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Dear Friends In Christ,

In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He existed in the beginning with God.

God created everything through him,
and nothing was created except through him.
The Word gave life to everything that was created,
and his life brought light to everyone.

The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never extinguish it.
John 1:1-5 NLT

Christmas — | love the words above from the Gospel of John! During the long dark nights of winter, John’s
image of Jesus’ light shining in the darkness is a powerful one. For many followers of Jesus, Christmas is
a time of great joy as we celebrate His light first breaking into the world as an infant in Bethlehem; even as
we eagerly anticipate his second coming as the triumphant King at the end of the age. But for many other
followers of Jesus, especially those who are struggling in the darkness of sorrow, fear, or hopelessness;
the light of Christmas can break through our darkness with tender words of comfort, consolation, and hope.
Jesus' life brings light to the darkness of the world, and the darkness can never extinguish it!

Congratulations to Susan Westland who has just graduated from Luther Seminary in St. Paul,
Minnesota. Susan will be preaching at T!ILC the weekend of January 1. In celebration of her graduation
and in appreciation for her time with us as our Vicar and Care Director, there will be a reception that
weekend in her honor following all services.

The Story Preaching Series resumes on January 8. | hope that you have been enjoying the series as
much as the pastors have enjoyed preaching it! In preparation for worship services the weekend of
January 8, please resume reading in The Story with Chapter 14 — A Kingdom Torn in Two.

The 2012 Annual Meeting of The Congregation is scheduled for January 29 at 12:30 pm in the Family
Life Center. The purpose of the meeting will be to:

Adopt a Ministry Budget for 2012.

Elect four people to the TILC Congregation Council.

Elect two people to the 2012 Nominating Committee.

Take the second vote to ratify TILC’s new Constitution.
Copies of the annual report, candidate bios, and action items will be available on January 15 in the Church
Offices, Welcome Center, and on our T!ILC Website.

Many Blessings in Christ,

/j/é/w/ /7[44@4/



Transforming
ives in
Christ

Creating Connections

Informational Meeting January 17, 2012—6:30pm in the Heritage Sanctuary

s, s Dear Friends,

= ”"%Z": | would like to invite you to share a very special trip with me in September/October of 2012.
=¥ We will be walking in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul and experiencing the life of the
\V early church. We have the opportunity to visit several historic cities, including Athens,

T _X Ephesus, and Dubrovnik, Croatia.

The trip begins in Venice, ltaly, the city built on islands, and ends in Milan where we will
have the opportunity to see Leonardo Da Vinci’s great masterpiece, The Last Supper. Between those two
wonderful cities, we will be traveling aboard the luxurious Norwegian Jade. Our itinerary is detailed in a
brochure available in the Welcome Center or the TILC Office. Both the Adriatic and Mediterranean Seas
offer magnificent scenery and wonderful glimpses of history. Great food, first class hotels, attentive staff,
magnificent ports of call—all await us. Please note that these reasonable prices include our round trip
airfare from Omaha and our hotels in Venice and Milan. Only a certain number of cabins in each category
have been allocated to us. Reservation forms can be found at the T!LC Offices. If you are
interested in the trip pick one up and mail it in today along with your deposit. | look forward
to having you join us on this adventure. Please give me a call if you have any questions:
(402) 290 - 1116.

Sincerely,
Pastor David S. Witkop

Advent by Candlelight
The sounds of laughter and Christmas music could be heard, lights were turned low,
candlelight flickered on tables decorated with crystal and the spirit of the holiday. More
importantly the love of Christ was in the air in our Family Life Center on the evening of
=\ /[[November 29 when over 250 women gathered for an evening of fellowship and
= | worship. Thirty hostesses invited members of our congregation, friends and family to enjoy
:., an evening of spiritual guidance. We were excited to begin our Advent season with the real
\w@ reason for the season - Christ's birth. The story - 'Anticipating His Presence' was read by
Suzanne Harless and Lisa Witkop as women of our congregation dramatized 10 gifts that
showed God’s love for us. We were entertained with beautiful hymns and carols. Over 100 women outside
of our congregation were shown the love that TILC shows everyday to members of our community. We were
all disciples for Christ on that Tuesday evening and many went away knowing that "Christ's presence" makes
Christmas not "presents".

PRAISE AND THANKS go to so many that made this such a wonderful evening - our hostesses for your
enthusiasm in wanting to share the evening and the beautiful table set ups, our wonderful women of the
congregation who were generous with your time to prepare your delicious bakery creations, our facility staff -
Harold, Am, Bob, and Roger who set up and took down all the tables and chairs within a 6 hour time frame
and for also assisting many of us in carrying in our table set ups. All the husbands who were kind enough to
help in the take down of all the tables and chairs. Mike James for his lighting and sound skills. Carol
Umberger for her musical talent leading our Ladies Choir. Liane Kirmis for preparing our very own Joyful
Noise Bell Choir in their presentations. Karen Rowell for leading the talented Offuttaires. Cheryl Smith and
daughter Tara McVicker for their moving duet. Rhonda Wiebers in directing our drama. Sara and Barbara for
all of your assistance, Lynn Erickson and Corlis Bunas in directing the serving of the desserts. Lynn Brekke
for help in the prep work. So many others that it took to make the evening a success, but most
importantly God for showing us that the ‘challenges ahead of us are never as great as the Power behind

14

us.

| WILL HONOR CHRISTMAS IN MY HEART, AND TRY TO KEEP IT ALL YEAR LONG!
Diane Heying




MISSION MOMENTS from Pastor David

Mission. What is our mission statement by the way? Our mission is to reach out mene.
and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of Jesus ives in

Christ in our community, nation, and world. ks Corist
Believe
A New Year’s Resolution With Eternal Value

| don’t know about you, but | have a difficult time with New Year's Resolutions. Some years | don’t even
make any resolutions, because | know | won’t keep them, and | can’t find resolutions that have much value.

I'd like to challenge you to join me this year in making a different kind of New Year’s Resolution - one that
will have eternal value — a resolution to make mission a more active part of your life. I'm not talking about
going to a foreign country and living as a missionary, but about responding to the saving grace of God right
where you live and right where you are in your life today. The parable of the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37) shows us how to live a missional life. Just like the Samaritan, God wants us to respond to
the opportunities He puts before us with that same mercy and grace the Samaritan showed to the man
beaten by robbers.

Sounds like a great New Year’s Resolution, you say, but just how do you put this into action? | always like to
start with prayer, so pray to God in thanks for the grace and mercy he has shown you, and then ask him to
show you where he wants you to reach out in your life. Next, consciously live seeking for those
opportunities, trusting that God will use the talents he gave you to carry out His guidance. Now, don't fall
into that resolution trap of making up excuses. What is so radical about living missionally is that God not
only gives us permission but he actually challenges and equips us to go out there and do it! Take a look at
these possibilities:

Can you read? Read books to people in nursing homes or tutor children.

Can you pray? Pray for those driving with you on the road.

See your neighbor’s garbage can at the end of the driveway? Roll it back to the garage.

Can you give a dog a bath? Offer to give one to your neighbor’s dog.

See someone having a difficult day? Buy coffee or a snack for them.

Know someone needing help shopping, mowing lawn, weeding flower beds? Help them.
Food bank running low on food? Provide donations.

Can you work with kids? Help with Sunday school — teach or be an assistant.

Like to organize and sort things? Volunteer at Open Door Mission or Heartland Family Services.
Is there a need for winter clothes? Organize a coat drive for Siena Francis House.

Can you cut and fold? Help cut out activities for Sunday school or fold bulletins.

Can you put food in a bag or pack a box? Volunteer for a Kids Against Hunger packing event.
Can you sew? Help make quilts or sew dresses for girls in need of clothing.

Are you handy around the house? Help someone who needs house repairs.

The possibilities are, well, as endless as God. And you don’t need to do this alone - invite your friends and
family to join you. If you need help connecting with an organization, contact me, Karen Harned at
harnedco@hotmail.com. Share with me what you are doing to live missionally so we can share your ideas
and with others.

Dominican Republic Mission Trip Planned for 2012.

Tentative dates are
April 24—May 4 or May 28—June 7.

If you are interested in this trip please contact Mike Albers(malbers@qualitytm.com) or
call (402-490-1556)

The estimated cost is $2000 per person T!LC scholarships are available.




MISSION MOMENTS continued............
A Missional Life for 2012

On January 23", | will be embarking on a mission trip with nine other pastors throughout the
United States. Our destination is Guatemala through an organization called Compassion
International. You are the reason that | am going. Thanksgiving! has been recognized by
Compassion as an outwardly focused church which desires to share the message of Jesus, while
also meeting the needs of the poor and marginalized. Read below to understand the possibilities
and implications for our Thanksgiving community. Please pray for wisdom and safety for me, as we
discern God’s purposes and plans for this partnership.

The vision for Compassion International’s Church to Church partnership reflects the growth other
congregations have experienced in the following areas:

SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Missions inherently conjure images of the rich reaching out to serve the poor. When you witness
firsthand the joy and faith of those living in extreme poverty through a Church to Church partnership,
you'll discover your church is the one being blessed.

KINGDOM IMPACT

The Church to Church strategy provides a trusted channel for your resources through a direct
partnership with an indigenous church. Our rigorous accountability standards ensure your
partnership will yield powerful, lasting impact for the benefit of God's kingdom.

LOCAL OUTREACH

As the eyes of your congregation members are opened and spirits are sensitized to the lost and
needy of the world, their perspective on missions will also change dramatically. Members who have
a heart for others will pray more, grow more and give more so that God's glory can be manifested in
their neighborhoods and beyond.

“Through our indigenous church partner, we are not simply serving “the poor.” We are serving
people with names and faces. Church to Church is a relational strategy. It has a way of blessing the
poor and the partners.”

TIM JACOBS, Compass Church, Goodyear, Arizona

In addition, please pray for Lisa and the children. Her time alone will truly be missional, as she
seeks to convert the “natives in our homeland,” to be decent human beings with manners and
respect.

Your fellow missionary to Bellevue and beyond,

Pastor David



UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carison

Building Fund
The capital campaign (Building
Fund) launched May 1, 2010.

Estimates of giving received were;
148 estimates of giving for $317,122
over a 2-year period. Actual
Contributions received through
October 2011 were $257,166 or
81.1% of the estimates of giving.

Seven projects are already
complete; we have replaced the
original roof at the South Campus
facility, upgraded our phone system,
repaired the lighted sign at the
South Campus, completed a church
sign on the corner of 36™ St and
Hwy 370, installed media capability
in the Heritage Sanctuary, repaired
our parking lots, and replaced
windows in the Heritage facility. We
are in the process of upgrading the
Heritage Sanctuary lighting and
sound system.

2012 Offering Envelopes

The 2012 offering envelopes were
mailed December 28, 2011 and
should arrive in time for you to begin
using them by Sunday, January 1,

2012. Please contact Harold
Carlson at the church office if you
are in need of offering envelopes.

Annual Meeting

In preparation for the annual
congregation meeting on Sunday,
January 29" there will be copies of
the 2012 budget available after
January 13" at the Welcome
Center.

Special Offerings

All contributions received at the
Christmas Eve worship services
were given to support the Open
Door Mission and the TILC
Emergency Fund to support people
in crisis in our community.

Simply Giving

Did you know that TILC has the
ability to receive electronic funds
transfers (EFT) through a program
called Simply Giving? Simply
Giving is a safe and reliable
electronic funds transfer program
sponsored by Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans. Check out our website
for a link to enroll in Simply Giving.

To enroll go to our website
(www.thanks-giving.org) and click
on Simply Giving under the
member quick links at the top of
the home page. You can also
contact our Simply Giving
Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the
church office at 292-2695 or
harold@thanks-giving.org for
more information about the Simply
Giving program.

Automobile Donation Needed
Do you or someone that you
know, have a reliable automobile
that could be donate to TILC? We
continue to receive requests from
families in need of reliable
transportation.  Please contact
Harold Carlson at the church
office for more information.

If you have any questions,
comments or concerns please feel
free to e-mail me at
harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org,
call me at the church or stop by
my office.
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ENJOY THE MOUNTAINS

We still have a few seats and beds open for Thankski XIX.
Help us fill them!!

The final planning session for our ski trip to Colorado will be at 2:00 PM on
Sunday, January 8" in the Lower Gathering Room at church. At this meeting the
itinerary, transportation, condo assignments, food planning, etc. will be finalized

and handed out. Please attend! Questions?
Call Ron Wink, 292-1012; ronwink50@msn.com.

Y
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T!LC CARE MINISTRIES

Our care ministry teams are your Covenant/Kingdom partners created to care
and serve you with the love of Christ.

The following support groups are scheduled to begin Thursday, January 5,2012;
meeting weekly through March 29, 2012:

DIVORCE@T& Divorce Care: A 13—V\{eek biinpaIIy b_ased Christ cer)tered semingr and support
group for people seeking help in healing from the pain of separation and divorce.

E]Gﬂ Divorce Care 4 Kids (DC4K): A support group with a purpose to help kids
whtx (ages 5-12) heal from the hurts caused by separation and divorce. It will equip kids

DivorceCare for Kids \ith the tools necessary to develop healthier relationships within their own families.

Would you consider serving as a group facilitator for Divorce Care or forDC4K (Divorce care For Kids)?
Please contact the church office at 402-292-2695 for more information.

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 2011

Thanks to all the small groups, huddles, life groups, families,

oS . Stephen Ministry
and individuals that blessed more than thirty God’s Love In Action

/ oy families in our community with gifts. | pray that

aa

through our outreach we revealed the light and
love of our Lord Jesus to those we served. We
are reminded in Hebrews that God blesses us
and equips us to do good and share with others:

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of
praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do
good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant !
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of o

the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may #5% & % &(

he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Hebrews 13: 15-16, 20-21

Vets 4 Vets
CAMARADERIE ® RESPECT ® CONFIDENTIALITY @ WELL-BEING
Vets4Vets is a non-partisan organization dedicated to helping Iraq and Afghanistan-era Veterans heal from
the psychological injuries of war through the use of peer support. Peer support with fellow veterans furthers
the healing process by providing vets a place to express what is “really” going on in their lives.

SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS

Our goal is to have a group for Iraq and Afghanistan-era veterans meeting in every community, so all of us
have a place to turn when we need it. Taking turns listening to each other’s experiences is the largest part of
our support. All veterans are welcome to participate in support groups. Please call the closest At Ease office
for times and dates.

- Trauma treatment and therapeutic support for f Lllf.'l'lEI'ﬂI'l Famlly SETVICES
All: I:ase active military, veterans and their loved ones of Nebraska, Inc.

730 Fort Crook Road North « Bellevue NE 68005 « (402) 292-9105
1811 West 2nd Street, Suite 300 « Grand Island NE 68803 « (308) 382-4255
www.LFSneb.org * www.facebook.com/vets4vetsnebraska



A Weekend to Remember Conference

" Marriage is defined by memories. They can be memories of joy and fulfilment or pain and
W é—\ heartbreak. It all depends on how well you apply the principles that make marriage thrive. For thirty
R) years, the Weekend to Remember getaway has been helping couples create the kind of memories
ve—  that build a healthy marriage. Remember your marriage. Remember this weekend.
Weekend to Remember is a weekend marriage getaway that teaches God's design for marriage and family. The
environment is fun, non-threatening, and sometimes hilarious. And it's a wonderful time for couples to refresh good
marriages or heal troubled ones. There are over 150 conferences in cities all across the U.S. each year. Registration is
open to individuals, couples, or groups. Whether you're engaged, newlywed, or remarried, enrich your marriage and
begin a godly legacy for your family by attending a conference in a city near you. Or plan a memorable getaway to a
destination of your choosing. Designed for you to talk, laugh, learn & reconnect.

If you can’t attend, consider “gifting” another couple!!

Join the TILC group and attend any Weekend to Remember getaway. Group rate is only $159 per couple!! (regular rate
is $159 per person)

In Omaha — March 9 - 11, 2012
In Kansas City, MO — March 16 — 28, 2012
In Lincoln — March 23 — 25, 2012

Group number is 13498, group name is thanksgivinglc.
Contact Al & Jeanne Zamiska, 402-292-5789, for registration details.

Or, visit www.familylife.com/weekend for more info.

Call 1-800-FL-TODAY or go to www.familylife.com/groups/thanksgivinglc to register.

A ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ

Financial Peace University
February 21—May 15 <« Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00pm

Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you how to make

the right decisions with your money. You'll be empowered with the practical skills and

Iiu:“IEt'-I‘:i?l‘IE!E’I;! St confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and experience true financial
“Umiversiry peace! Don’t worry — you don’t have to share any information that you'd rather keep

private. This 13 week DVD based curriculum is presented by Dave Ramsey, a leading

expert on financial matters who counsels thousands each week on his radio program.

You can register for the class and learn more about Financial Peace University at daveramsey.com.

For more information about Financial Peace University, contact Jenni Schliesman at jennilee@cox.net.

50 QUILTERS FOR CHRIST - Christmas Ornament Quilt—Lynn Brekke

Y® CHRISTMAS DRAWING . Cardinal & Red Bird Quilt—Cheryl Dunn

Winners for the Quilters

wilteds For Cheist Christmas Drawing:
a Chest g Thank you to all who participated in this years

- Christmas Fantasy Quilt - Barbara Gray Opportunity Drawing. Your support will make it
possible to continue our mission to provide
warmth and comfort to those in need. We meet
» Jim Shore Nativity—Tyler Henningson on Thursday mornings from 9-11am. We

- Jim Shore “The Real Meaning of Christmas” - welcome anyone interested in this mission. We
Steve & Jill Tyler will help anyone willing to join us!

« Christmas Tree table runner—Lynn Brekke




Children's & Youth Ministry Newsletter
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January Awana Newsletter
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Theme Nights for January:

January 4: NO CLUB
January 11: Blue Night

January 18: Bring a prayer request

January 25: Mr. Ryan says

Clubbers:

It's really important that you are saying at

least 2 verses every week at Awana. Since

it's cold and you don't really want to play

outside for a long time, practice your

verses! Say them to your parents, your

sister or brothers or even your pet! The

more you say them the better you are

going to remember them.

Do you do these things every week?

- Did I study at least one section for
club?

- Did I share about Awana with a friend?

- Did I invite them?

- Did I remember to ask my parents to
take me to Church or Sunday School?

Parents:

We want to help your child learn the Bible
and apply biblical truths to their lives, but
the ultimate spiritual training comes from
you! Please never forget that you have the
most influence on your child's spiritual
development. That's why we want Awana to
be a tool for you fo use as your children
grow and mature from preschool through
their elementary years. Please also
remember fo help your children with their
verses. The more of a priority it is for you,
the more they are going to want to make it
a priority for themselves.
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TILC NOTES Parish EVe nts

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
01/01 Chloe Mohr
01/01 Agoth Riing
01/01 Achol Riing
01/01 Majok Angok
01/01 Simon Awai
01/01 Michael Machar
01/01 Charles Makuei
01/01 Daniel Bior

01/01 Ralph Boyce
01/01 Greg Schneider
01/02 Robert Getty
01/02 Charles Scott
01/02 Lisa Peterson
01/02 Siri Harless
01/02 Elly Dow

01/02 Kevin O'Donnell
01/03 Douglas Roe
01/03 Bill Clausen
01/03 Nicholas Schriever
01/04 Jennifer Ventura
01/04 Kathy Zaloudek
01/04 Carol Coy

01/05 Brett Engelbart
01/05 William Coy
01/05 Marsha Schneider
01/05 Audrey Martin
01/06 Frances Taylor
01/06 Amy Hegarty
01/06 Megan Brannen
01/06 Denny Crain
01/06 Jack Irwin

01/06 Christopher Buck
01/06 Corey Dyrstad
01/06 Janet Fidler
01/06 Michael Jarvis
01/06 Megan Schaaf
01/07 Greg Ryba
01/07 John Taylor
01/07 John Johnson
01/08 Robert Rasmussen
01/08 Rachel Betz
01/09 Charla Rasmussen
01/09 Joyce Kamrath
01/09 Hunter Tonn
01/09 Ron Brockhaus
01/10 Cassie Broniecki

01/10 Tamara Stites
01/10 Tom Schwendtner
01/10 Nancy Pierce
01/10 Tom Culbertson
01/11 Daniel Muckey
01/11 Elijah Cameron
01/11 Sheri Heckens
01/11 Kristine Wiebelhaus
01/11 Lauren Hull
01/11 Emily Rohn
01/12 Logan Jenison
01/12 John Thomas
01/12 Jaden Dramse
01/12 Emily Phillips
01/12 Tate Gauchat
01/12 Angela Bowman
01/12 Nick Greiner
01/13 Jessica Hicks
01/13 Ryan Dick

01/14 Michael Smith
01/14 Josephine Pierce
01/14 Kjersten Schuttler
01/14 Jenna Lempke
01/14 Michael Duros
01/14 Kirsten Schenck
01/15 Andrew Zamiska
01/15 Kelly Lucis

01/15 Taylor Wiitanen
01/16 Deb Dydyk
01/16 Mallory Carnley
01/16 Frank Bruch
01/16 Leslie Mason
01/16 Michael Hoerber
01/17 Rachel Smith
01/17 Kari Balaberda
01/17 Lillian Overby
01/17 Larry Wedel
01/18 Austin Klausen
01/18 Jenny Fundus
01/19 Hannah Velehradsky
01/19 Darrel Jensen
01/19 Judith Basye
01/19 Rachel Sager
01/20 Trinity Thompson
01/20 Kirk Mass

01/21 Matt Neumann
01/21 Teri Barkoukis

WEDDINGS

01/21 Jason Ragone
01/21 Shelby Kauk

01/21 Dennis O'Connell
01/22 Kristen Lee

01/22 Corky Rice

01/22 Tyler Fay

01/22 Gerrit VanSteenbergen
01/22 Aaron Homme
01/22 Ashley Smith
01/23 Connor VanOrman
01/23 Laura Jackson
01/23 Stephen Burkholder
01/23 Rudi Thrasher
01/23 James Ganger
01/24 Joy Lee

01/24 Christy Finley
01/24 Larry Sand

01/24 Karen Harned
01/24 Dawn Dramse
01/24 Eric Carlson

01/24 Matthew Tritsch
01/25 Linda Simodynes
01/25 Carson Ahlers
01/25 Karli Ahlers

01/26 Chris Winter

01/27 Kristopher Covi
01/27 Stephanie Burkholder
01/27 Lori Woodard
01/27 Angela Wolken
01/27 Blake Schaaf
01/28 Macie Nichols
01/28 Robert Jensen
01/29 Wendy Ellis

01/29 Tina Haeder

01/29 Jane Lewis

01/29 Nicole Bain

01/29 Kimberly Ecklund
01/29 Elizabeth Kinzer
01/29 Rilee Albanez
01/29 Kimberly Frederick
01/30 Gisela Lacy

01/30 Lauren Knox
01/30 Michael Hicks
01/30 Michael Hicks
01/31 Melanie Anderson
01/31 Emma Evans

Jennifer Purdham and Andrew Huff e
Jennifer is the
TLC member

on December 3, 2011.
daughter of
Purdham.

Ashley Papas and Joel Basye on
December 10, 2011. Joel is the son of

SYMPATHY

Karol

e Lucy Sedlacek, in the death of her
grandmother, Betty David, on

December 6, 2011.

Mary & Dan Stawniak, in the death
of Mary’s Aunt, Marilyn Rolf.

TILC members John & Judy Basye.

Maureen & Marty Delahanty, in
the death of Maureen’s father on
December 9, 2011

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

01/02 Gerald & Phyllis Leseberg
01/03 Maurice & Patricia Schriever
01/03 Mike & Melanie Anderson
01/03 Trevor & Becky PeacocK
01/04 Keith & Karen Carlson
01/07 Steve & Kathy Broniecki
01/07 Greg & Rose Ryba

01/15 Robert & Louise Ramsey
01/14 Corey & Jennnifer Weitzel
01/16 Joe & June Towne

01/19 Joe & Julie Fullenkamp
01/19 Charles & Deborah Kinzer
01/22 Johann & Kathy Onnen
01/23 Jon & Shelley Iverson
01/26 Kirk & Pam Engelbart
01/30 Tex & Shari Teixeira

Baptism Classes will be
held on

- January 15th, 2012
< March 25th, 2012
- May 6th, 2012

All Class are held at 11am

Be sure to plan ahead!
This class is required before
scheduling a
baptism. Please contact
the church office at
292-2695 or send an email
to
discipleship@thanks-
giving.org
to register for the class.
Questions:
Contact Pastor Bruce Kotila




JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am

Time Reader Worship Asst Communion Assistants Ushers All of Jan. Greeters

December 31 & January 1—Holy Communion

5:30 Carrie Holo Jan Elliot, Sarah Heller
8:15 Roger Christensen Mike Dunn Dick & Karen Moser, Chris Buck, Rich Kral, Dave Larson
Linda Christensen John Taylor, Bob Maxwell
9:30 Lisa Zaloudek Donna Gilbert, Joe Fullenkamp, Sue Tonn Chuck & Maxine Scott
Lisa Zaloudek, Pat Shom, Bev Mussman Dennis Lutterman, Frank Pasteka
11:00 Janiece Huddelson, Lana Fox Phil Davidson, Scott Pfender
Bill Richards, Dirk Frey
January 7 & 8
5:30 CJ Walter
8:15 Vickey Anderson Karen Rowell Gary & Molly Baumert
9:30 Stacy Thorne
11:00

January 14 & 15—Holy Communion

5:30 Arlis Scanlon Johann Onnen, Ramona Lucas
8:15 Diane Wink Carol Umberger Mary Lou Hegarty, Ron & Grace Overby Karin Ingram family
9:30 Lisa Peterson Katie & Nate Wallman, Lisa Peterson

Barry & Pat Branson
11:00

January 21 & 22

5:30 Joe Long

8:15 Steve Albracht Mike Koval Marlene Church &
Mike Kaufman

9:30 Pat Branson

11:00

January 28 & 29
5:30 Keela Burkholder

8:15 Sarah Bierman Liane Kirmis Ron & Diane Wink
9:30
11:00
8:15 9:30 & 11:00
January 1 Laurie Hanna Sue Tonn
January 8 Denise Herbert
January 15 Grace Overby Rhonda Wiebers
January 22 Linda Christensen Pat Sohm

January 29 Linda Christensen

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT? PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
Readers/Communion Assistants: (Sat 5:30/Sun 8:15) Venus Buck 402-291-0594; (9:30/11:00) Donna Gilbert 402-293-1656

Alter Guild: Michael Treachler 402-292-2695

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (8:15) (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135
(11:00) Craig Christians 402-502-9168

Greeters: Karen Giriffith 402-331-1935

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS



The Life of Discipleship: Walking in the Covenant, building the Kingdom

Cleansing Stream Seminar and Retreat
January 24 — April 3 « Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00pm < Retreat: March 30 & 31
y I The Cleansing Stream Seminar is designed to introduce believers in Jesus
Mi AR /STHEAM Christ to the basic tenets of discipleship that lay a foundation for a life of
Partnering With Local Pastors Around The world  VICtOry over sin, the temptations of the world, and the devil’s schemes.

The foundational truths and habits for daily living through session teachings and homework are:

‘Walk in the Spirit—learn how to walk following the leading of the Holy Spirit

‘Commit Everything to God—Ilearn how to trust the Lord and follow His direction

‘Speak Words of Life—discover how words can be received, retained, and reproduced

-‘Enter the Cleansing Stream—see God’s plan for restoration of relationship and rulership

‘At the Retreat (Mar 30 & 31) - experience God’s miraculous love and power

‘Press Toward the Goal—learn how to continue the journey you’ve begun!

Author John Bevere states, “The Body of Christ needs believers who can walk free from past hurts and
pursue the calling that God has placed in their lives. This ministry is helping so many people trade bondage,
regret and hopelessness for power, love and freedom.”

Cost: Seminar Workbook $45 e Retreat: Individual—$60, Couple—$90
Some partial scholarships are available.

For more information, contact Pastor Bruce Kotila at 292-2695 ext 308 or send an email to
discipleship@thanks-giving.org.

The Good and Beautiful God—January 8th to March 4th, 2011
9:45am - Heritage Sanctuary
The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith is the first book in a three part
"--;\ series designed to guide us in an apprenticeship with Jesus - recognizing that we
. follow Jesus to become like Jesus.

For most of us, becoming like Jesus means life change—dramatic life change. The
Apprentice Series is based on a simple structure for producing change that has four
components. The first “element” is actually the Holy Spirit. 1t is the Spirit that enlivens
all our efforts to follow Christ.

= The second area where change happens is in transforming our narratives. Narratives
are the stories we live by that give our life purpose and explanation. Often false or
misleading narratives are at work in our lives without our knowing it. We have
T lewlTT narratives about God, our self, others, and so forth. Many of us have narratives about
God that do not match the narratives that Jesus revealed. We cannot change our
behavior until we change the narratives that guide us.

One way to change our narratives is to engage in soul-training exercises, which make up the third component
of transformation. Each chapter includes a practice that helps you become open to the Holy Spirit and begin
replacing false narratives with the true narratives of Jesus. The exercises are often simple; for example, the
first exercise of The Good and Beautiful God is sleep, because when we sleep we are relinquishing our
perceived control of life and inviting God to be God.

The fourth and final component of transformation is community. We cannot change on our own; we need
other people on the journey with us to encourage and challenge us. God purposely designed community as
part of the growth and change process.

A four part audio podcast by author James Bryan Smith, Becoming an Apprentice to Jesus, is available
www.aprentis.org/blog. Additional information and video testimonials about The Apprentice Series is available
on www.apprenticeofjesus.org.

Do you know the God that Jesus knows?
) * 666 )" ¢ *



T!LC HEALTH MINISTRIES

TILC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics. If you have any questions or would like
to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 402-292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org.

Vitamin D: What you need to know

What does vitamin D do?

Vitamin D helps your body absorb calcium. Your body needs calcium to build strong bones and teeth in childhood and
adolescence. As an adult, you need vitamin D and calcium to maintain bone mass. This helps prevent ‘thin bones’, or
osteoporosis. Vitamin D also helps your body keep the right amount of calcium and phosphorus in your blood.

Scientists continue to study vitamin D. Recent medical studies have shown that vitamin D may also help protect your body
against other conditions, such as cancer, muscle weakness, mood disorders, type | and type 2 diabetes, kidney disease,
heart disease and high blood pressure.

Does my body create vitamin D?

Vitamin D as sometimes called the ‘sunshine vitamin’ because your body creates vitamin D after you are exposed to
sunlight. Depending upon where you live, 10 minutes of summer sunshine 3 to 4 times a week maybe enough to help your
body create all the vitamin D it needs. Obviously, in winter months, many individuals may be at risk for vitamin D
deficiency because of inadequate sunlight exposure.

How much vitamin D do | need?

The amount of vitamin D your body needs can vary depending upon your weight, your genetic makeup, your skin color,
whether you have any chronic conditions, and even where you live and how much sun exposure you get. Talk to your
doctor about how much vitamin D you should be getting in your diet.

Adults need at least the following amounts of vitamin D:
e 70 years of age and under: 600 international units (IU) daily
e over 70 years of age: 800 IU daily

e For children from birth to 12 months of age, the recommended daily dose is 400 IU. For children from one year of age
to 18 years, the recommended daily dose is 600 IU. If you breast-feed your baby, your doctor will prescribe a vitamin
supplement that has vitamin D (because human milk only has a small amount of vitamin D).

Therefore, most people can get sufficient Vitamin D through good dietary habits and sun exposure for 10 minutes a day.
Over-the-counter vitamins commonly contain at least 400 IU units of Vitamin D as well.

What happens if | do not get enough vitamin D?

Many people do not get enough vitamin D. If you do not get enough, your body will not be able to absorb calcium well, and
muscles may feel weak.

Children who do not get enough vitamin D are at risk for rickets. Rickets is a disorder that affects the bones, causing them
to soften and break easily. Rickets can also cause delayed growth, pain in the bones of the spine, pelvis and legs, and
cause muscle weakness.

Adults who do not get enough vitamin D are at risk for osteomalacia (weak bones) and osteoporosis (thin bones). New
medical studies show that not getting enough vitamin D over a long period of time may also raise a person’s risk for other
chronic diseases such as certain types of cancer, heart disease and diabetes. Individuals may be at risk for more upper
respiratory infections during winter months.

How can | get more vitamin D?

Foods that naturally contain vitamin D include fish, fish oil, eggs, cheese and butter. There are also vitamin D fortified foods
such as milk and milk alternatives, orange juice and breakfast cereals.

Vitamin D supplements are available over-the-counter and by prescription. Talk to your health provider if you think you may
not be getting enough vitamin D. This may depend upon dietary intake, sunlight exposure and activity. Vitamin D blood
levels can be obtained to help you decide if a supplement is needed.

The Lord gave you an amazing body! Be smart, and take care of it!

If you have any questions, please contact the T!LC Care Ministries Team!




Women’s Book Study will be held
at 7:00 PM on Monday, January 9™
at the Leawood Ill home of Karen
Rowell. To reach the Rowell home
at 13406 S. 27" Circle from
Highway 370, turn South on 25"
Street, passing Capehart Road.
Turn right onto Nottingham Road, immediately left on
Sheridan Road and right on to S. 27" Circle. Karen’s
home is the first house on the left. We challenge each
of you to count the penguins in Karen’s collection!

We will view the DVD, Anointed, Transformed,
Redeemed — a Study of David as speaker Beth
Moore leads us through it. Study Leader Karen
asks that you prepare for the meeting by
completing “Week Three” in the study guide
(pages 58-77).

Call or email Karen (402-291-2401,
(kpenguin@cox.net) or
co-hostess Vicki Meisinger (402-298-8142;
VickiMeisinger@physiciansmutual.com) if you
have any questions or are UNABLE to attend.
Remember this is a scent free evening. Hope to
see you there!

1 o Thank you every one who prayed

$ A}% for me in my recovery from back

e 3la° surgery and for all the cards, phone

i 1.9 calls, and visit | received. They
T y & lifted my spirit and brought me out
@Yﬂ%ﬁé of a dark place. You are my saving
- grace. | am in physical therapy now.

It's going slowly but good. God bless each and
every one of you.

Thanks again, Alberta Fleming.

e Adam Bateman, son of
S - ,Beth & Stephen Bateman,
CO”GWTUL’_‘tinnS! members gf TILC, has
' completed his Boy Scout
Eagle Project at the Eastern Nebraska Veteran’s
Home in Bellevue. The project was to build an
“Avenue of Flags,” consisting of 10 American flags
on 20 foot poles along the entry drive of the
Veteran’s Home. Completion of this project was
made possible with the help of family, friends,
teachers, fellow scouts and donations of time and
money. Adam has been a volunteer bingo caller at
the Veterans Home for both his junior and senior
years of high school. The “Avenue of Flags” has
been seen on numerous holidays—such as
Veteran’s Day, President’s Day and Independence
Day.

The month of December we:

- Read about the First Christmas
and acted out the story in our
dramatic play center.

- Made gifts for our families.

« Learned to sit still and listen to
God.

- Learned how to add groups of items.
- Learned and sang Christmas songs of praise.

Special Activities in December

- Hibernation Day (pajama day) at the end of our unit on
forest animals.

« Children’s Chapel with Pastor David
« Christmas Party with our families

We are looking forward to January:
« Healthy Habits unit

- Five Senses unit

« Pre-Kfield trip to Kids Body Shop




The TILC Library Corner
It's Your Library!

WHATS NEW
January 2012

Here we are with another new year ahead of us, 2012, and starting out with a
clean slate. More importantly, God’s promise to his people has been fulfilled,
and by the grace of that baby born in Bethlehem, our slate is cleaned everyday.

7ie LIBRARY?

So, have you made your New Year’s resolutions? Will it be about that new diet or making the
“should have, would have, and could have” scenario disappear? Think of all those earthly pledges
we make expecting to meet and exceed those lofty goals that were set while the clock struck
midnight. Does it seem overwhelming as we progress into the New Year? Thinking back on 2011,
and the “I'm going to” issues that were not met, you pledge to yourself that this year will be different.
And it can be! Why don’t you try this for a change?

Our huge selection of daily devotionals can be found on the shelves labeled “spiritual devotions” in
the library and on the library cart. Kick off the day with a daily devotion, and put yourself in tune with
God instead of the material world. When you think about doing this, does it put a smile on your
face? Does it give you a feeling that this is a goal that can be accomplished? In the evening, do you
feel a sense of fulfillment from having started your day with God while you end the day with God in
your thoughts? Take home one of these and put yourself on the road to drawing closer to God and
the feeling of peace. At the end of the year, when you return your book, you will have a joyful heart
in coming closer to God’s will for your life. A desire to carry on these morning and evening
conversations with the most important person in your life will have turned into a “want to” not a
“need to!” Remember to fill out the check out card with your name, the date, and phone number, but
know this book is yours for the year until you swap it out with one for 2013!!!

We have many new books in the library for all ages and topics. The Book Nook for younger children
is in the main library, and we are working to make sure these books are at a shelf level for the
younger children to reach. If you are starting a new bible study in January, take advantage of the
reference books. This section continues to grow, and they enhance the Bible Study message when
you know what was going on in the world during Jesus’ time on earth.

The number of devotions available in the library and on the library cart are too numerous to feature,
each one could fulfill a special direction that would help you in your daily devotions. Make sure you
check out the library as well as the cart.

| would like to thank everyone who has donated books, CDs, DVDs and VHS tapes throughout the
year. Please know that all your wonderful donations have found a happy home in the library or with
other TILC families from the book sale.

A Happy New Year to everyone! | look forward in 2012 to hearing from you with any thoughts you
may have on how “The Library Corner” can continue to meet your needs.

God’s peace to you!
Vicki DeRoo



ARE YOU IN NEED OF PRAYER?
VisIT ourR NEW! PRAYER
REQUESTS LINK ON TILC

WEBSITE

—— \\

e-wal| ___;;
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You can now submit prayer requests
to the TILC Prayer Team through the
website at: www. thanks-giving.org,
on the homepage under Daily Links/
Prayer Requests.

Life Group: A Place for
Discipleship

If you are interested in discovering a new type
of Christian community that is centered
around the Biblical principles of discipleship
please go to http://ticmidsize.blogspot.com
This is a site that we have set up specifically for the
missional community. Or feel free to call hosts Rob and
Janine Wegner at 293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net

/e O]

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob
and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and
teaching.

Dates to Remember:

Jan 2—TILC Offices Closed
Happy New Year!

Jan 5—Divorce Care and DC4K begins

Jan 7 & 8—Children’s Sunday School
begins

Jan 8—Youth Sunday School begins

Jan 8—Good and Beautiful God begins

Jan 8—Thankski meeting

Jan 11—Awana & Jr High Live begins

Jan 17—Mediterranean Cruise informational meeting
Jan 20—February Newsletter Deadline

Jan 29—TLC Annual Meeting

Jan 31—Cleansing Stream begins

Weekly updates on events and church happenings
are located on our website!
Registration for several events are
available! Check it out at:
www.thanks-giving.org

GHECK our our
e 3
]
\NEB SITE!  You can receive this newsletter
publication via email?? If you would
like to begin to receive the Newsletter via email in
place of your mailed copy send your name and email
address to

Did you know.....

sara@thanks-giving.org.
You can also read it on our website at:
www.thanks-giving.org/newsletters

Adult Discipleship—a new class beginning
January 8 at 9:45
The Good & Beautiful God
Jan. 8th to Mar 4th in the Heritage Sanctuary

Knowing God, and loving Him with your entire being,
is the foundation of the Christian life. For most of us,
our vision of God is too small or just plain wrong.
Discover the God Jesus knows, the God revealed in
the Bible, and learn how to become an apprentice of
Jesus in our everyday lives. We will study The Good
and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith.

The February
Newsletter
Deadline is:

January 20, 2012

wiletter
D%Tﬁﬁe




THANKSGIVING! LUTHERAN CHURCH Nonprofit Organization
3702 S 370 PLAZA U.S. Postage

BELLEVUE NE 68123-1206 Be||ev5eA|\ljlé 68005

Permit No. 64

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

January

2012

OUR VISION STATEMENT
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,
Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ!

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world.

CHURCH OFFICE TILC STAFF
Hours: Monday-Friday - 2:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Pastors:
Phone: 402.292.2695 Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor
Fax: 402.292.0248 Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor
E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training
Website: www.thanks-giving.org Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert
Parish Care/Stephen Ministry: 402.292.7633 Worship & Music Coordinator ~ Michael Treachler
TILC Preschool: 402.292.0315 Worship & Music Admin Julie Taylor-Costello
WORSHIP SCHEDULE Operations Manager Harold Carlson
5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service Office Manager Sara Zivny
Sunday:8:15 a.m. Heritage Services Pre'school Dlre'cfor ' Dono'Crosgrove
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services Children’s Ministry Director Connie Barnhart
Nursery Available for All Services Kidz Churf:h Director Richord Zolnowski '
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends Awana Director Lisa Sager, Meagan & Ryan Cinfel
Youth Director Andrew Mather
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Worship & Music Director Carol Umberger
September through May , , , Nursery Director Regina Neemann
[1 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) Kids of the King Director Ryan Cinfel
[1 Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00 Handbell Choir Director Liane Kirmis
[1 Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge

[1 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) CA
1 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small ’ :a‘ ange

throngh

Group Bible Studies
Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the

summer months. ll/e n Christ!




