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Dear Friends In Christ, 

Working from Rest 
How is your rhythm?  No, I’m not talking about your ability to dance or move to music or to a drum beat. I’m 
referring to the rhythm of your life; the ebb and flow between your work and a Sabbath rest.   
 

A few years ago I was challenged by some friends of mine in the 3DM movement to radically rethink my 
understanding and practice of Sabbath rest. I had always struggled to observe a Sabbath rest from my 
work. I rested from my work – I took one day off a week – but it still seemed there was often precious little 
time to rest, and when I did rest it seemed that I often settled for something far less than intimate time with 
the Lord. My friends surprised me by suggesting that I had things backwards, that I needed to learn to work 
from my rest in God – in other words, that the resting comes first, that it all begins in Him. This little insight 
into the scriptures has been helping me to discover a new rhythm for my life.  
 

In Genesis 1, human beings were created on the sixth day. We were the crown of God’s creation, and we 
were given a magnificent job description: ―Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over 
the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.‖ And ―God looked 
over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good!‖ Then in Genesis 2, after finishing his work of 
creation, ―God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because it was the day when he rested from 
all his work of creation.‖ Now look carefully at the text. Human beings were created and given their work 
orders on the sixth day, but the first full day of their existence, the seventh day, was spent joyfully and    
intimately resting in the presence of the Creator. Unlike the Creator, who rested from his work, we were 
created to work from our rest! If that is true, then we should see this kind of rhythm in Jesus’ life as well. 
 

And all through the scriptures we do see Jesus living out this rhythm as he intimately communed with his 
heavenly Father.  Whether it was early in the morning, or before a significant decision, or before a kingdom 
breakthrough, time and time again we see Jesus working from his rest in the Father.  
 

If this was Jesus rhythm, then we should also see it in his teaching to his followers.  Nowhere is this more 
clearly taught than in John 15. Jesus said: ―Remain (abide, rest) in me, and I will remain in you. For a 
branch cannot produce fruit (work) if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you     
remain in me. Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will       
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.‖  There it is; the same gracious invitation to the 
precious rhythm of life! Just as we were created to work from our rest in God, so we can only bear fruit as 
we remain in him. It’s all about finding our rhythm ―In Him!‖ 
 

So really, how is your rhythm? I ask the question because we often approach the summer as an         
opportunity for a vacation from work, responsibilities, and the pressures of life. Unfortunately, many of us 
take a vacation of sorts from God as well. We seek rest and rejuvenation, but we mistakenly think that a 
vacation, or a trip, or a slower pace alone will be the answer to the angst we feel in our spirits. Those can 
all be good things for us, but ultimately only if they are experienced within the larger context of seeking God 
more fully in our lives. May I use this opportunity to encourage you to spend the summer finding (if you 
have lost it or never had it) your rhythm in the Lord. Search for way that you can best experience ―resting‖ 
in him, and then learn to work from that rest! Only then will you feel as though you’ve experienced the kind 
of summer you’ve always wanted. I’m looking forward to seeing you in worship! 
 
Glenn Harless, Senior Pastor 



 

 

Creating Connections  

It is official, summer has finally arrived!  The smell of freshly mown grass and outdoor grilling      

permeates our senses.  Have you noticed that the neighbors are out and about?  Many families opt 

for evening walks around the neighborhood and community.  What a great opportunity to stop and 

visit with your neighbors and get acquainted or re-acquainted.  A good ice breaker is to compliment 

our neighbors on their lawn, garden or outdoor decorations.  Totally non-evasive and most of us like 

compliments.   

Why not take this opportunity to discuss the possibility of hosting a neighborhood block party?  When you talk to your 

neighbors and the timing is right, take the chance and ask if they are interested in having a block party.  As you may 

have seen with the T!LC Block Party it can be as big or as little as you want.  The party could be as easy as hauling 

the grills out to the driveway and everyone brings their own meat to cook and dish to pass.  Not hard.  If you would 

like encouragement and ideas I have party hints and a planning checklist available.  The intention here is to explore a 

way to connect with your neighbors.  I welcome any feedback from you about the block parties you have held or are 

planning. We are again offering a $50 gift card for the most innovative ideas you have used this summer to engage 

your neighbors. 

Finally, few realize that we have a Good Samaritan initiative here at TLC.  You may have heard it called the Handy-

person Ministry.  We have a cadre of dedicated people willing to assist those in need with minor household repairs.  

You may not need this assistance but you may know a neighbor who needs help.  Additionally, we have a need for 

more handy people to augment this dedicated volunteer corps.  For more information on this ministry or hosting a 

block party I can be reached via the TLC Office.   

Watch the TLC website for the block party blog challenge and handyperson ministry information. 

Mary Findlay 
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PROBLEM:  Do you ever find yourself saying ―The church is so crowded.  It 

seems like there are too many people I don’t know.‖ 

 

SOLUTION:  The T!LC Dinner Pack Club! 

 

All are welcome to participate.  The Dinner Pack is comprised of three couples, or two couples and 

two singles, or one couple and four singles.  Whichever way you add them up, as long as there is 

a total of 6 people. The goal is to meet for three dinners in the next three months.  The host couple 

provides the main dish, drinks and hors d’oeuvres (optional) and the others provide either a salad 

or side dish.  Or you can all meet at a local restaurant! 

 

It is a great evening of Christian fellowship in which the evening can be spent just talking, playing 

games or doing whatever!  Give it a try and get to know your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Sign 

up today on our website or by emailing Marissa Pepper at mandjpepper@hotmail.com If you have 

questions call the church office at 292-2695. 

Hello Thanksgiving! 
 

I wanted to write a short note to express my thanks for the opportunity for a sabbatical this 
summer.  My last Sunday will be June 12th and I will be back again in mid-August.  During 
that time I will be spending time with family, renewing my relationship with Lisa, and     
spending some time alone resting, praying, studying, and abiding with the Lord.  I covet your 
prayers that God will use this time to shape me more and more into His likeness and to 
speak to me in ways that will help me be a better husband, father, leader, shepherd, and  
servant of Christ.  I look forward to seeing you again in August. 
Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor David 
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MISSION MOMENTS from Pastor David 

Mission .  What is our mission statement by the way?  Our mission is to reach out 
and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ in our community, nation, and world.  

T ! L C  N O T E S 

CARIBBEAN VACATION 
 

Not Exactly 
 

Join the T!LC Dominican Republic 
short-term mission trip. 

 
July 6 thru 16th, 2011 

 
Contact Mike Albers 

402-490-1556 
malbers@qualitytm.com 

LOCAL OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY 
 

Volunteers needed to marshal 
the 
2011 Cox Classic on August 4, 5, 
6 & 7. 

 

No experience or golf knowledge 
required.  Training will be provided. 

 

Just a joy or the outdoors, willingness 
to serve, good health and mobility. 

 

Flexible shifts will be arranged. 
 

Contact Mike Albers 402-490-1556 
malbers@qualitytm.com 

Exciting Mission Trip Planned!!! 
Where: Your Neighborhoodé.donõt have time to go to India or the Dominican Republic? 

What: Summer Block Parties, opportunities to get to know your neighbors 

When: All summer Long!  You pick the day that works best for you. 

Why:  Do you ever have this nagging feeling that you would like to get to know your 
neighbors?  Do you ever wish you could share Godõs love with those around you, but it 
makes your hands clammy and ties your stomach up in knots?   

Who: YOU!  We think you have the gift to be and continue to be a point of light for your 
neighborhood. 

I have always been struck that in the last chapter o f the book of Matthew, Jesusõ last 
words before He ascends into heaven are about going.  òGo and make disciplesé,ó     
Matthew 28.  He did not say bring, he said go.  So often we think ministry can only take 
place inside the walls of the church.  Actually, truth be told, until we understand that 
most ministry takes place outside the walls of the church building, many churches will 
continue to be stagnant and or dying. 

One final thought:  Lisa and I moved this past summer.  We knew our previous neighbors 
really well.  Now we are starting over and looking forward to meeting our new neighbors.  
If we can do it, anyone can!  With four small children our lives are in a constant state of 
chaos.  However, we want our neighborhood to be an extended family that cares about 
each otherõs families.  Even more importantly, we want our neighborhood to look like 
heaven on earth.  Our leadership team will equip you with everything you need to 
knowé..even how to have a bounce house for kids at no cost!   

Pastor David. 

 



 

 

Financial Audit 
Each year T!LC hires an outside CPA 
firm to audit our financial records and 
review our internal control procedures.  
The audit of our 2010 financial records 
was completed in April of this year and 
was found to be in good order.  The 
auditor’s report may be found on page 5 
of this newsletter. 
 

Monthly Stewardship 
Through the month of April our          
expenses were 0.03% below plan, 
weekly contributions were 1.39% above 
plan and other revenue was 8.34% be-
low plan which resulted in a negative 
cash flow of $17,630.66 with a plan of a 
negative $19,257.  Thank you for your 
faithful financial stewardship. 
 

Building Fund 
The capital campaign (Building Fund) 
launched May 1, 2010.  Estimates of 
giving received were; 148 estimates of 
giving for $317,122 over a 2-year pe-
riod.  Our goal was $500,000.  Actual 
Contributions received through April 
2011 were $176,784 or 55.7% of the 
estimates of giving. 
 

Four projects are already complete; we 
have replaced the original roof at the 
South Campus facility, upgraded our 
phone system, repaired the lighted sign 
at the South Campus, and completed a 

church sign on the corner of 36
th
 St and 

Hwy 370.  We are in the process of 
upgrading the Heritage Sanctuary 
sound system and installing media  
capability. 
 

Special Offerings 
This year’s Lenten offering totaled 
$20,071 and was presented to the 
Sarpy County Habitat for Humanity.  
Thank you for your generous support 
of this organization. 
 

A special offering of $1,333 was      
collected the weekend of May 15

th
 that 

will allow us to provide VBS free of 
charge for the children attending this 
ministry. 
 

Vacations & Giving 
Summertime is a great opportunity for 
family vacations and travels however, 
our ministry programs continue 
throughout the summer months.  If you 
do plan to travel this summer you can 
continue to financially support our min-
istries in one of two ways.  First, our 
offering envelopes are designed so 
that they can be mailed to the church 
and maintain confidentiality.  Second, 
enroll in Simply Giving which is a safe 
and reliable electronic funds transfer 
program. 
 

Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the ability 

to receive electronic funds transfers 
(EFT) through a program called Sim-
ply Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe 
and reliable electronic funds transfer 
program sponsored by Thrivent Fi-
nancial for Lutherans.  Check out our 
website for a link to enroll in Simply 
Giving. To enroll go to our website 
(www.thanks-giving.org) and click on 
Simply Giving under the member 
quick links at the top of the home 
page. You can also contact our Sim-
ply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carl-
son at the church office at 292-2695 
or harold@thanks-giving.org for more 
information about the Simply Giving 
program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you know, 
have a reliable automobile that could 
be donate to T!LC?  We continue to 
receive requests from families in need 
of reliable transportation.  Please con-
tact Harold Carlson at the church of-
fice for more information. 
 

If you have any questions, comments 
or concerns please feel free to e-mail 
me at harold.carlson@thanks-
giving.org, call me at the church or 
stop by my office. 
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ARE YOU IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
VISIT OUR NEW! PRAYER  
REQUESTS LINK ON T!LC  

WEBSITE 
 

 
You can now submit 
prayer requests to 
the T!LC Prayer 
Team through the 
website at: www. 
thanks-giving.org, 
on the homepage 

UPDATE from T!LCõs Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 

 
 
 

Pentecost is June 12 
 

Please remember to dress in RED. 
Please remember to bring your RED flowers to be 

placed on the altar during service. 
**Ideas for RED flowers are geraniums, begonias,  

dianthus, Gerber daisies, coleus, verbena, and 
wave petunias. 

 

If you would like to join in the planting of all the 
RED flowers that were given in celebration and 

adoration, please call  
Diane Heying at 402 293-1774 or 402 677-5509. 

 

Meet at the church at 1:00 pm - please bring you 
own planting tools.  Many hands make the work 

more enjoyable!! 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/
mailto:harold@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
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Baptism Class will be held on  

June 19, 2011.  11am 
This class is required before  

scheduling a baptism.  Please contact 

the church office at 292-2695 or send 

an email to discipleship@thanks-

giving.org to register for the class. 

Questions:  

Contact Pastor Bruce Kotila 

WOMEN OF FAITH CONFERENCE 

"OVER THE TOP" 
 

Enjoy the God who loves you more than you ever 

dreamed possible.  He will take your breath away! 

God loves us more than we know.  He gives us more 

than we can ask or dream.   

He's unrestrained . . . excessive . . . outrageous . . . . . 

Over the Top.  
 

August 12 - 13, 2011,  Quest Center Omaha 
Price $89.00 

This includes:  Friday 10 am - 3:30 pm;   

   7 pm to 10 pm.   

  Saturday 9 am - 5 pm.  
  

Box lunches included both days. 
 

Register now on-line at gps.womenoffaith.com.  Select 

Alene Schlange's group.  You can pay in full with 
credit card option or select payment  

option.   

Questions:  Contact Alene Schlange at 292-7470 or 

aleneschlange@yahoo.com. 
 

6th Annual Isaac C. Hall  

Superhero Blood Drive 
Please join us on Monday, June 

6, 2011, to change a life!   
 

Isaac C. Hall (7/7/2000-12/31/2008), one of T!LC's own,  
bravely battled leukemia for three years.  A pressing 
need for many        leukemia patients is frequent blood 
transfusions.  As a church and community, we would 
like to honor and remember Isaac at this blood drive 
and collect as many pints as possible.  You can actually 
be a superhero and save a life!  The American Red 
Cross will be available at the church from 1:30 until 7 
p.m.  Appointments run in 15 minute intervals and can 
be made by calling Juanita at 402-884-7523, going 
online at www.redcrossblood.org and entering spon-
sor code 642 under the "donating blood" tab, or signing 
up at the Welcome Center during the three weeks prior 
to the blood drive.  You may also help by volunteering 
to work a shift on the day of the blood drive or by pro-
viding snacks for blood donors.  Please call Juanita to 
help in this way as well.  We hope to see many of you 
there! 

Plastic Baby Food Containers Needed 
 We are collecting empty plastic 
baby food containers with lids for a 
Vacation Bible School  project for 
Kids Against      Hunger.  Please 
save them and place them in the 
box in the narthex. 
 

 

Kids Against Hunger Packing Event,  

Sat. July 9th 
Mark your calendars --T!LC packing sign-ups for 

our July 9th packing event  will take place the last 2 

weekends in June in the narthex (ages 4 to super 

senior).  Sign-up early and don’t miss out on all the 

fun of packing meals for starving/hungry children.  

Each packer will pack $60 worth of food so we 

need your financial support… Special Offering on 

Jun 11 & 12.   T!LC has raised $….25% of our 

150,000 meals goal for 2011.  

Youôre Invited to attend!! 
Ordination of Katy Warren 
Saturday, June 11 2:00pm 
All are invited to attend 
The Color of the Day is RED 

 

Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church 
2650 Farnam Street 
Omaha, NE 68131-3684 
(402) 341-7761 

REVISIT THANKSKI XVIII 

For those of you who couldn’t go this year, might go 
next year, or are just interested in what happened dur-
ing Thankski XVIII, check out 
www.Thankski.com. See pictures 
from the trip out and back, action 
shots, condos, après ski, common 
meal and three different ski areas. 
 
Next year’s trip Thankski XIX, will 
be January 21-25, 2012. The picnic, 
planning session and reunion will 
be Saturday, August 6th. Watch for details! Everyone is 
welcome! More info? 
Call Ron Wink, 402-292-1012; ronwink50@msn.com.  

mailto:aleneschlange@yahoo.com
http://www.Thankski.com
mailto:ronwink50@msn.com
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T ! L C  C A R E  M I N I S T R I E S  

hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ς 1 John 4: 7-10; 13-16 (New Century Version) 
Vicar Susan Westland 

 

ά7 Dear friends, we should love each other, because love comes from God. Everyone who loves 

has become God's child and knows God.8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 

God is love.9 This is how God showed his love to us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 

so that we could have life through him. 10 This is what real love is: It is not our love for God; it is 

DƻŘϥǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ IŜ ǎŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ {ƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΧ  
13 We know that we live in God and he lives in us, because he gave us his Spirit.14 We have seen 

and can testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.15 Whoever confesses 

that Jesus is the Son of God has God living inside, and that person lives in God.16 And so we 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜΦέ  
 

!ǎ ǿŜ ǎƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ м WƻƘƴ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 
{ŀǾƛƻǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ άǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ǿƘƻƳ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƻǾŜŘέ όWƻƘƴ моΥноύ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
Christ trusted to care for his mother as Jesus died upon the cross.  John knows the love of our Savior intimately and in 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƘŜ ǘŜƴŘŜǊƭȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŘŜŜǇ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛǎΦ   
 

John calls us friends and encourages us to love each other because our love comes from God himself.  We profess 
belief in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  We profess Christ as the crucified and risen King; how is it then that we 
hold back love for one another?  Is it because we do not fully accept the love God freely gives to us?  What secret 
places, what hurts, evils, worries, anxieties, or pains keep us from the love of Christ who came to set us free? 
Verse 16 teaches us that we can know the love that God has for us and that we can trust that love.  We can place our 

ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƛǘǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻƳō όtǎŀƭƳ 

139), who created and knows the plans for our lives (Jeremiah 29:11).  We can lean into our God who loves us 

enough not to leave us in our Garden of Gethsemane because his Son conquered the Garden, the cross, and the 

ƎǊŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  ά31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us allτhow will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚέόwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥом-32 NIV)  
 

Dear Friends, search your hearts and let God reveal those areas of your life which keep you from accepting his love.  

Let God heal them and accept the love of the risen Christ and know that nothing in this world can defeat you.  No 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜϥƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΦ IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

your friend.  When you have nothing else, he'll be there for you. When all your friends have turned their backs on 

you, he'll still be there; he'll never abandon you. When you're crying out to him, he's whispering in a still small voice 

"I'm right here, I love you". Open your heart, listen to his voice...he's calling out to you today to come and abide in his 

love.  

 

Are you in need of prayer?  James 5:13-16 
commands us to call for the elders of the 
church to pray over us.  Healing Prayer 
Team members are available in the Prayer 
Chapel every    weekend immediately fol-
lowing each service. You are invited and 
encouraged to come for healing and other 
personal prayer needs. 

The Power of God in 

Prayer! 
 

ñI tell you to believe that you 
have received the things you 
ask for in prayer, and God 
will give them to you.ò  
(Mark 11:24 ISB) 

One -to -one Christian care to 
individuals in our congregation 
and community who are facing a 
crisis or life challenge such as 

bereavement, hospitalization, a terminal illness.  
We also provide care to those who are          
separated, divorced, unemployed, relocated, or 
who are experiencing a significant trial or 
storm in their lives.  
 

For information, call Vicar Susan Westland, 
Parish Care Ministry Coordinator at  
402-292-2695. 

Stephen Ministry  
Godôs Love In Action 

For Care  
Ministry  
Assistance . .  

During Church 
Office Hours:   

Please call 402.292.2695 

All Other Times:   
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice  
mail number 402.292.7633 and leave 
a message.  You will be contacted by 
a Care Ministries staff person or a 
pastor.  This number is checked four 
to six times daily. 



 

 

2011  

Childrenõs
 Ministry 

Newsletter 

FROM CONNIEééé 
 

Summer songs have been running through my mind. Songs such as ―Surfer Girl,‖ ―Gotcha Wave,‖ ―Sloop John 

B,‖ and ―Surfing USA,‖ (Beach Boy Classics- am I showing my age?). You may spy a theme in all of these 

songs. YES, they are all beach songs that are preparing the way for: 

Sonsurf Beach Bash Vacation Bible School June 27
th
-July 1

st
  

 

We need your help! Please consider volunteering for: 
Adult group leaders to supervise and escort children to stations. 

Adult and youth to help with small groups of children or work at the crafts, games or snack stations. 

Help with registration June 27
th
 

Decorate the church, make the beach scenes and take down the decorations. 

òLetõs reach out and gather children into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, 

nation, and world.ó 

All children registration forms and volunteer forms are available at the VBS table in the Church Lobby. 
 

Mark your calendars: 
Summer Sunday School June 5, 14, 19, and July 10, 17 and 24

 
at 9:30am 

 

Meetings for Vacation Bible School adult and youth volunteers-Wednesday, June 15 at 6:30pm and  

Saturday, June 18
  
 at 9:30am. 

 

June 1
st

  Praise God for the gifts he has given us to offer 

VBS free to our community 

June 2
nd

  Lord, help us to seek Your vision and Your plans 

for VBS 

June 3
rd

  Pray for all God has called to VBS and the key role 

each will play in His ministry 

June 4
th

  Thank God in advance for the blessings and op-
portunities He will provide through VBS 

June 5
th

  Ask God to make the seeds that are planted during 

VBS grow and prosper 

June 6
th

  Ask God to keep discouragement from interfering 

with His plan for VBS 

June 7
th

  Pray that the music and worship leaders will excite 

the kids to learn about Jesus through music and drama 

June 8
th

  Pray that God would fill each volunteer with a posi-
tive attitude of excitement and enthusiasm 

June 9
th

  Ask God to help the kids know that His plan is for 
them to have a relationship with Jesus 

June 10
th

  Ask God for creativity and patience for those 

working in the crafts rotation 

June 11
th

 Ask God to help the children believe that He cares 

about them 

June 12
th

 Pray that those working in VBS will excel in the 
Lord’s work and know their labor is not in vain 

June 13
th

  Pray for a shield of protection around VBS, that 
no root of bitterness spring up to cause trouble 

June 14
th

  Pray that the kids and workers will seek Jesus 

with all their hearts before, during, and after VBS 

June 15
th

  Pray that God will give the kids courage to ask 

questions and seek Him for answers 

June 16
th

  Pray for the spiritual preparation of all workers 

and volunteers 

June 17
th

  Pray that the Holy Spirit will prepare the hearts of 

those attending VBS to receive God’s word 

June 18
th

  Pray for spiritual understanding of the Bible pas-

sages to be taught 

June 19
th

  Pray for those who will prepare the daily VBS 

snacks and ask for a special blessing on the food 

June 20
th

  Pray we will develop a relationship with the par-
ents/guardian of each child enrolled in VBS 

June 21
st

  Pray for understanding, loving, helping relation-

ships with each child attending VBS 

June 22
nd

  Pray for God’s protection, to avoid accidents, 

trials, temptations, and distractions 

June 23
rd

  Pray that the children might know Jesus as their 

personal savior 

June 24
th

  Pray for physical stamina for the workers and 
volunteers throughout the week of VBS 

June 25
th 

 Pray for safety and health for all our VBS staff, 
volunteers and students 

June 26
th 

 Pray to commit T!LC’s VBS into God’s hands 

June 27
th.

  On this first day of VBS, pray the kids would 
meet up with Jesus and discover how much God loves them 

June 28
th

  Pray that the children will know they can look up 

to Jesus and ask for his help because he is trustworthy 

June 29
th

  Pray the kids learn that Jesus’ death & resurrec-

tion allows them to join up with Jesus and be part of God’s 

family 

June 30
th

  Pray the children will open up to Jesus with their 

sin, and learn Jesus forgives and helps them make a fresh 

start 

July 1
st

  Pray that the children will know and love Jesus, and 

get fired up about sharing Jesus with others 

Thirty-One Days of Prayer for Vacation Bible School 



 

 

 

Dear TLC Family— 

 

I have been extremely blessed to see the Lord's hand 

working in the life of TLC and our Awana Club Ministry 

this year.  The Lord used our Awana Club to touch the 

hearts of more than 150 clubbers in 103 families and 

He accomplished this through the efforts of over 100 

volunteers who selflessly gave of their time to help our 

children come to know, love and serve Jesus Christ.  

It has been a privilege to be a part of what the Lord is 

doing and I know my faith and trust in Jesus Christ 

have been forever changed because of it.   

 

Last July, when Pastor David asked me to become the 

Interim Director, one of my goals was to pray and seek 

the Lord to create a foundation that would allow our 

ministry to grow from a new, fragile first year club into 

a healthy second year club prepared for continued 

growth as we make an  impact for Christ for many 

years to come. While there is still much to do, the Lord 

has directed our efforts and answered our prayers and 

I feel we stand on the edge of a very promising future.   

 

I will be stepping down from my leadership role as of 

May 31st, and I am excited to share that the Lord has 

raised up a wonderful team with broad complementary 

gifting, a deep love for the Lord and a wonderfully  

contagious energy that will help spread the love of 

Christ to even more children. So, please join me in 

welcoming Lisa Sager, Ryan Cinfel and Meagan Cinfel 

as the new Awana Leadership Team!  

 

Blessings, 
 

 

 

 

(To see these photos in full color, please visit the Awana website at www.thanks-giving.org) 

Cubbies Club (3 and 4 year olds) 

Sparks Club (Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders) 

Sparks Leaders  

T&T Ultimate Adventure Club (3rd and 4th graders) T&T Ultimate Challenge Club (5th and 6th graders) 

²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀǊƪǎ ŎƭǳōōŜǊǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΗ 



 

 

YOUTH  M INISTRY  UPDATE  

June 2011 

For more information, contact  

Andrew Mather  

402 -292 -2695  

andrew.mather@thanks -giving.org  

P OWER  SURGE  

5 th  & 6 th  Graders  

H IGH  V OLTAGE  

7 th  & 8 th  Graders  

CHAIN  R EACTION  

9 th  ð 12 th  Graders  

Sunday School and Wednesday night activities are taking a summer break,  

Saturday Night Lights  
Weôll catch up with you in July! 

 

Son Surf Beach Bash  

Vacation Bible School  
June 27 -30 9:00 AM to 12:00  

4 year olds to 5th Grade  

6th graders will be utilized as 

helpers for small groups.  

Register on the Youth Volunteer 

forms in the Narthex.  

Camp Okoboji ðJuly 10 -15ð

$150 per student ðMeet lots of 

new friends, discover more 

about what it means to be a 

Christian, and find out how the 

Almighty God wants to be in a 

relationship with YOU!  
 

VBSðHelpers Needed  

June 27 -30 9:00 AM to 12:00  

Register on the Youth 

Volunteer forms in the Narthex.  
 

2011 Senior High Boston 

Trip ðJune 4 -13ðPlease Pray 

for our students and leaders as 

they embark on a journey to 

grow closer to Christ! This trip 

is currently FULL. A waiting list 

has been started.   
 

BASKETBALL!  

Join us for basketball in the 

FLC on Monday June 20 th  and 

Monday June 27 th  from 11:00 -

1:00 p.m.  
 

Movie Night @ The Schenkôs 

June 22 @ 6:30 p.m.  
 

VBSðHelpers Needed  

June 27 -30 9:00 AM to 12:00  

Register on the Youth 

Volunteer forms in the 

Narthex.  

T!LC Youth Parking Lot Sale 
June 16 - 18 ðChain Reaction Room and Parking Lot.  Collection has begun. This is our big 

fundraiser for the year, so we need great items AND great shoppers! If you would like large items 

picked up, call Andrew to schedule a time.  
 

Are you feeling Godõs call into youth ministry? 
Join us for a potential leader informational meeting on Sunday June 26 th  at 9:30 or 11:00 in the 

Heritage Conference Room.   
 

New Youth Worship Service 
Our new Sunday Morning Youth Worship Service kicks off this fall.  Anyone interested in playing or 

singing in the band is welcome. It is not mandatory to be at every practice. Contact Mike Treachler 

for more information michael.treachler@thanks -giving.org.  

June 15 @ 6:00 to 8:00 Å June 19 @ 5:00 to 7:00 Å June 26 @ 5:00 to 7:00 
 

Last Month by the Numbers 
28 8th Grade students were confirmed on May 15  

Thank you for your continued prayer and support of our Youth Ministry!  



 

 

The Life of Discipleship:   Walking in the Covenant, building the Kingdom 

Hear God Through Your Dreams Summer Workshop 
Pastor Bruce will host 4 workshops over the summer based on the recent dream interpretation class. The workshops will 
be on June 12, June 19, July 17, and July 24 at 9:45am in the Heritage Sanctuary. If you haven’t heard the previous        
teachings, please listen to them on the church website under the Discipleship tab/Adult Education. If you would like to    
purchase the workbook used in class, please contact the church office at 402-292-2695 or email discipleship@thanks-
giving.org. 
  

Cleansing Stream Seminar and Retreat 
August 31 – November 2 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00pm 
Retreat: October 28 & 29 
 

The Cleansing Stream Seminar is designed to introduce believers in Jesus Christ to the basic tenets of discipleship that 
lay a foundation for a life of victory over sin, the temptations of the world, and the devil’s schemes. 
  

The foundational truths and habits for daily living through session teachings and homework are: 
  

· Walk in the Spirit—learn how to walk following the leading of the Holy Spirit 
Ā Commit Everything to God—learn how to trust the Lord and follow His direction 
Ā Speak Words of Life—discover how words can be received, retained, and reproduced 
Ā Enter the Cleansing Stream—see God’s plan for restoration of relationship and rulership 
Ā At the Retreat (Oct 28 & 29) - experience God’s miraculous love and power 
Ā Press Toward the Goal—learn how to continue the journey you’ve begun! 
  

Author John Bevere states, ―The Body of Christ needs believers who can walk free from past hurts and pursue the calling 
that God has placed in their lives. This ministry is helping so many people trade bondage, regret and hopelessness for 
power, love and freedom.‖ 
  

Cost: Seminar Workbook $45 
Retreat: Individual—$60, Couple—$90 
Some partial scholarships are available. 
  

For more information, contact Pastor Bruce Kotila at 292-2695 ext 308 or send an email to discipleship@thanks-
giving.org.  
  

Doorway to Discovery Retreat: The Lordôs PrayerðNovember 10-13  
at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska.  
This retreat is designed to create an environment where you can give undivided attention to growing in your relationship 
with God and renew your prayer life. The cost is $210 per person (includes meals and lodging).  
In a formatted mix of worship, prayer, teaching, reflection, and extended periods of silence, retreatants have the opportu-
nity to rid themselves of daily distractions, reflect on the truth of God’s Word, and consider their current situation in life. It is 
a time to discover more about God, what it means to believe in Jesus Christ, and how to live the fullness of life God de-
sires for each of us. 
 

Lordôs Prayer Retreat 
This is a guided silent retreat that includes a mix of worship, prayer, teaching, reflection and extended periods of silence 
for the purpose of allowing God to teach you to pray, and to pray more effectively. Teaching and reflection times will follow 
the invocation, various petitions and benediction of the Lord’s prayer contained in Matthew 6:9-13. 
  

Financial Peace University 
 

September 6 – December 6 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00pm 
  
Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you how to make the right decisions with your money. 
You’ll be empowered with the practical skills and confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and experience true 
financial peace! Don’t worry – you don’t have to share any information that you’d rather keep private. This 13 week DVD 
based curriculum is presented by Dave Ramsey, a leading expert on      financial matters who counsels thousands each 
week on his radio program. You can learn more about Financial Peace University at daveramsey.com.  
   
For more information about Financial Peace University, contact Jenni Schliesman at jennilee@cox.net. 

ADULT EDUCATION   ˓RETREATS   ˓ CLEANSING STREAM SEMINAR 
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T!LC NOTES 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 06/29 Alyssa Tackett 

06/29 Diane Habrock 

06/29 Mark Schlange 

06/29 Jerry Zubke 

06/29 Christopher Kalk 

06/30 Kay Brooks 

06/30 Curt Park 

06/30 Megan Gillen 

06/30 Connie Jenson 

06/30 Meagan Cinfel 

06/30 Cheryl Friedenbach 

06/15 Ruth Schindler 

06/15 Joseph Nichols 

06/15 Justin Blackwell 

06/16 Emily Wiebelhaus 

06/17 Matt Carnley 

06/17 Dorothy Laabs 

06/17 Thomas Atkinson 

06/17 Terry Wilson 

06/17 Alexandra Triggs 

06/17 David Cubbage 

06/17 Ryan Zubke 

06/17 Samantha Creamer 

06/17 Jill O'Donnell 

06/18 Bev Jorgensen 

06/18 Nancy Smith 

06/18 Michael Albracht 

06/19 Cooper Brown 

06/19 Pam Grutel 

06/19 Jessica Strohmyer 

06/19 Avery Taylor 

06/19 Zachary Wolken 

06/20 Morgan VanOrman 

06/20 Addison Biodrowski 

06/20 Logan Cameron 

06/20 Angela Gilfillan 

06/20 Trevor Walters 

06/20 Tyler Wells 

06/20 Louis McCollor 

06/20 Barett Hermanson 

06/20 Larry Walls 

06/20 Gracie Davis 

06/21 Kevin Stork 

06/21 Brenda Wood 

06/21 Jill Stephens 

06/21 Michael Frederick 

06/22 Ronda Dostal 

06/22 Frank Mitchell 

06/22 Kelly Brazda 

06/22 Spencer Zivny 

06/22 Sophie House 

06/22 Dominic Gillen 

06/22 Allen Dick 

06/22 Bryan Hutzell 

06/23 Stephen Graf 

06/23 Molly Church 

06/23 Jennifer Zamiska 

06/23 Sharon Mears 

06/23 Linda Vacek 

06/23 Kyla Balaberda 

06/23 Amanda Shapland 

06/24 Jay Davis 

06/24 Erica Hansen 

06/25 Shawna Biodrowski 

06/25 Jonathan Tritsch 

06/25 Kason Heiden 

06/25 Jolie Heiden 

06/25 Tiffiny Rohn 

06/25 Sara Conley 

06/25 Jerry McDonald 

06/26 Campbell Wallman 

06/26 John Plambeck 

06/26 Sean Betz 

06/27 Heather Laabs 

06/27 John Jeppesen 

06/27 Michelle Boyce 

06/27 Bradley McDonald 

06/28 Dawn Liberty 

06/28 Phyllis Tyson 

06/28 Robert Schindler 

06/28 Caitlyn Smith 

06/28 Eric Allen 

06/29 Kaylee Stankus 

06/29 Clayton Christensen 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
06/01 Natalie Neumann 

06/01 James McCart 

06/01 Scott Vance 

06/01 Christopher Andersen 

06/02 Carla Hall 

06/02 Lynn West 

06/02 Michael Homme 

06/02 Leonora Wedel 

06/02 Bob Hovey 

06/03 Jacob Graff 

06/04 Shirley Hindman 

06/04 Jakob Lansman 

06/04 LeighAnn Lansman 

06/04 Amy Gambino 

06/05 Logan Getty 

06/05 Jennifer Conley 

06/05 Landon Cameron 

06/05 Suzanne Harless 

06/05 Frank Pasteka 

06/05 Dawn Atkinson 

06/05 Katherine Kramer 

06/05 Laurel Totman 

06/05 Morgan McArthur 

06/05 Hanna McArthur 

06/06 Robert Ramsey 

06/06 Andrew Grutel 

06/06 Amanda Harlow 

06/06 Lucas Peterson 

06/06 Donna Frederick 

06/07 Zachary Hayes 

06/07 Nancy Summerfield 

06/07 Cindy Sand 

06/07 Tiffanie Totman 

06/07 Arabella Kallhoff 

06/07 Aidan Betz 

06/08 Kenneth Hofman 

06/08 Cassie Leaders 

06/08 Eleanor Benson 

06/08 Sean Irwin 

06/08 Martha Zubke 

06/08 Brian Hanna 

06/08 Kevin Carlson 

06/08 Elena Carlson 

06/08 Bill Richards 

06/08 Thomas Hendricks 

06/09 Karol Purdham 

06/09 Hunter Kulper 

06/09 Dorothy List 

06/09 Rodney McKnight 

06/09 Sydney Boyce 

06/10 Ashlynn Cutinella 

06/10 Donald Roubinek 

06/10 Julie Grancer 

06/10 Sharla Mruz 

06/10 Marlene Church 

06/10 Christopher Copeland 

06/11 Caleb Turner 

06/11 Barry Branson 

06/11 Jamie Kramer 

06/11 Gerald Leseberg 

06/11 Paige Struthers 

06/11 Zachary Plambeck 

06/12 Richard Pitts 

06/13 Diane Wink 

06/13 Shelby Zivny 

06/13 Justin Lachowicz 

06/13 Katie West 

06/13 Diane Heying 

06/13 Karol Lien 

06/14 Ainsley Smith 

06/14 Jason Weber 

06/14 Aidan Scott 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
06/01 Ozzie & Juanita Jenison 

06/01 Adam & Tina Haeder 

06/01 Derrin & Vicki Hansen 

06/02 William & Elizabeth Wayt 

06/04 Kirk & Cynthia Maynard 

06/04 John & Fran Taylor 

06/05 Brian & Amy Schram 

06/06 Jeff & Lisa Needham 

06/06 Skip & Barb Howery 

06/06 Kermit & Lynn Erickson 

06/06 Phill & Karen Rowell 

06/06 William & Jean  Morris 

06/06 Chris & Venus Buck 

06/07 Shaun & Angela Gilfillan 

06/07 Dave & Ronda Dostal 

06/07 Bob & Dixie Gillespie 

06/07 Ryan & Karen Kerstetter 

06/08 Ken & Sue Tonn 

06/08 Chuck & Maxine Scott 

06/09 Mike & Carolyn Johnson 

06/09 Kevin & Jill O'Donnell 

06/10 Alden & Corinne Schmitz 

06/11 Joe & Kathy Sell 

06/11 Rick & Sherri Hull 

06/11 William & Jan Elliott 

06/12 Phil & Chris Tackett 

06/12 Rick & Suzanne Patterson 

06/13 Adam & Sara Fjell 

06/14 Frank & Penny Mitchell 

06/14 Andre & Amy Gambino 

06/15 Bill & Carol Clausen 

06/15 Mark & Wendy Ahlers 

06/16 Ron & Patty Barnes 

06/16 Dennis & Starla Lutterman 

06/16 Steve & Jill Tyler 

06/16 David & Brenda Salber 

06/17 Jim & Sarah Biermann 

06/18 Don & Carol Roubinek 

06/18 Bob & Tami Maxwell 

06/18 Brian & Tessie Childers 

06/18 Ingrid & Tom Furby 

06/19 Barry & Patricia Branson 

06/19 Dan & Lisa Zaloudek 

06/20 Bill & Helen Moses 

06/20 Bill & Cheryl Smith 

06/20 Troy & Lynn  Spady 

06/20 Thomas & Laura Flynn 

06/20 Adam & Kimberly Ecklund 

06/21 Agoth & Achol Riing 

06/21 Bill & Barb Helwig 

06/22 Larry & Diane Habrock 

06/22 Allen & Cheryl Dick 

06/23 Tom & Barb Harter 

06/23 Gene & Joyce Hahn 

06/25 Roger & Dorothy Laabs 

06/26 Thomas & Diane Lansman 

06/26 Tod & Wendy Ellis 

06/26 Darrin & Christy Finley 

06/26 Gary & Traci Johnson 

06/26 Curt & Amy Turnipseed 

06/27 Brian & Leah Jorgensen 

06/27 Ed & Kathy Hanline 

06/27 Gregg & Sue Hoogeveen 

06/27 Ken & Sara Carlson 

06/27 David & Cami Madden 

06/28 John & Lynn West 

06/30 Doug & Karen Roe 

06/30 Tracy & Angie Osborn 

06/30 Keith & Kari Balaberda 

BAPTISMS 

(April 21, 2011) 

Mason James Merrihew, son of 

Shawn & Beth.  Sponsor is Kristie 

Merrihew. 

(April 30, 2011) 

Merissa Ann & Jadelyn Elizabeth 

Ann Smith.  Sponsors are Kyle 

Smith, TJ Crayton, Khadejah Crayton, 

Diane Blum 

(May 7, 2011) 

Maya Jo Camp, daughter of Nathan  

& Janelle.  Sponsors are Haelee 

Kowalski & Torrie Dannehl. 

(May 8, 2011) 

Eric Hogan Allen son of Dudley and 

Kim.  Sponsors are Sanford & Amy 

Nelson. 

Lanea Faith Jackson daughter of 

Mick & Laura.  Sponsors are Lindee 

Jackson & Matt Fryman. 

(May 14, 2011) 

Danny John, Shawnee Rose, & Lu-

cas Alan Heller, children of  Gary & 

Sarah.  Sponsors are Jim & Nancy 

Weiss 

(May 22, 2011) 

Taylor Michelle & Isabella Marie 

Gilfillan, children of Shaun & Angela.  

Sponsors are Marc Hosick, Dameon 

Gilfillan & Alisha Horvath 

Madison Nicole Mather, daughter of 

Andrew & Samantha.  Sponsors are 

Steven & Jenny Mather. 

Elisabeth Joy Jackson, daughter of 

Christopher & Joy.  Sponsors are Al & 

Marge Nixon. 

BIRTHS 

Braylon David Fjell born on 

May 4, 2011. Proud parents 

are Sara & Adam Fjell. 

SYMPATHY 

Chris & Phil Tackett in the death of , 

Ken Morris on April 18, 2011. 

Carol & Roger Kellison in the death 

of, Tress Hollebrands. 

Kris Bahns & Family, in the death of 

Delores Bahns on April 26, 2011 

Susan Madden & Family in the 

death of Cynthia Lucille Preston New-

ton 

The Lesley Family in the death of 

Judy Lesley on May 8, 2011 

James, Sam & Jack Glover in death 

of their grandmother Zola Johnson 

May 11, 2011. 



 

 

JUNE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time Reader Worship Asst Communion Assistants Ushers All of June Greeters 

June 4 & 5ðHoly Communion 

5:30 Jan Elliot  
 
 

  

      

8:15 Steve Albracht  
Linda Christiansen, Tami Maxwell, 
Mary Lou Hegarty 

Ross Ashbacher, Alden Schmitz 
Jerry Leseberg, Frank Mitchell 

                                             Steve & Sherry Albracht Family 

9:30 Shari Teixeira  
Tex & Shari Teixeira, Tracy Gramps, 
Leah Jorstad, Cathy Muhle, Donna 
Gilbert 

Jon Peterson, Steve Zivny 
Marty & Marilyn McLaughlin 

 

      

11:00 Joyce Pancoast  

Von & Tracy Townsend, Janiece 
Rife, 
Joyce Pancoast, Joy Stumme, Lana 
Fox 

Jan & Craig Christians 
Kirk Engelbart, Andy Cu-
tinella 

 

         

June 11 & 12     

5:30 Maria Smith     

8:15 Tom Schwendtner    Dave Larson 

9:30 Ray Thompson     

11:00      

June 18 & 19 - Holy Communion     

5:30 Maylene Haslett     

8:15 Charlie Smock  
Vickey Anderson, Kermit Erickson, 
Mary Lou Hegarty  Alden & Corinne Schmitz 

      

9:30 Stacy Thorne  
Stan & Lynn Aarhus, Nate & Katie 
Wallman, Chrys & Dirk Frey   

      

11:00 Sue Hoogeveen  
Kevin & Jeanne Coasts, Sue 
Hoogeveen   

      

June 25 & 26         

5:30 Trisha McArthur     

8:15 Sarah Biermann    Harley & Ethel Urbain 

9:30 Julie Taylor Costello    

11:00 Rick Hull    

      

 8:15 9:30 & 11:00    

June 5 Laurie Hanna      Sue Tonn    

June 12         Denise Dunn  

June 19         Grace Overby           Rhonda Wiebers  

June 26         Linda Christensen    Pat Sohm    
      

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:  

Readers, Worship/Communion Assistants: (Sat 5:30/Sun 8:15) Venus Buck 291-0594; (9:30/11:00) Donna Gilbert 293-1656 

Altar Guild: Julie Taylor-Costello 292-2695  

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 292-6249; Usher Captians: (8:15) Ron Overby 292-4335; (9:30) Terry Wilson 991-6707; 

     (11:00) Craig Christians 502-9168 

Greeters: Karen Griffith 331-1935    

      

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 



 

 

Here we are again with me wishing you a happy June 2011! It is at hard at times to           
comprehend that we are fast approaching the first day of summer and Memorial Day      
Weekend has just passed us by once again. . 
 
Over the summer months, the library will be incorporating new books onto the shelves. Many 
wonderful donations from our fellow members have once again been given to share with the 
entire congregation. Books are continually rotated onto the library cart each week so make 
sure you check it out. This cart contains good reads for summer for all ages. 

 
Here is a quick review as to what transpires with the books; DVD’s or CD’s that are donated .   The following 
is what happens to these items: 

1.  Books, DVD’s and CD’s are incorporated into the library. 
2.  Books, DVD’s and CD’s that are not put into the library are set aside for the library sale in October. 
3.  Books, DVD’s and CD’s that are not sold at the library sale are then: 

A. Set aside for the youth sale 
B. Set aside for Fresh Anointing Library 
C   Set aside to be taken to l/2 Price Book Store and the dollars gained from this is put 
       into the Library Fund where it is utilized in purchasing supplies or new books. 

 
Many of you have asked what books are accepted in the library. We accept all books so this is a great place 
to unload those books that you wanted to get off those bookshelves, out of the closets or out of the         
basement.  As mentioned above, they go through a clearing process as to where they are eventually placed 
and we appreciate any and all donations. Children’s books (The Library Book Nook) are being incorporated 
back into the main library. Books, DVD’s and CD’s for high school and adults are also located here. 
 
If you have any of the above to donate, just leave them in the library or if you are unsure, please feel free to 
leave a note in the check out box on the cart. Note paper and pen can be found behind the check out box in 
the library. 
 
And again, for those who have donated, a big thank-you. Just knowing that these book, CD’s, DVD’s and 
VHS tapes remain in circulation is your way of sharing your bounty of treasures not only within the church but 
to our extended family of Christian city, state and nation. 
 
Have a wonderful June! 
 
God’s blessings and peace… 
Vicki DeRoo 

P A G E  9 T ! L C  N O T E S 

The T!LC Library CornerðItôs Your Library! 
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T!LC Health Minist r ies  

T!LC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics.  If you have any questions or would like 

to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 402-292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org. 

Learn from Rodents! 
 

A study in The Proceedings of the National Academy and Sciences studied mice with annoyingly good habits. 
 
Investigators put 23 mice into cages with running wheels. (The 24 Hour Fitness mice) They also put 23 mice 
into cages with no access to running wheels. (Couch potato mice)  All mice were given the same diet, sleep 
habits and stress levels. (They did not have adolescent mice at home to change stress levels.)  As opposed 
to most humans, the mice with the running wheels in their cages took full advantage of their exercise gear.  
They ran on the wheels without any training or encouragement. (Amazing!) 
 

Two weeks later, the scientists gave the mice an injection of dye to mark new brain cells in the memory re-
lated area of the brain.  After 4 more weeks, the scientists checked the mice’s brains.  The exercising mice 
had more evidence of new brain cells and more blood flow in the memory related brain area.  The mice   
without running wheels in their cages did not have new brain cells and did not have increased blood flow in 
that brain area. 
 

The researchers then focused on people.  After 3 months of exercise, participants with exercising lifestyles 
also showed an increase in blood flow to the memory related brain area, better scores on memory tests, and 
improvement in aerobic fitness. 
 

What is to learn from this?  (Choose one answer)  A. Humans could use running wheels at home.           
B. Adolescents at home cause memory problems. C. Exercise has long been known to be good for your 
heart.  What is good for your body is also good for your brain.  Exercise increases blood flow to your whole 
body, including the brain.  Exercise slows the loss of brain tissue that typically begins in the 40s. 
 

Studies have found that exercise slows or sometimes prevents specific age related changes in your brain.  
Studies also demonstrate that exercise may even provide memory improvement. 
 

Studies having been inconsistent as to which exercise helps you stay mentally sharp.  Your goal should be to 
exercise at least 30 minutes a day most days of the week.  If you are just getting started, do not worry about 
the time.  One study found that 15 minute exercise sessions a few times a week reduced older adults risk of 
dementia.  The benefit was greatest to those participants who had not exercised previously. 
 

The key is to be consistent and keep at it! 
Set yourself up for success.  Set small goals that you know you can achieve at first.  Post your goals     
somewhere visible, so you will see them daily and be reminded of them every day. 
Join a group or start your own.  Exercise buddies keep you motivated. 
Find a reliable location.  Find indoor locations that make it easy to stick to your exercise routine in         
undesirable weather. 
Find an activity you enjoy.  A health club provides a variety of fitness classes and training alternatives to 
prevent boredom. 

 

Mind exercises can help you retain and improve your mental capacity as well.  Mental gymnastics to consider 
are weekly mind teasers, crossword puzzles, Sudoku, Scrabble, computer games, and reading about         
interesting topics.  Stay away from the TV.  There are many opportunities for mental gymnastics on the    
Internet. 
 

Make it a goal to exercise your brain both physically and mentally to keep it fit.  Studies are demonstrating 
that memory related changes can be prevented with disciplined activity. 
 

Please notify your T!LC Health Ministries Team if you have any questions. 
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ñWe shall serve for the joy of serving  - prosperity shall flow to us and through 

us in unending streams of plenty. ò ~ Charles Fillmore 

Thanksgiving is blessed with many, many folks who volunteer their time and talents in vari-

ous ministries and we are thankful for each one of them. Being called to serve, in any type of role, is defi-

nitely an honor. Jesus calls us to be servants– being a servant is the role that Jesus took on himself. ―But 

among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever 

wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else. For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.‖ (Mark 10:43-45) In this article you will 

discover many ways that you can serve while meeting other people with similar interests. 

We welcome Julie Taylor Costello to the Worship and Music team as our admin assistant. Julie has taken 

over the administrative chores of collecting, creating, and standardizing volunteer job descriptions; coordinat-

ing altar guild activities; and overseeing the myriad of details that go into each worship service. Thanksgiving 

is always in need of people to serve – no matter your interests or your talents, we can find a spot for you. 

From helping out on Saturday or Sunday with the services, or during the week in the office or around the 

church, there is a need you can fill. Currently some of the biggest needs are: alter guild, scheduler for 11:00 

am communion clean up, greeters, help with the Saturday 5:30 service, and worship coordinators for all ser-

vices. Please contact the T!LC office if you are interested in more information about any of these positions. 

If you or someone you know has interest in using their music or technical gifts for the Jubilation service there 
will be applications available at the welcome center. Whether you play guitar, drums, piano, run sound, lights, 
media, or sing, we would love for you to join our team and to help create and cultivate worship for our con-
gregation. If you have any questions about the worship team or just want to talk worship, please contact our 

Worship Coordinator Mike Treachler, 402-680-8093.  

ñSing a new song to the Lord! Let the whole earth sing to the Lord!ò Psalm 96:1 

Last fall Carol Umberger took over as interim choir director for our Heritage service. Her willing-

ness to take on this role allowed us to provide continuity within worship and music while we searched for a 

new Worship Coordinator. It is now time to begin a search for a permanent Heritage Director. This is a 10-12 

hour a week job with staff responsibilities that go beyond simply directing the choir.  Interested parties should 

contact the church office at 292-2695. 

Heritage Choir takes a break over the summer and this provides an opportunity for vocalists and instrumen-

talists to perform special music. If interested get in touch with Joe Reed at 712-847-0248 or Carol at the 

church office. 

Looking ahead to important dates: 

July 2-3—Spiritual Freedom and Salute to our Armed Services 

June 19-July 31—Heritage Service  will sing Setting 10—familiar texts set to hymn tunes that provide a 

fresh and uplifting approach to worship. 

August 25—Choir rehearsals begin 

Mid-September—Cantata rehearsals begin 

December 18—Christmas Cantata. Remember Pastor Glenn’s challenge—he’ll sing if you do! 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC NOTES 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/we_shall_serve_for_the_joy_of_serving-prosperity/298628.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/we_shall_serve_for_the_joy_of_serving-prosperity/298628.html


 

 

CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES 

2011 GRADUATES 

Bellevue East High School (May 14, 20110 

Dannielle Ackerman, daughter of Will and Tracey Ackerman.  

Dannielle plans to attend the University of Nebraska—Omaha 

in the College of Social Work. 

Clayton David Christensen, son of Roger and Linda.  Clayton 

plans to attend Midland University to study Criminal Justice. 

Emily Osborn, daughter of Angie and Tracy Osborn.  Emily 

plans to attend the University of Nebraska—Omaha to study 

Marketing and Spanish. 
 

Bellevue West High School (May 14, 2011) 

Karli Green, daughter of Rod and Val Green.  Karli will attend 

Creighton University. 

Kristin Elise Hanna, daughter of Fred and Laurie Hanna.  

Kristin will attend Peter Kiewit Institute at the University of Ne-

braska—Omaha to study. Architectural Engineering with a fo-

cus on acoustical engineering. 

Katrina Nicholson, daughter of Wayne and Rita Nicholson.  

Katrina will attend the University of Nebraska—Omaha. 

Joshua Plambeck, son of Mike and Shelley Plambeck.  

Joshua will attend the University of Nebraska—Omaha. 

Ally Wolever, daughter of Marti and Chris Wolever.  Ally will 

attend Concordia University in Irvine CA. 
 

Brownell-Talbot School (May 28, 2011) 

Sonya Schindler, daughter of Rob and Ruth Schindler.  Sonya 

will attend Northern Arizona University. 
 

Mercy High School (May 19, 2011) 

Rachel Kinzer, daughter of Chuck and Deb Kinzer.  Rachel 

will attend the University of Nebraska—Omaha to study inter-

national business. 
 

Millard West High School (May 28, 2011) 

Dillon Ludwig, son of Daniel Ludwig.  Dillon will attend Univer-

sity of Nebraska—Lincoln 
 

Papillion Lavista High School (May 15, 2011) 

Miranda Johnson, daughter of George and Michelle Reyes.  

Miranda will attend the University of Nebraska—Omaha to 

study Elementary Education. 
 

Papillion Lavista South High School (May 15, 2011) 

Sarah Griffith, daughter of Joe and Karen Griffith.  Sarah will 

attend the University of Nebraska—Lincoln to study Early 

Childhood Development. 

Brittany Hoffman, daughter of Tom and Jodi Parrack.  Brittany 

plans to attend college in the fall. 

Randy Norman Jr, son of Randy and Rhonda Norman.  

Randy will attend Methodist College of Nursing. 

Todd Smith, son of Phil and Maria Smith.  Todd will attend the 

University of Nebraska—Lincoln to study pre Law. 

Natalie Strohmyer, daughter of Jeff and Lisa Strohmyer.  

Natalie will attend Kansas University in Lawrence KS to study 

Religious Studies/Pre Med.  Her goal is medical mission work. 

Meagan Summerfield, daughter of Ken and Nancy Summer-

field.  Meagan will attend Nebraska Wesleyan to study Psy-

chology. 

Richelle Thompson, daughter of Ray and Erica Thompson.  

Richelle will attend The Art Institute of Colorado, majoring in 

photography. 
 

 

 

COLLEGE GRADUATES 

Jessica Ackerman, daughter of Will and Tracey Ackerman.  

Graduating from the University of Nebraska—Omaha with a 

degree in International  Studies, summa cum laude. 

Cory Adams—Graduating from George Washington University 

in Washington DC with a Master of Science in Systems Engi-

neering. 

James T. Akol, friend of Glenn and Suzanne Harless.  Gradu-

ating from Bellevue University with a bachelor’s degree in 

Healthcare Management.  He looks forward to continuing his 

education whenever possible. 

Robin Dahlke, daughter of Karl and Kim Dahlke.  Graduating 

from the University of Nebraska—Omaha with a bachelors 

degree in Secondary Education/Spanish.  She plans to teach 

Spanish at Logan Middle School in Bellevue. 

Dan Griffith, son of Joe and Karen Griffith.  Graduating from 

the University of Nebraska—Lincoln with a bachelor's degree 

in History and Political Science. 

Janea Hagen, daughter of John and Lisa Hagen.  Graduating 

from the University of South Dakota with a bachelors degree in 

exercise science/recreation. 

Denise (Dunn) Hebert, daughter of Mike and Cheryl Dunn.  

Graduating from Wayne State College with a Masters in Cur-

riculum & Instruction.  She plans to continue teaching for Belle-

vue Public Schools. 

Klees Loembet, husband to Renee (Norman) Loembet.  

Graduating from Iowa Western Community College with an 

Associates Degree in Science.  He plans to attend George 

State to peruse a bachelor’s degree 

Grant Maynard, son of Kirk and Cynthia Maynard.  Graduating 

from the University of Nebraska—Lincoln with a MBA and Juris 

Doctorate (law).  His plans to practice law with Cline Williams 

law firm in Lincoln NE  

Amy Nelson mother of Amanda, Andrea, and Andrew Nelson. 

Graduating from the University of Nebraska—Omaha with a 

bachelors degree in Elementary Education/Library Media En-

dorsement.  

Sarah Page, daughter of Garland Page and Nancy Russo.  

Graduating from the University of Nebraska—Omaha with a 

degree in Physical Education / Exercise Science.. She plans to 

serve as an officer in the Air Force. 

Brian Steffy husband of Sheri Steffy.  Graduating from Creigh-

ton University with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Educa-

tion.  He looks forward to teaching in an Elementary school. 

Matthew Weiner, son of Mike and Teri Weiner. Graduating 

from the University of Nebraska—Lincoln with a bachelor’s 

degree in Spanish Education. 

Michelle Weiner, daughter of Mike and Teri Weiner.  Graduat-

ing from Western Illinois University with a Masters Degree in 

College Student Personnel. 

Kelsey Woodard, daughter of Doug and Lori Woodard.  

Graduating from Creighton University with a bachelor’s degree 

in Finance.  She plans to work for Union Pacific. 

 

T!LC PRESCHOOL CLASS OF 2011 (May 26, 2011) 
They plan to attend Kindergarten and have a life filled with 

lots of love and laughter! 
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Dates to Remember: 
 

June 5-July 24ðSummer Sunday School  

 (9:30 am only)  

 No Sunday June 26,or July 3 

 

June 6ðTLC Blood Drive 

 

June 8ðLeadership Boot Camp begins 

 

June 15ðVBS Volunteer Training 

 

June 16-18ðYouth Garage Sale 

 

June 18ðVBS Volunteer Training 

 

June 19ðBaptism Class 11:00am 

 

June 20ðYouth Basketball begins 

 

June 21ðSummer Quilting begins (1:30pm) 

 

June 22ðSR High Movie Night 

 

June 27-July 1 - Vacation Bible School 

 

July 9ðKids Against Hunger Packing Day 

 

Missional Community:  A Place for  

Discipleship 
If you are interested in discovering a new type 

of Christian community that is centered 

around the Biblical principles of discipleship 

please go to http://tlcmidsize.blogspot.com  

This is a site that we have set up specifically for the mis-

sional community.  Or feel free to call hosts Rob and 

Janine Wegner at 293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net  
 

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob 

and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and 

teaching. 

Weekly updates on events and church happenings 

are located on our website!   

Registration for several events are 

available!  Check it out at: 

www.thanks-giving.org  
 

Did you knowé.. 
 

You can receive this newsletter  

publication via email??  If you would 

like to begin to receive the Newsletter via email in 

place of your mailed copy send your name and email 

address to  
 

sara@thanks-giving.org.   

You can also read it on our website at: 

www.thanks-giving.org/newsletters 

Women’s Book Study will be held at 
7:00 PM on Monday, June 13th at the 
Hanson Lake 2 home of Diane Wink, 
17305 Yucca Circle. To reach Diane’s 
house, follow 36th Street South to the 
end. Turn left on LaPlatte Road. Imme-

diately after the ―Chris Lake East‖ sign, turn right on 
Dyson Hollow Road. Turn left on Annabelle. Turn right at 
the first OR second Yucca Circle. Grey house! OR you 
can come South on Highway 75 (Kennedy Expressway), 
passing the light at Platteview Road. Turn right at the 
next light (LaPlatte exit/JRC’s Phillips 66). Turn immedi-
ately left/South to parallel Hwy 75. Turn right on LaPlatte 
Road. Immediately prior to the ―Chris Lake East‖ sign, 
turn left onto Dyson Hollow Road and continue as above. 
 

We will complete Beth Moore’s study,  Jesus The One 
and Only, and view week 10, The Risen Hope  
(workbook pages 216 – 238), completing the        work-
sheet on page 238 as Study Leader, Karen   Rowell 
leads us through it. We will also view Week 9, The Lamb 
of God since we had a technical problem at the last 
meeting. 
 

Call or email Diane ( 402-292-1012 
ronwink50@msn.com) or co-hostess, Diane Heying (402
-293-1774; dianeheying@aol.com ) if you have any 
questions or are UNABLE to attend. Remember this is a 
scent free evening. Hope to see you there! 

The July 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

June 17, 2011 
 

 

 

 

SUMMER QUILTING 
T!LC summer quilting begins Tuesday, 

June 21st from 1:30-3pm.  We meet in 

the Mission Room.  We will try to meet 

every Tuesday up until August 9th.  We 

will be tying quilts together!  If you can 

tie a knot or pin together binding we need you!   

Please call Karen Rowell for more information.   

402-291-2401 or kjpenguin@cox.net  

mailto:ronwink50@msn.com
mailto:dianeheying@aol.com


 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Parish Care/Stephen Ministry:  402.292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation!  Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation!  Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May , , , 

Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00 

Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge 

Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the        

summer months. 
 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Pastor of  Congregational Ministries 

Care Ministries Coordinator Vicar Susan Westland 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Worship & Music Admin  Julie Taylor-Costello 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Childrenõs Ministry Director Connie Barnhart 

Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan & Ryan Cinfel 

Youth Director   Andrew Mather 

Worship & Music Director   Carol Umberger 

Nursery Director   Regina Neemann 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging  to the Family of God,  

Believing  in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming  Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
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