to strategically place and drill wells
around the village with some of the wells serving future projects.

During late December and early January, James Akol is traveling
to his home village of Panthou-Thanybur to meet the well drilling
contractor on site and drill the first well. Once the well is
established, the people of Panthou will have a source of clean
drinking water which will bring much relief and help mitigate many
illnesses.
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All those in favor of just one more week of Christmas break to kick back, relax, catch up with
friends and play with those new toys and gifts, raise your hands. Hmm, just as | thought, each
one of you, adults and kids alike, has your hands stretched to the ceiling! We all enjoy a break
from our work-school-home schedule, but at some point we need accept the inevitable and return to our routines. When
kids get back to school, they are likely more interested in sharing holiday happenings with their friends than settling back
into school work. Here’s a few tips for an easier back-to-school transition for kids, teachers and parents.

Encourage, Pray, Repeat

Be your child’s greatest cheerleader,
giving them constant encourage-
ment to know that the challenges
transitioning back into the routine
will be short-lived. Just hearing your
encouraging words will lift their atti-
tude. And continue to pray with your
children for God’s guidance in help-
ing them and their teachers work
together to make school fun for eve-
ryone.

Ease Back In

Teachers don’t expect kids to be ex-
cited about cracking open those text-
books right after Christmas break. For
those first few days back, teachers
discovered that spending a little time
in class for children to share what they
did on break eases the transition for
everyone. Adopt the same approach
at home by spending a little time talk-
ing with your children recalling memo-
rable times from break, and then steer
them toward their homework.

Reinforce the Rules

The rules and discipline learned at
the beginning of the school year
are now a distant memory for most
kids, so returning to school after
Christmas is like starting back at
square one. For your children to
be able to pick up where they left
off, teachers need parents’ help to
remind their children about those
rules and help reinforcing them so
time in the classroom can be spent
focusing on learning.

Do you know a teacher who is making a real difference in students’ lives? You can recognize their efforts by submitting
the teacher for radio station STAR 104.5’s Teacher of the Week award! Simply fill out the form on the STAR 104.5 web
page at http://www.104star.com/.

Dr. John Trent's

SIS

STroNcFamilies”
* Helping you Build
A Strong Family!

Financial Peace University

Financial Peace Univer-
sity will be offered begin-
ning February 8, 2011 on
Tuesday Evenings from

o lass 10w

We think you’ve got what it takes to be a
Strong Family.

== EH — - S S|

Puse Ruvoey's

Financia’

UNIVERSITY

That’s why we’re inviting you to take part in the Strong

Family Class 100 Course, being offered here at TILC.
It's an outstanding experience were you will laugh and
learn biblical tools to gain even more closeness, caring
skills and commitment in your most important relation-
ships. We know you’re busy—but you’ll never regret
or waste one minute of time gaining the skills you need
to build a Strong Family.

When: Sunday February 6, 2011 (for 8 weeks)

at 11:00am in the Heritage Sanctuary.

To register call the church office at 292-2695 or go to
www.thanks-giving.org and follow the links to purchase
a class pass code.
Registration questions can be
answered by Sharon VanOrman at
sav-orman@cox.net

7pm-8:30pm in the

Heritage Sanctuary. If you are interested in
taking this 13 week class please contact
Pastor Bruce at 292-2695 or
discipleship@thanks-giving.org to register.

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER 2011

There will be a meeting on Thursday January
13th at 7:00pm _in the Chain Reaction

Room on the lower level of the South
Campus to discuss plans for 2011. We will
discuss goals for the year, and ideas for
achieving those goals. Our hope is to make
this a year long event. If you would like to
help plan and organize packing events

or fundraisers, or can help recruit volunteers,
or have ideas on how to spread the word about
KAH, orif you have any ideas to share on how
best to accomplish our goals - please attend
this meeting. We need your help and your
input.
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UPDATE from TILC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carison

2011 Offering Envelopes

The 2011 offering envelopes were
mailed December 29, 2010 and should
arrive in time for you to begin using
them by Saturday, January 1, 2011.
Please contact Harold Carlson at the
church office if you are in need of offer-
ing envelopes.

Annual Meeting

In preparation for the annual
congregation meeting on Sunday,
January 30™, there will be copies of the
2011 budget available after January 14"
at the Welcome Center.

Monthly Stewardship

Through the month of November 2010
our expenses were 2.86% over plan,
weekly contributions were 4.41% above
plan and other revenue was 7.66%
above plan which resulted in a positive
cash flow of $21,520 through November
on a plan of a negative $9,441. Thank
you for your faithful financial steward-
ship.

New TILC Monument Sign

The new TILC sign at the corner of Hwy
370 and 36™ St was completed in
December and will be dedicated to the
memory of our beloved Office Manager
Kerri Rein later in 2011.

Building Fund

The capital campaign (Building Fund)
launched May 1, 2010. Estimates of
giving received were; 148 estimates of
giving for $317,122 over a 2-year
period. Our goal was $500,000.
Actual Contributions received through
November 2010 were $105,819 or
33.4% of the estimates of giving.

Four projects are already complete; we
have replaced the original roof at the
South Campus facility, upgraded our
phone system, repaired the lighted sign
at the South Campus, and completed a
church sign on the corner of 36" St and
Hwy 370.

Simply Giving

Did you know that TILC has the ability
to receive electronic funds transfers
(EFT) through a program called Simply
Giving? Simply Giving is a safe and
reliable electronic funds transfer
program sponsored by Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans. Check out our
website for a link to enroll in Simply
Giving. To enroll go to our website
(www.thanks-giving.org) and click on
Simply Giving under the member quick
links at the top of the home page. You
can also contact our Simply Giving

Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the
church office at 292-2695 or har-
old@thanks-giving.org for more
information about the Simply Giving
program.

Automobile Donation Needed

Do you or someone that you know,
have a reliable automobile that could
be donate to TILC? We continue to
receive requests from families in need
of reliable transportation. Please
contact Harold Carlson at the church
office for more information.

If you have any questions, comments
or concerns please feel free to e-mail
me at
harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org,
call me at the church or stop by my
office.

talk, laugh, learn & reconnect.

rate is $159 per person)

Love Like You Mean It!

Weekend to Remember is a weekend marriage getaway that teaches God's design for
marriage and family. The environment is fun, non-threatening, and sometimes hilarious.
And it's a wonderful time for couples to refresh good marriages or heal troubled ones.
There are over 150 conferences in cities all across the U.S. each year. Registration is
open to individuals, couples, or groups. Whether you're engaged, newlywed, or
remarried, enrich your marriage and begin a godly legacy for your family by attending a

conference in a city near you. Or plan a memorable getaway to a destination of your choosing. Designed for you to

Marriage is defined by memories. They can be memories of joy and fulfillment or pain and heartbreak. It all depends

on how well you apply the principles that make marriage thrive. For thirty years, the Weekend to Remember getaway

has been helping couples create the kind of memories that build a healthy marriage.
Remember your marriage. Remember this weekend.

r

VEEKEND
MEMBER

An Experience Yol Newr Ferget

Join the T!LC group and attend any Weekend to Remember getaway. Group rate is only $159 per couple!! (regular

In Omaha — March 11 — 13, 2011

In Des Moines — March 18 — 20, 2011

In Lincoln — March 25 — 27, 2011

Group number is 13498, group name is thanksgivinglc.
Contact Al & Jeanne Zamiska, 292-5789, for registration details.
Or, visit www.familylife.com/weekend for more info.
Call 1-800-FL-TODAY or go to www.familylife.com/groups/thanksgivinglc to register.

A ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ
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The Life of Discipleship: Walking in the Covenant, building the Kingdom

A Walk With God
Testimony of Dawn Dramse, written by Pat Meyer

Jesus is mine, | belong to Him! How cool is that! The very thought brings tears of joy to my eyes and a song to my heart. It
wasn't all that long ago when | realized exactly what “being His” really meant.
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LIFE CAME CRASHING IN 1. Bless-ed as-sur - ance, Je-sus i8  mine!

| grew up in a Christian home in a small town. The church stood on the highest hill, and it was like everything revolved around
it. | went to Sunday school and was confirmed. But by the time | was in the tenth grade, | had experienced loss from betrayal,
illness, and death. | turned my back on God and became immersed in the occult. | didn’t understand that | was conjuring un-
holy spirits by performing séances and playing with the Ouija board. | didn’t realize how my choices opened a portal for the
enemy to enter my life. The only good thing | had going for myself was my involvement in sports, which | truly loved. Eventu-
ally through iliness, even that was stripped from me. | started a downhill spiral which continued into my marriage and family
life.

MARRIAGE, FAMILY, AND T!LC

Two years after graduating college, Dave and | started dating. We were married in 1998 and joined T!LC in the summer of
1999. In 2000, we were blessed with our first child, a daughter, Akela.

In 2003, | joined a small group in TILC and started singing with Jubilation. As | was getting plugged in, | began working with
the church youth. A year later, | became pregnant for the second time, but the pregnancy ended in miscarriage. While | was
hospitalized during the miscarriage, my husband was admitted to the same emergency room. | felt like a failure. Then shortly
thereafter | had to oversee the installation of a new computer system at work. The same year, my husband left the state to
attend graduate school. | never grieved the loss of the child | carried; Dave and | never grieved the loss of our child together.
Life just kept happening, and there was no time to mourn.

In 2007, we tried to conceive again, and it appeared another pregnancy wasn’t in our future. We had just begun seeing a spe-
cialist and were waiting for test results when | attended an Adult Together Encountering Christ (TEC) seminar. At TEC, | gave
my burdens to God. | realized and accepted that God gave me our daughter and His children (the youth at church) to love and
guide. When we went to the next appointment, we were overjoyed to discover we were pregnant again. Our family was
blessed with a son we named Jaden, which means “God Has Heard”.

AN AWAKENING
Isa 43.1 (NLT), “Do not be afraid, for | have ransomed you. | have called you by name; you are mine.”

The words “You Are Mine” took on a whole new meaning during two different youth trips to Colorado. On the first, God began
to “awaken” me after we renounced sin, repented, and were baptized again. Things in my life began taking a new turn, new
relationships began and | was excited about life.

Prior to the second trip, three years later, our pastors preached about discerning spiritual gifts. God awakened in me my
grandmother’s spiritual gifts. She seemed to have a sense, or knowledge, of things without being told. He had passed her
mantle to me, and blessed me with the gifts of intercession and prophecy. Then during the second trip to the same mountain
in Colorado, God awakened me fully with a new vision and passion for my identity in Him. From that point on, everything
changed. | dove into the Word; | couldn’t get enough. | wanted to know the heart of God. | pursued Him and plainly heard His
voice.

PRAISING GOD

God also blessed me with the gift of music and song. He taught me how to praise and pray through singing scripture and lead-
ing others in worship. We have a piano in our living room at home, and | sing songs of praise to God all of the time. My kids
like to join in with their own instruments as we worship.

Walking with God is so awesome. It is a lifestyle of holiness; a transformation; a setting apart for the Lord. As Christians, we
must ask ourselves if the Word of God is our highest authority. If it isn’t, what is higher and why? In order to truly know Jesus,
we must know the Word. For in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1
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YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRY NEWSLETTER

January 2011

FROM CONNIE.........

Congratulations to all the Sunday school children for a great performance in the Christmas
Program on December 12™.They did a super job of glorifying the birth of our Lord Jesus. As we
were walking downstairs after the 9:30 service, a first grade student told me how excited she
was that her Grandmother came to hear her sing. She then added, “.....but I didn't know all those
other people were coming to hear me sing, t0o." I smiled. From the heart of a child was the
assurance that she was so loved that she felt those other people were there just to hear her
sing! Her view of love is one that is uncluttered by the outside world and is the kind of love that
Jesus offers us. Once again the words of a child reminded me of the power of God's love.

As part of Sunday school's outreach, we have been collecting new hats, gloves, mittens and
scarves to give to the Open Door Mission for their Christmas baskets. Pastor David challenged
us to collect a total of 150 items. HA! Not only did we meet his challenge, but exceeded it by
collecting 258. Way to go kids!

This month our Sunday school curriculum will be based on the book of Genesis, starting with
Creation. Parents, please be on the lookout for the Family Sunday School Newsletter that will
be available the second Sunday in January. The newsletter will offer more information about
our Bible study. Each newsletter also includes tips for parents to keep the word of God alive in
your homes.

Connie Barnhart ¢ Children’s Ministry Director ¢ childmin@thanks-giving.org ¢ 402.292.2695




AT T!LC WE CARE ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S FUTURE...RIGHT NOW.
We are grateful for the privilege of having your child join us Wednesday

evenings at our Awana Cl ub. We
your child s success i n every a
values, building character and providing the tools needed for your child

to develop a strong moral founda

at T'ILC. We want to come alongside you and support your endeavor.

AWANA CLUB IS A THREE-PART

WHAT DOES AWANA CLUB AT T!LC OFFER YOUR CHILD?
PROGRAM TO MAXIMIZE YOUR

¢ Biblical teaching CHILD’S ATTENTION, ENERGY AND
+ Basics for a relationship with God TIME.

+ A foundation for a biblical worldview

¢ Ultra-fun physical activity and competition 1. FUN AND EXCITING GAMES, unique
+ Bible memorization to Awana, that allow kids at all skill
+ Positive friendships levels to participate.

¢ Support for parents as they spiritually nurture their child 2. SMALL GROUP TIME with a caring
¢ In-club adult affirmation and encouragement adult leader. No one gets lost in the
+ Consistent & positive training on how to thrive in group settings crowd. Your child receives individual
¢ Awards and recognition for accomplishments attention as he works through an

age-specific handbook.
Aveens) L R AR vz (Ao
= = )_ = = . > 3. AN INTERACTIVE LARGE GROUP
We want to help your child learn about the Bible and SEGMENT where kids meet together

apply biblical truths to her life, but her ultimate spiritual to sing, hear a Bible lesson and
training comes from you. Please never forget that you receive awards. Awana leaders go
have the most influence on your child’s spiritual the extra mile to help your kids
development! That's why we want Awana to be a tool for understand the Bible and how it
you to use as your children grow and mature from applies to their lives in an exciting and
preschool through their elementary years. challenging way.

Theme Nights for January

January 5th is Jellybean Night— Bring a Baggie of Jellybeans
January 12th is Backwards Night—IsdrawkcaB sehtolC ruoY raeW
January 19th is Blue Night—Wear as Much Blue as You Can

January 26th is Bring a Friend Night—Let's Fill the Family Life Center with Friends!

Check our website at thanks-giving.org under the Kids/Youth tab and then join us on Wednesday night!
Questions? Contact Barb Kotila, Awana Director, at 292.2695 x405 or awana@thanks-giving.org


http://www.thanks-giving.org

For more information on events, contact
Andrew Mather
402 -292 - 2695
andrew.mather@thanks

MINISTRY UPDATE
JANUARY 2011

Y OUTH

-giving.org

P OWER SURGE

HIGH V OLTAGE

CHAIN R EACTION

Sunday School

Sundays @ 9:30 T Chain
Reaction Room (South
Campus)

Awana

Wednesdays - FLC
Truth & Training (T&T)
Ultimate Challenge
Through May
Check - In begins 6:15
Club 6:30 to 8:00

Saturday Night Lights
January 8 @ 6:00
Babcockds
2011 Kick -Off Night!
Join us for some food, fun, and
some wacky activities!

Ho me

January 22 @ 6:00

Brockhausodé Home

Sunday School
Sundays @ 9:30
Room 128

- Lower Level

Plugged In
Wednesdays 6:30 to 8:00

Chain Reaction Room

January 5 - GodView

January 12 - 2011 Kick -Off Night!
Come hang out, eat food, and
participate in the 2011 High

Voltage Olympics! Lots of
competitions and a special guest
appearance will make this evening

a blast!
January 19
January 26

- GodView
- The Battle Within

Sunday School
Sundays @ 9:30
Conference Room

- South Campus

Life Groups
Groups are available each night of
the week. Sign up for new groups
in January.

Sunday Nights

January 09 - 2011 Kick -Off

@ 5:00 p.m. in the FLC

Come hang out, eat food, and play
dodgeball! Then at 6:00 we will
show the movie To Save a Life.
Bring a sleeping bag, blanket,
pillow, or whatever you want to

get comfy!

January 16 - TSAL Study @ TILC
January 23 - TSAL Study @ TILC
January 30 - TSAL Study @ TILC

Kick -Off Sunday - January 9, 2011

Help us KICK OFF a new year with some great opportunities for our youth! Meet small group leaders and youth staff
and get more information on events. Each age group will have specific kick -off events as well.
**EFor all of our kickoff events students are encouraged to bring their friends! For every friend you bring you will be
entered into a special drawing that evening to win some COOL prizes. Your friend will be entered into the drawing as
welll**

Tubing @ Mt. Crescent
All youth and their families are invited to join us for tubing at Mt. Crescent on January 15th. We will meet at TILC at
4:30 p.m. and return at 10:00 p.m. Cost is $8 per person (does not include dinner, but does include
snacks.) Please register online or get a registration form from the welcome center.

To Save A Life Event- A Note to Parents

| want to let you know about an upcoming event for our teenagers which | believe is going to be life changing for those involved. On
Sunday, January 9" at 6:00 p.m. we’ll be showing the movie TO SAVE A LIFE. | not only highly recommend that your son or daughter
come and see the movie with us, but | also recommend that you see it as well.

We'll have a showing of the movie on Sunday, January 2™ at 6:00 p.m. especially for parents, so you can check it out before your
student sees it. Please do not bring students to this showing.

Unfortunately, teens today are hurting and facing challenges like never before—I see it in our youth group and in our local schools.
TO SAVE A LIFE is rated PG-13 because it doesn’t shy away from tough topics. It deals with social divisions, school violence, cutting,
suicide, teen pregnancy and divorce—not in a graphic way, but in a way that is authentic to many teens’ lives. And it points to a way
out of these problems through faith and reaching out to others. Ultimately, it asks the question “What’s my life going to

be about?” and dares teens to answer with boldness and honesty. Following the movie, we will be kicking off a 7 week series going
more in depth into the movie on Sunday nights from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the Chain Reaction Room. We also have several Life Groups
available for students to plug into that meet throughout the week. These groups will be launching a 7 week series of service and “Life
Choices.”

A parent information packet can be picked up at the welcome center.



MT CRESCENT
ASSUMPTION OF RISK, RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATON AGREEMENT
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY. THIS IS A RELAEASE OF LIABILTY AND WAIVER OF CERTAIN LEAGAL RIGHTS

The person for whom this pass/Ilift ticket i s pur ch amlgtieHslderavhenh the bldderisaegé1€r r e d
or older OR it means both the Holder and the Holders parent or legal guardian when the Holder is under the age of 18. The Undersigned agree and understand that

skiing, snowboarding, snow tubing, sledding and using ski area facilities, including the lifts, for any purpose (hereinafter the “Activity”), can be HAZARDOUS

AND INVOLVES THE RISK OF PHYSICAL INJURY AND/OR DEATH.

The undersigned expressly ASSUME ALLRISKS associ ated with Holder’'s participation in the Acti vi
agree and understand these risks include, but are limited to, falling, slick or uneven surfaces, surface and subsurface snow conditions, bumps, moguls, ice, variations in

terrain, rugged terrain, downed timber, stumps, forest growth, rocks, debris, marked and un marked obstacles, visibility, collisions, encounters with snowmobiles and/or

other motor vehicles, lift loading, unloading, and riding, adverse weather, limited access to and/or delay of medical attention, fatigue, exhaustion, dehydration, hypother-

mia, frostbite, & mental distress from exposure to any of the above.

Holder assumes the responsibility of maintaining control and all times while engaging in the Activity. Holder is responsible for reading, understanding and complying
with all signage, including instructions on use of lifts. Holder must have the physical dexterity and knowledge to safely load, ride and unload the lifts. Further, the Un-
dersigned understand that a minor Holder may use the ski lifts without an adult present. The Undersigned are advised that snowmobiles, snowmaking, and snow-
grooming equipment may be encountered at any time.

RECOGNIZING THE RISKS AND DANGERS, THE UNDERSIGNED UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE ACTIVITY AND VOLUNTARILY CHOOSE FOR
THE HOLDER TO PARTICIPATE IN AND EXPRESSLY ASSUME ALL RISKS AND DANGERS OF THE ACTIVITY, WHETHER OR NOT DESCRIBED
ABOVE, KNOWN OR UNKKOWN, INHERENT OR OTHERWISE.

In consideration for allowing the Holder to participate in the Activity, THE UNDERSIGNED HEREBY AGREE TO REALEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE AND

COVENANT NOT TO SUE Mt. Crescent, its Owners, its affiliated companies and subsidiaries, including but not limited to those that operate the Mt Crescent and all

their respective insurance companies, successors in interest, agents, employees, contract labors, representatives, assignees, officers, directors, and shareholders (each
hereinafter a “Released Party”) for any property dadramledingdeath,evhich Holderigay b ut n ¢

suffer, arising in whole or in part out of Hol de areleagingany riglet to maké aiclaimorifila t h e
a lawsuit against any Released Party. Also, the UNDERSIGNED AGREE TO HOLD HARMLESS AND RELEASE EACH AND EVERY RELESED PARTY
FROM ANY AND ALL LIABILTYand /or c¢l aims for injury or death to persons orinclddmgnage t

but not limited to, those claims based on any Released Party’s alleged or actual NEGLIGENCE OR BREACH of any CONTRACT and/or express or implied
WARRANTY. By execution of this Agreement, the Undersigned also AGREE TO DEFEND AND INDEMNIFY/REIMBURSE each Released Party from any and

all claims of the Undersigned and/or a third party arising in whole or in part from Holders participation in the Activity.

The ski area operator shall have the right to confiscate or revoke the privileges conferred by the pass/lift ticket where,inthe s ol e judgment of the ¢
tive, the Holder: 1) acts in any manner that endangers or may endanger the safety of Holder or any other person, 2) violates the law, 3) provides ski lessons or related

services for compensation without express authorization, or 4) engages in misconduct or creates a nuisance.

In consideration of allowing Holder to use the ski area facilitiecs, THE UNDERSIGHNED CONTRACTUALLY AGREE THAT ANY AND ALL CALIMS for
injury and /or death regarding an alleged incident SHALL BE GOVERENED BY IOWA LAW and EXLUSIVE JURISDICTION shall be in the state or federal court
sitting in the district where the alleged incident occurred.

In the case of a minor Holder, the Undersigned parent or legal guardian acknowledges that he/she is signing on behalf of the minor and that the minor shall be bound by

all the terms of this Agreement. By signing this #tgoffeaedmepresdnts thai he/shedsatt a p ar
least 18 years of age. If signing as the parent or guardian of a minor holder, signing adults represent that they are a legal parent or guardian of the minor Holder. The

Undersigned understand and acknowledge that this Agreement is a contract and shall e binding to the fullest extent permitted by law. If any part of this Agreement is

deemed to be unenforceabl e, the remaining ter ms s h aihtentthit this AAmementnhillbe binding b | e ¢
upon the assignees, subrogors, distributors, heirs, next of kin, executors and personal representatives of the Undersigned.

THE UNDERSIGHNED REPRESENTS THAT HE OR SHE IS THE PASS/LIFT TICKET HOLDER OR LEGAL PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF THE PASS/LIFT
TICKET HOLDER. THE UNDERSIGHNED AGREES TO INDEMNFY THE RELEASED PARITES FOR ALL LIABLLITY AND CLAIMS, INCLUDING AT-
TORNEYS FEES, ARISING FROM ANY MISPRESENTATION MADE IN THIS APLICATION OR FRAUDULENT EXECUTION OF THIS AGREEMENT.

Signature Print Name Date

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian Print Name of Parent/Legal Guardian Date

Print Name of Minor
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Parish EventS

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
01/01 Chloe Mohr
01/01 Agoth Riing
01/01 Achol Riing
01/01 Majok Angok
01/01 Simon Awai
01/01 Michael Machar
01/01 Charles Makuei
01/01 Jacob Bol

01/01 Daniel Bior
01/01 Ralph Boyce
01/01 Shelley Iverson
01/02 Robert Getty
01/02 Charles Scott
01/02 Lisa Peterson
01/02 Siri Harless
01/02 Elly Dow

01/02 Kevin O'Donnell
01/02 Lois Kreikemeier
01/03 Douglas Roe
01/03 Bill Clausen
01/04 Jennifer Ventura
01/04 Kathy Zaloudek
01/04 Carol Coy

01/05 Brett Engelbart
01/05 Chip Coy

01/05 Marsha Schneider
01/05 Audrey Martin
01/06 Frances Taylor
01/06 Amy Hegarty
01/06 Megan Brannen
01/06 Denny Crain
01/06 Jack Irwin

01/06 Christopher Buck
01/06 Corey Dyrstad
01/06 Rylie Hoskins
01/06 Janet Fidler
01/06 Michael Jarvis
01/06 Megan Schaaf
01/07 Greg Ryba
01/07 John Taylor
01/07 John Johnson
01/08 Robert Rasmussen

01/08 Rachel Betz
01/09 Charla Rasmussen
01/09 Joyce Kamrath
01/09 Hunter Tonn
01/09 Ron Brockhaus
01/10 Cassie Broniecki
01/10 Tamara Stites
01/10 Thomas Schwendtner
01/10 Nancy Pierce
01/10 Tom Culbertson
01/11 Daniel Muckey
01/11 Sheri Heckens
01/11 Kristine Wiebelhaus
01/11 Lauren Hull
01/11 Emily Rohn
01/12 Logan Jenison
01/12 John Thomas
01/12 Jaden Dramse
01/12 Emily Phillips
01/12 Tate Gauchat
01/12 Angela Bowman
01/12 Nick Greiner
01/13 Jessica Hicks
01/13 Ryan Dick

01/14 Michael Smith
01/14 Josephine Pierce
01/14 Kjersten Schuttler
01/14 Jenna Lempke
01/14 Michael Duros
01/14 Kirsten Schenck
01/15 Andrew Zamiska
01/15 Kelly Lucis

01/15 Taylor Wiitanen
01/15 Kaitlyn Eickmeier
01/16 Deb Dydyk
01/16 Mallory Carnley
01/16 Frank Bruch
01/16 Leslie Mason
01/16 Michael Hoerber
01/16 Ronnie Collins
01/17 Rachel Smith
01/17 Kari Balaberda
01/17 Lillian Overby

or you have a new address or phone number,
please call the church office at 292-2695 or
email Sara Zivny at sara@thanks-giving.org

Thank you!

3
|
|

01/17 Larry Wedel
01/18 Austin Klausen
01/18 Jenny Fundus
01/19 Jennifer Rock
01/19 Hannah Velehradsky
01/19 Darrel Jensen
01/19 Rachel Sager
01/20 Trinity Thompson
01/20 Kirk Mass

01/21 Matt Neumann
01/21 Teri Barkoukis
01/21 Jason Ragone
01/21 Shelby Kauk
01/21 Dennis O'Connell
01/22 Kristen Lee
01/22 Corky Rice

01/22 Tyler Fay

01/28 Robert Jensen
01/29 Wendy Ellis
01/29 Tina Haeder
01/29 Jane Lewis
01/29 Nicole Bain
01/29 Kimberly Ecklund
01/29 Elizabeth Kinzer
01/30 Gisela Lacy
01/30 Lauren Knox
01/31 Melanie Anderson
01/31 Emma Evans

01/22 Gerrit VanSteenbergen

01/22 Aaron Homme
01/23 Connor VanOrman
01/23 Laura Jackson
01/23 Stephen Burkholder
01/23 Rudi Thrasher
01/23 James Ganger
01/24 Joy Lee

01/24 Christy Finley
01/24 Larry Sand

01/24 Karen Harned
01/24 Dawn Dramse
01/24 Eric Carlson

01/24 Matthew Tritsch
01/25 Linda Simodynes
01/25 Carson Ahlers
01/25 Karli Ahlers

01/26 Chris Winter

01/27 Kristopher Covi
01/27 Stephanie Burkholder
01/27 Isaac Hendrickson
01/27 Lori Woodard
01/27 Angela Wolken
01/27 John Fidler

01/27 Blake Schaaf
01/28 Macie Nichols

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
01/02 Gerald & Phyllis Leseberg
01/03 Trevor & Becky Peacock
01/03 Mike & Melanie Anderson
01/04 Keith & Karen Carlson
01/07 Steve & Kathy Broniecki
01/07 Greg & Rose Ryba

01/14 Corey & Jennnifer Weitzel
01/15 Robert & Louise Ramsey
01/16 Joe & June Towne

01/19 Joe & Julie Fullenkamp
01/19 Charles & Deborah Kinzer
01/22 Johann & Kathy Onnen
01/23 Jon & Shelley lverson
01/26 Kirk & Pam Engelbart
01/30 Tex & Shari Teixeira

The February
Newsletter
Deadline is:

January 21, 2011

ewsLeUEL
e

SYMPATHY

BAPTISMS

WEDDINGS

e Charlie & Brenda Batchelor
in the death of their daughter  ®
Janessa on November 21,

2010.

e Brianna Kallman & Michael
Hitt in the death of Brianna’s
grandfather, Jerry Schamp

e Dan & Mary Stawniak &
Family in the death of Mary’s
uncle, Ken Mehen and family
friend Andy Evers. o

o Ken & Kate Bischoff &
Family in the death of Ken’s
father, Herman Jacob Bisch-
off on December 9, 2010

e Connie Barnhart in the death
of her stepfather Robert
Story, on December 12, 2010

November 28, 2010

Abigayle Grace Clines, .
daughter of Corey & Megan.
Sponsors are Scott & Amy
Haney and Sara Conley

December 4, 2010

William Davane Dreessen, °
son of Gerrad & Amanda.
Sponsors are Mike & Nora
James

December 19, 2010

Caden Alan & Jackson
Cash Legge, sons of Alan &
Surie. Sponsors are Tom &
Angie Carman

December 26, 2010

Leah Marie Biodrowski,
daughter of Paul & Shawna.
Sponsors are Rob & Jenny
Biodrowski and Shane & Val
Zizulka

December 26, 2010

lla Kaye Havelka,
daughter of Andrew &
Tiffanie. Sponsors are
Denise Graham and
Geoff & Sara Lewis
Rilee Elizabeth
Albanez, daughter of
Jake & Brittney.
Sponsors are Tiffany
Albanez and Matthew
Philllips.

e Amber Smock & Zach
Ryan, on November
27, 2010.

e Denise Dunn &
Michael Hebert on
November 30, 2010.
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The TILC Library Corner
It’s Your Library!

Here we are with another new year ahead of us. More importantly, God’s promise to his people has
been fulfilled and by the grace of Jesus born in Bethlehem, our slate is cleaned everyday.

WHAT'S‘ NEW

So, have you made your New Year’s resolutions? Will it be about that new diet or making the “should
have, would have, and could have” scenario disappear? Think of all those earthly pledges we make
L D g expecting to meet and exceed those lofty goals that were set while the clock struck midnight. Does it
ICLIBRARY, | seem overwhelming as we progress into the New Year? Thinking back at 2010 and the “I'm going to”
issues that were not met, you pledge to yourself that this year will be different. And it can be! Why
don’t you try this for a change? Read on....

Our huge selections of daily devotional books can be found on the shelves labeled “spiritual devotions” in the library as
well as on the library cart. Kick off the day with a daily devotion and put yourself in tune with God instead of the material
world. When you think about doing this, does it put a smile on your face? Does it give you a feeling that this is a goal
that can be accomplished? At the end of the day, do you feel a sense of  fulfillment from having started your day with
God while you end the day with God in your thoughts? Select one of these devotional books to take home with you and
put yourself on the road to drawing closer to God and giving you an all around feeling of peace. At the end of the year
when you are returning your book, you will have a joyful heart in coming closer to God’s will for your life. A desire to pick
up a new one for 2012 and carry on these morning and evening conversations with the most important person in your
life will have turned into a “want to” not a “need to”! Remember to fill out the check out card with the date, your name
and phone number but know that this book is yours for the year until you swap it out with one for 2013!!!

We have many new books in the library for all ages and topics. The Book Nook for the younger children is being rein-
stated into the main library and we are working to make sure these books are at a shelf level for the younger children to
reach. If you are starting a new bible study in January, take advantage of the reference books. This section continues to
grow and they enhance the Bible Study message when you know what was going on in the world during Jesus time on
earth.

A new fiction series has been donated. The Viking Quest Series by Moody Publishers and written by Lois Walfrid John-
son.
Book 1 — Raiders from the Sea; Book 2 — Mystery of the Silver Coins; Book 3 — The Invisible Friend; Book 4 —
The Art of Courage and Book 5 — The Raiders Promise
This is a wonderful series to enjoy with a cup of hot tea and a time set aside to rest. These books are hard to put down.
You find yourself looking forward to following the characters in their daily life and travels as you progress through the
series.

I would like to thank-everyone who has donated books, CD’s, DVD’s and VHS tapes throughout the year. Please know
that all your wonderful donations have found a happy home in the library or with other T!LC families from the book sale.

A Happy New Year to everyone! | look forward in 2011 to hearing from you with any thoughts you may have on how
“The Library Corner” can continue to meet your needs.

God’s peace to you!
Vicki DeRoo

T!LC BLOOD DRIVE
B b Monday, February 7" 1:30-7:00pm
Please consider donating blood at our next blood drive on Monday, Feb. 7th from 1:30-7:00pm. There

DRIV are many benefits to donating blood:

It's something you can spare—yet there still isn’'t enough to go around!

You will help ensure blood is on the shelf when needed—most people don'’t think they’ll ever need blood, but many
do.

You will be someone else’s hero—in fact, you may help as many as 3 people with just one donation.

There is free juice and cookies!

To sign up for a donation appt. please sign up on the sheet at the Welcome Center, call Shari Teixeira at 339-8226 or go
online to www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code 642 to go to our sign up page.



http://www.redcrossblood.org
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC NOTES

™ A huge thank you to the many singers, musicians, media and sound folks, and others who
; made our Christmas Cantata a success. It was a great team effort.

This month we bid farewell to long-time Worship and Music coordinator Cheryl Smith. Cheryl has
done an outstanding job of leading the worship team and she will be missed. She will take some
much needed time off but will no doubt lend her voice to our worship again in the near future.

On January 22, Sacred Heart Freedom Choir will join us at the 5:30 worship service. This choir was
conceived after one of the church’s priests saw the movie, Sister Act, so you can expect some hand
clapping and enthusiastic praise music. There will be a time for fellowship afterward, so please put
this date on your calendar—you won’t want to miss this opportunity.

Heritage choir is still looking for singers, especially women’s voices. Rehearsals are 6:45 on
Thursday nights in the Heritage Sanctuary. No auditions or previous experience necessary.

interim Jubilation! Director. Brad has grown up at JANUARY 9TH—BETWEEN SERVICES
TILC and is currently in college. We have been led IN THE MISSION Room

in worship by Brad several times in the past
year. He brings a great heart for Christ and Please come and celebrate Cheryl
wonderful talents in music and leadership. Please| |Smith’s tenure here at T!LC on January 9th.
warmly welcome and thank Brad for stepping into| |Cards, well wishes, and fond memories to share
this role. Also, please continue to pray are welcome!

for our search for our new Jubilation!
Director. @

In Christ,
Pastor David

We are thrilled to announce that Brad Roe is our E RECEPTION FOR CHERYL SMITH

Quilters for Christ wish to thank We still have a few seats and
everyone who supported our beds open for Thankski XVIIL.
- Christmas drawing. All pro- Help us fill them!!
~ ceeds will be used for quilting for g fing| planning session for ski

2011! Our mission reaches out . .
to our community, nation and trip to Colorado will be at 2:00

— th .
. + . world. We will resume quilting PM on Sunday, January 9™ in
QUIIW fov ch“ﬂ, on Thursday January 6. Come the Lower Gathering Room at

_ visit us_!! _ church. At this meeting the
Winners of the Christmas Drawing: itinerary, transportation, condo assignments,
food planning, etc. will be finalized and handed

Tim Shore Nativity—L Jensen

Penguin Quilt—John Taylor out. Please attend!
3 Angels—L Jensen Questions? Call Ron Wink, 292-1012;
Childs ABC Quilt—Gail Albukonis ronwink50@msn.com.

Large Quilt & 2 Shams—Tessa Turner


mailto:ronwink50@msn.com
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Creating Connections

From Connection Director Mary Findlay

As we reflect about the passing of 2010 and look forward to
2011, what resolutions have you made? There are all the
standard resolutions regarding health, spending habits, and
exercise. But what about connecting with your neighbors?
The frigid January temperatures bring out a “hibernation like”
behavior. The thought of venturing outside is especially
odious. Instead of complaining about cabin fever, why not get
together with other families in the neighborhood and plan
afternoon activities. You could go bowling; go to the movies,
attend a hockey game, host a board game Olympiad or even
build your own pizza dinner. These are great family oriented
activities that focus on fellowship and building relationships.
Finally, we might want to remember neighbors who live alone.
Winter can be an isolating time. Stop by with a platter of
goodies and invite them to your home for food and fellowship.
In sharing meals or participating in fellowship activities, we

5 @ are reaching out in the name of Christ and

\Q truly extending community as
=] 1\ 7@ described in Acts 2: 46-47.
]

eﬂ?&ny fo Kn@W%u

Remember to live in 3-D in this new year:
Develop relationships, Discover stories,
and Discern a next step.

G

T!ILC NOTES

Transforming
Livesin
Christ

erving
iscovering
Believe
Grow

0 On behalf of our TLC Staff we
want to thank you for your
cards, tasty treats, and many
and varied expressions of

OuY appreciation which you have
®  given us during the Christmas

season. Please know that once again we have

been encouraged by your love and

friendship!

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS JANUARY 27TH &
FEBRUARY 10TH—6:30PM, LOWER LEVEL

5th grade students (or older) and their parents,
please join Pastor David for two exciting
evenings of learning about the Lord’s

Supper. Class meets in the Lower Level
Gathering Room from 6:30-8:00pm. Students
will receive communion on the weekend of
February 12 & 13,
2011. You can
register on the TILC
website or call the

church at 292-2695. l’w
L

Making Families Feel Welcome

Hello! My name is Samantha Mather. My husband is TILC’s new youth director. | am currently a substitute
teacher with the Bellevue and Papillion- La Vista school districts. In addition, Andrew and | are expecting our first child

on February 7". We are both very excited.

Connecting with all of you has been so important in our transition to the area. | want to thank T!LC for being

such a welcoming environment. Each Sunday someone new has been introducing themselves to us. It is a great feel-
ing to be welcomed right along with Andrew. When Andrew and | first visited T!LC, even before he applied for the job, |
was impressed by the greeting we received from church members. As soon as we walked in the door, we were greeted
by one of the welcome staff and were offered to take a tour of the church. When we entered the family life center, one
of the ushers approached us. He then explained how communion was served at TILC. You certainly created a connec-
tion with us. It has been great to know that God has lead us to a church with such inviting and kind people. Thank you
for making us feel like we are “part of the family!”

Orientation and Connections Class to begin January 12

Orientation and Connection classes will be held on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm beginning January 12,
2010. We will meet in the TILC Preschool room. The purpose of these sessions is threefold

e To orientate you to the life and mission of Jesus Christ at TILC
e To have an opportunity for us to become better acquainted
e To help you to discern whether or not T!LC is a good match for you and your family.

If you plan to attend we ask that you please contact the Church Office at 292-2695 or email sara@thanks-
giving.org. When emailing please include your name, address, phone and ages of your children that will be
using childcare.




T!ILC NOTES

M Women’s Book Study will be held at

7:00 PM on Monday, January 10" at

o, the Blackhawk home of Suzanne

‘STUD Harless. 2917 Schuemann Dr. To

—7 “X> reach Suzanne’s home, drive South

on 25™ St, past Capehart Rd. Turn right on Blackhawk

Dr, right on S. 29" St and left onto Schuemann. The
Harless home is the last on the left.

We will be continuing Beth Moore’s study of Jesus
The One and Only. Week 4, “The Esteem of Man”
begins on page 78 of the workbook and continues
through page 100. We will view the video series and
complete the worksheet on page 100 as Study Leader
Karen Rowell walks us through it.

Call Suzanne (293-0765) or co-hostess Maxine Scott
(323-8977) if you have any questions or are unable to
attend. It is NEVER too late to join this group. Do
remember this is a “scent — free” evening.

CLEANSING STREAM SEMINAR AND RETREAT
January 13 — March 24
Thursdays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.

The Cleansing Stream Seminar is designed to introduce be-
lievers in Jesus Christ to the basic tenets of discipleship that
lay a foundation for a life of victory over sin, the temptations
of the world, and the devil’s schemes.

The foundational truths and habits for daily living through the

session teaching and homework are:

e Walk in the Spirit — learn how to walk following the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit

e Commit Everything to God —
and follow His direction

e Speak Words of Life — discover how words can be re-
ceived, retained and reproduced

o Enter the Cleansing Stream — see God’s plan for resto-
ration of relationship and Rulership

o At the Retreat (March 18-19) — experience God’s mira-
cle love and power

e Press Toward the Goal -
you’ve begun!

learn how to trust the Lord

learn to continue the journey

Author John Bevere states, “The Body of Christ needs
believers who can walk free from past hurts and pursue the
calling that God has placed on their lives. This ministry is
helping so many people trade bondage, regret and
hopelessness for power, love and freedom.”

Costs: Seminar Workbook $45

Retreat: Individual:$60 Couple: $90
Some partial scholarships are available.
Registration Deadline: January 10, 2011

For more information contact: Pastor Bruce Kotila —

402.292.2695 ext 308
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Dates to Remember:
Jan 3 TILC Offices Closed
Jan 6 Divorce Care begins
Jan 8 & 9 Reception for Cheryl Smith

Mission Room
Jan 8 & 9 Sunday School resumes
Jan 12 Orientation & Connections
Class begins
Jan 13 Cleansing Stream begins
Jan 16 “20 Something” group—Harless Home
Jan 22 Sacred Heart Choir at TLC
Jan 22 Andrew & Samantha Mather Baby Shower
Jan 27 First Communion Class
Jan 30 Small Group Kick Off
Jan 30 T!LC Annual Meeting
Feb 6 Strong Families begins
Feb 7 TILC Blood Drive
Feb 10 First Communion Class
cHekoyrovm  VVWeekly updates on events and church

happenings are located on our website!

Registration for several events are

available! Check it out at:
www.thanks-giving.org

|
WeB gITE!

Did you know.....

You can receive this
newsletter publication via email?? If you would like to begin
to receive the Newsletter via email in place of your mailed
copy send your name and email address to
sara@thanks-giving.org.
You can also read it on our website at:
www.thanks-giving.org/newsletters

Mid Size Community: A Place for
Discipleship

If you are interested in discovering a new type
of Christian community that is centered
around the Biblical principles of discipleship
please go to http://ticmidsize.blogspot.com
This is a site that we have set up specifically for the mid-
size community. Or feel free to call hosts Rob and Janine
Wegner at 293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net

e SO

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob
and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and
teaching.
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OUR VISION STATEMENT
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,
Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ!

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world.

CHURCH OFFICE

Hours: Monday-Friday - 2:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 402.292.2695

Fax: 402.292.0248

E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org

Website: www.thanks-giving.org

Parish Care/Stephen Ministry: 402.292.7633
TILC Preschool: 402.292.0315

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service
Sunday:8:15 a.m. Heritage Services

9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services
Nursery Available for All Services
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

September through May , , ,

*  Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship)
Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00
Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge
Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8)

Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small
Group Bible Studies

Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the
summer months.

* ¥k ¥ *

TILC STAFF
Pastors:

Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor

Rev. Bruce L. Kofila, Pastor of Discipleship Training

Rev. David S. Witkop, Pastor of Congregational Ministries
Care Ministries Coordinator Vicar Susan Westland

Interim Jubilation! Director Brad Roe
Operations Manager Harold Carlson
Office Manager Sara Zivny

Preschool Director
Children’s Ministry Director
Awana Director

Youth Director

Worship & Music Director
Nursery Director

Kids of the King Director
Handbell Choir Director

Dana Crosgrove
Connie Barnhart
Barb Kotila
Andrew Mather
Carol Umberger
Regina Neemann
Denise Dunn
Liane Kirmis

Life Change
through
Life in Christ!




