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Dear Friends In Christ, 

Mike Treachler has begun his ministry with us as our new Worship and Music Coordinator. Mike comes to us from the Twin  

Cities, and was a 2009 graduate of Northwestern College in St. Paul. He majored in Music and minored in  

Christian Ministries, and Biblical/Theological Studies. Besides music and leading worship, Mike enjoys sports, games, and hanging 

out with friends. We are very excited to have Mike join our TLC family and staff! 
 

Kids Against Hunger (KAH) is a new mission partner with TLC, which packages meals for starving people around the world. 

Last year TLC raised $25,000 to package 100,000 meals through KAH. Over 400 people from TLC ranging in age from four-year 

olds to senior citizens gathered over a Saturday and Sunday to package the meals. It was so much fun, and for such a great minis-

try! The bulk of the meals went to an orphanage in Sierra Leone, Africa; which is the  

poorest nation in the world. This year our goal is 150,000 meals. We will be taking a special offering for KAH at worship services the 

weekend of March 6. In addition we encourage to you to continue to find creative ways to financially support this project between 

now and our packing day—Saturday, July 9. 

 

The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 9, and lasts for forty days excluding Sundays. This is a  

wonderful season for spiritual renewal, and is often marked by spiritual reflection, repentance, fasting, and prayer. It is season in 

which we intentionally consider all that Jesus has accomplished for us through his life and death on our  

behalf. 

 

Mid-Week Lenten Services are part of our congregation‘s Lenten rhythm.  Our theme this year will be Our Journey to the 

Cross with Christ.  Beginning March 16, we will gather to hear contemporary dramatic monologues based on biblical characters 

that knew or had encounters with Jesus.  This year we have tweaked our mid-week schedule, in  

order to allow us to continue our Wednesday evening programming. Please note that there will be no Wednesday night program-

ming on Ash Wednesday. In addition, please note that we will continue the 6:30 – 7:00 am Lenten  

Devotional Service for those who are unable to attend the evening services.  The Mid-Week Lenten and Holy Week schedule is listed 

for you below. 

 

03/09 – Ash Wednesday – Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 6:00pm and 7:30pm in the 

FLC 

        No Children or Youth Activities this evening—Nursery is available for child care (birth to age 

3yrs) 

 

03/16 – A Paralytic Healed—6:30pm and 7:20pm in the Heritage Sanctuary. 

03/23 – An Adulteress Delivered—6:30pm and 7:20pm in the Heritage Sanctuary 

03/30 – A Centurion’s Daughter Healed—6:30pm and 7:20pm in the Heritage Sanctuary 

04/06 – Lazarus, Back from the Dead—6:30pm and 7:20pm in the Heritage Sanctuary 

04/13 – Mary, Mother of Jesus—6:30pm and 7:20pm in the Heritage Sanctuary 
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Reading Really is Fun-damental! 
The dinner guests were sitting around the table discussing life. One man, a CEO, decided 
to explain the problem with education. He argued: "What's a kid going to learn from  
someone who decided his best option in life was to become a teacher?"…He said to  
another guest: "You're a teacher, Susan," he said. "Be honest. What do you make?" 

 

Susan, who had a reputation of honesty and frankness, replied, "You want to know what I make?" 
"I make kids work harder than they ever thought they could. I can make a C+ feel like the Congressional Medal 
of Honor and an A- feel like a slap in the face if the student did not do his or her very best." 
 

"You want to know what I make?" 
"I make kids wonder." 
"I make them question." 
"I make them criticize." 
"I make them apologize and mean it." 
"I make them write." 
"I make them read, read, read." 
 

Our teachers‘ daily interaction with our children plays a huge role in molding their lives.  And they spend lots of 
time teaching them to read.  Why is reading important?  No one can argue that reading helps children do better 
in school, score higher on SATs, and opens doors for greater opportunities.  But we parents often miss the  
wonderful opportunity reading gives us to interact with our kids.  Tess Sykes poignantly captures what she can 
look forward to after receiving a book for her seven-month old daughter. ―I could see us in my mind‘s eye,  
snuggled under a warm blanket reading the simple lines together with her two-year old brother and seven-year 
old sister…Perhaps we will see a red bird and talk about animals in winter, discuss the likelihood of coming 
across a purple cat.‖  You see, so much more than reading happens when you read with your children – it  
provides you a great opportunity to spend time with them!  Dr. Beverly Todd, Director of Midlands Literacy  
Center in Omaha, says reading ―is one-on-one time when a child is up close to a person they want to learn from 
the most.‖  Reading really is fundamental – not only for providing wonderful opportunities, but also for building a 
relationship and life experiences with your children.   
 

So throughout March I‘d like each of you to say this prayer for our teachers: Dear God, thank you so much for 
our teachers. Please give them wisdom to teach our children how to read and to see the opportunities 
reading offers. Amen.  
 

Make it a priority to read with your children – you will never regret taking time to snuggle under a blanket with 
your son or daughter and explore the adventure of good book!    

Prayer for 

Schools 

The season of Lent is upon us and many of us have possibly chosen to give something up  

during the 40 days.  Most often our choices center on giving up certain foods or activities. The 

food or activity choice is meant to be something that we really like.  We take this time and our 

simple sacrifice to reflect on our lives. My suggestion for all of us, whether you follow this   

practice or not, is to give your time, skills or money to further the Kingdom.  For example, I 

spend way too much time watching television.  Instead of television I could use that time to  

volunteer at Church or with one of our mission partners. If I decide to give up a particular food, 

then I could donate the money I would have normally spent for this item.  The act of giving up 

and turning the sacrifice into an act or donation makes this practice more meaningful. This can 

easily be translated into a family activity. As I have said many times, the possibilities are     

endless when selecting what you will do.  After all, isn‘t that what we do in this ―peculiar      

community‖? We choose to unselfishly give to others. 
 

Creating Connections with you, 

Pastor David 



 

 

Vacation Bible School – Your Opportunity to bring Jesus to Kids! 
 

Vacation Bible School is a great opportunity for each of us to experience the 
wonders of leading children to Christ.  I don‘t know about you, but just knowing 
that I had the chance to show a child how much Jesus loves them is very  
rewarding.  I recall the time I was teaching four-year olds about how we are 
God‘s hands and feet.  The room was packed with more than 25 kids; to me it 
was mass chaos.  I did my best to teach the lesson, but it didn‘t seem like I got 
through to any of the kids.  But the next day one of the parents told me how her 
son couldn‘t stop exclaiming ―Mom!  Did you know that my hands are God‘s 
hands?  And my feet are God‘s feet!!!‖  Yes!!! What a thrill to know that at least one child received the  
message!  
 

T!LC‘s Vacation Bible School, from June 27th to July 1st, will once again be offered free of charge and is 
truly a church-wide missional event to our community‘s children. The goals below will help unite our efforts to 
make VBS a Christ-centered experience:  
 

Outreach. Reach out to the children and families in our community in Christian love, and teach our       
children how to share Jesus with others around the world. 

Connect with Jesus. The children will meet Jesus, look up to Jesus, join up with Jesus, open up to Jesus, 
and get fired up for Jesus!! 

Community: Provide a passport to our T!LC neighborhood and friends. 

Extraordinary Adventure. Relax, have fun, laugh, and enjoy the community of others while learning about 
two of God's wonderful creations - the beach and Jesus! 

 

The only way we can meet these goals and serve over 300 children is with everyone‘s participation.  So make 
a list of your talents and see how you can help – it might be with decorating, making crafts, drama, general 
assistance with the kids, or donating materials or snacks.  Information on volunteer opportunities will be  
available in the coming weeks, so be ready to sign up and experience Sonsurf Beach Bash VBS! 
 

Blessings, 
Karen Harned 

THE HUNT IS ON! 

 Even if we have had only a brief glimpse of spring, it was enough to let us know that 
it‘s time…Yes, it is time to get ready for THE HUNT!  That‘s right, the T!LC Easter Egg 
Hunt is scheduled for 2pm on Saturday, April 16th at Lakewood Villages Park, located 
just south of 370 and 48th Street, right beside Bellevue Elementary School.  The entire 
community looks forward to this grand event – in spite of the blustery weather, last 
year hundreds of people turned out with their kids to hunt for over 20,000 (that‘s right, 

thousands) of candy-filled eggs.  You make this outreach event a tremendous success through your gener-
ous donations and participation.  What do we need?  First, we need LOTS of individually wrapped pieces of 
candy to fill the plastic eggs.  And we can always use more plastic eggs.  The Easter basket in the T!LC 
lobby is the drop off point for your donations.  Next, we need your help to fill those thousands of eggs with 
candy.  So come to our egg stuffing parties on March 26th and April 9th (Saturdays) from 9am-noon in the 
Chain Reaction room.  Also, encourage your small groups and Sunday school classes to have an egg stuff-
ing party, and have your family stuff eggs at home.  Put the filled eggs in plastic bags and place them beside 
the dropoff basket.  And mark your calendars to come out to the hunt – it is a great way to connect with our 
T!LC neighborhood.  Questions?  Contact Karen Harned at 402-301-8016 or harnedco@hotmail.com.  

 Creating Connections Continued...  
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MISSION MOMENTS from Pastor David 

Mission.  What is our mission statement by the way?  Our mission is to reach out 
and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

T ! L C  N O T E S  

KAH Quilt Raffle 

We are kicking-off our 2011 KAH church-wide support with a quilt raffle.  We are offering a beautiful, 

handmade picnic quilt made by T!LC member, Tami Stites.  Tami‘s use of different food squares 

(and even ants!) reminds us how blessed we are with an abundance of food.  We want to share our 

blessings with those who don‘t have enough to eat through KAH.  Look for the quilt to be on display 

in the narthex and raffle tickets for sale Mar 5/6 at a bargain price of $1 each or 6 for $5.   

The drawing will be on Mar 6
th

. 

Thank You for Your Support! 

Light the Way Mission Church—LCMC  

At Light the Way Church we have begun a building 
fund—it is entitled ―Together We Will!‖  The fund is 
set-up so that we may ‗tackle‘ the future considera-
tions of moving into a building so as to use this 
space for our weekly ministries.  

This past Sunday (Jan. 30th) we had 104 in worship 
and the Sunday prior (Jan. 23rd) we had 115 at our 
church worship. 

We are rounding up names of our Light the Way 
third graders so as to hand-out bibles to them (our 
3rd graders)—as this is one of our yearly traditions 
which we plan to carry out over the years.  This will 
be year 2 in doing this.  

An adult study of the book or Romans begins this 
week and the group will meet on Tuesday nights at 
6:30p.m.  All are welcome!  

Bongolo Hospital in Gabon, Africa 

Eric and Mary have a two fold mission in Gabon, 

Africa.  Mary helps those with a need for cataract 

surgery.  She performs 40 surgeries each month.  

Eric helps with the financial reporting and book-

keeping for the mission as well as helping those 

who are self-employed to manage their finances.  

Along with these services their mission enables 

many other patients to be seen in the clinic, an Afri-

can eye doctor to be trained, many other financial 

questions to be answered, but most importantly, it  

allows the love of Christ to be shared with hurting 

people.  Over 1,700 of which accepted Christ at the 

hospital just this past year! 

 

Thank you for your support in Africa! 

Habitat for Humanity 

The goal for Habitat for Humanity is to make home 

ownership possible for people who could not  

otherwise afford an adequate home.  With your  

donation of $18,456.88 in 2010 your are helping to 

make this goal a reality for many Habitat families. 

 

Thank you for your partnership! 

Kids Against Hunger 

Kids Against Hunger is a non-profit humanitarian 

food aid organization.   
 

Our mission is to significantly reduce the number of 

undernourished children around the world. 
 

Your donations will ensure the food we are cur-

rently packing will be going to three different 

places: 

Sierra Leone, Africa 

Haiti—US Navy‘s Project Hand Clasp program 

The Food Bank for the Heartland—Omaha 
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The Life of Discipleship:   Walking in the Covenant, building the Kingdom 

The Beginning of a Walk with God 
Testimony from Bob Getty, Written by Pat Meyer 

An Exciting Prayer Ministry Is Born 
 

One Sunday in November 2009, I attended an Adult Sunday class at TLC.  As I was leaving church, for some unknown 
reason, I turned around and went back in.  I found myself in the prayer chapel.  As I sat down, I noticed how quiet it was, 
and that the chairs were perfectly straight.  I heard the faint sound of worship music coming from the Family Life Center.  
A kid poked his head in the door on his journey down the hallway.  It seemed for all our activity in the church, the prayer 
chapel was alone.  After each weekend service, the prayer chapel was hosted by Stephen ministers to pray with those 
coming in with personal prayer requests.  But during the services, I noticed it sat empty as if it were crying out, ―Pray 
with me!‖  My observations in the prayer room that day led me to write a riddle titled ―What Place Am I.‖  I sent it to one 
of the Pastors, and not long thereafter, an exciting prayer ministry was born.  If the prayer chapel had been a person, I 
am certain it would have been hopeful. 
 

Cleansing Stream Discipleship class members now pray in the chapel during services.  They lift prayers of protection, 
blessing, discernment, and the Lord‘s direction over the Pastors, Sunday school teachers, group leaders, congregation, 
and children.  They pray for the services to be pleasing to God and a blessing to the congregation, for pastors to be 
open vessels for God to use to speak to people, and for people to open their hearts to receive the Word.  With this and 
other TLC prayer ministries, the prayer chapel is becoming an abiding place for prayer up, in and out from the church on 
the hill.  Any believer can join this ministry; they only need a heartfelt desire to intercede on others‘ behalf and a belief 
the Lord will hear their prayers and is more than capable of answering with His mighty right arm. 
 

I Realized God Can Use Me 
 

A couple of years ago, I attended Cleansing Stream Discipleship.  It reminded me of my mid-twenties; a time when God 
became a warm presence to me, and scriptures came alive.  In the Discipleship class, we focused on the teachings 
about spiritual warfare and how the Holy Spirit ministered to others.  During this class, something just clicked.  It just 
came to me.  I recalled teachings from many years before when I was younger. 
 

Before Cleansing Stream, I attended a retreat weekend called Together Encountering Christ (TEC).  Because of this 
experience, I offered to help with the next TEC retreat.  The other helpers and I prepared meals, acted as custodians, 
and did whatever needed to be done.  Out of the limelight, we prayed in one accord for the retreat, leaders, and partici-
pants.  It was so awesome to see God answer the prayers we were praying- often within a short period afterward.  Out 
of this experience I came away with an overwhelming satisfaction God had been able to use me and the rest of the 
team, to accomplish His purpose.  It was so exciting to be part of something bigger than myself, something significant for 
His Kingdom. 
 

God Entered My Heart 
 

While I was in my twenties, people would often invite me to church services.  It was the food, from a potluck, which fi-
nally coaxed me to a service; however, I found the messages from the Word which spoke directly to my present life was 
inspiring and really got my attention.  They were steeped in the Bible and God started to become real to me.  It was like 
He was in the here and now, not someone who only existed in ancient biblical times.  I began to hunger for something 
besides food; I hungered for more from this living and active Word and could not get enough. 
 

One night, God did something great in a friend‘s life and we praised God together.  I was not thinking about anything 
else but praise.  Then, all of the sudden, I felt God enter my heart.  My spirit cried out ―Abba Father,‖ and I found a Dad I 
never knew I had. 
 

Continued on page 6……... 

“What Place Am I?‖ 
 

On Saturday night and Sunday morning as a thousand worshipers throng in and around the church building, I remain 
the loneliest place in the church.  Every weekend I remain in pristine order (Prov. 14:4), but I desire traffic which would 
mess me up.  On weekends it is peaceful where I am, but I long for action (Matt 11:12) and adventure.  I wait in the 
church (Is. 56:7) for the Church.  Words and counsel can be spoken to your soul and the Spirit can be poured out during 
times with me.  I have stretched out my hand (Prov. 1:24), but who has regarded?  What place am I… 

The Prayer Chapel! 
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Baptism Class will be held on  

March 20,  2011.   
This class is required before scheduling a    

baptism.  Please contact the church office at 

292-2695 or send an email to  

discipleship@thanks-giving.org to register 

for the class. 

Questions: Contact Pastor Bruce Kotila 

The Beginning of a Walk with God continued………. 
 
Seeking God’s Face 
 

I now know God has so much more for me than just going to church for a once a week Sunday sermon.  While I know I 
am in need of much further transformation to become a vessel unto honor in His Kingdom, I know part of my transforma-
tion will be activated by my being connected with others, living in a biblical community who can continue to encourage, 
mentor and instruct me.  I need to be persistent in prayer and not let up.  I must be diligent to study and meditate on the 
scriptures as they have the Words of Life and they will help me to be a worker in His Kingdom who does not need to be 
ashamed.  God wants me to choose Him and His Righteousness over anyone or anything else.  He desires an intimate 
relationship with me.  All I have to do is seek His face and I will be able to find Him.  This does not mean I will never face 
adversity, go through dry places, that I will never disappoint and fail Him and others around me or that I will always walk 
obediently.  But it does mean I need to recognize my beggarly dependence upon Him and He will always meet my humil-
ity with His grace and be my ―Abba Father.‖ 

RETREAT INFORMATION 
 

DOORWAY TO DISCOVERY RETREAT  
MARCH 24-27—ST. BENEDICT CENTER 

 

Doorway to Discovery retreats create an  
environment where participants can give  

undivided attention to growing their relationship 
with God. It is a time to discover more about 

God, what it means to believe in Jesus Christ, 
and how to live the fullness of life God desired 

for each of us. This retreat will explore personal 
renewal based on the spiritual exercises of St. 
Ignatius. The cost is $210 per person, which 

includes meals and lodging. For more  
information, contact Pastor Bruce at  
discipleship@thanks-giving.org or  

call the church office.  
 

MEN’S RETREAT 
CAMP CAROL JOY HOLLING RETREAT CENTER 

SATURDAY MAY 21—SUNDAY MAY 22 
 

Contact Kevin McArthur for more  
information:  kevin_mcarthur@cox.net  

 
CLEANSING STREAM RETREAT 

MARCH 18—19 AT T!LC 
 

Don‘t miss this important part your Cleansing 

Stream experience, even if you have attended 

this retreat before. It is a time to enter into 

greater levels of freedom in your walk with  

Jesus Christ and experience healing through 

extended periods of worship, teaching from 

God‘s Word and personal prayer from a trained 

ministry team. The retreat is open to all current 

and past participants of the Cleansing Stream 

Seminar. Registration Deadline: Friday, March 

11, 2011. Cost: $60/person, $90/married  

couple, $30 student 

NEW CLASS!  

 

INTO THE WILDERNESS:  

JOURNEY INTO GOD’S PRESENCE 

MARCH 6 

For 3 weeks, beginning Sunday, March 6, venture 

into the Wilderness to discover God‘s way of coming 

into His presence. This class is designed to equip be-

lievers to enter into an intentional period of seeking 

God‘s heart and His ways for each individual—a 

great way to be equipped and encouraged during the 

40-day Lenten journey. The class begins at 9:45am 

in the Heritage Sanctuary and is taught by Janine 

Wegner.  

 

 

mailto:discipleship@thanks-giving.org
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UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 

Monthly Stewardship 
Through the month of January our 
expenses were 10.71% under plan, 
weekly contributions were 3.20% 
under plan and other revenue was 
1.77% above plan which resulted in 
a positive cash flow of $5,505.08 
with a plan of a positive $10,295.  
Thank you for your faithful financial 
stewardship. 
 
Building Fund 
The capital campaign (Building 
Fund) launched May 1, 2010.   
Estimates of giving received were; 
148 estimates of giving for $317,122 
over a 2-year period.  Our goal was 
$500,000.  Actual Contributions  
received through January 2011 were 
$143,270 or 45.2% of the estimates 
of giving. 
 
 

Four projects are already complete; 
we have replaced the original roof 
at the South Campus facility,  
upgraded our phone system,  
repaired the lighted sign at the 
South Campus, and completed a 
church sign on the corner of 36th St 
and Hwy 370. 
 
Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the 
ability to receive electronic funds 
transfers (EFT) through a program 
called Simply Giving?  Simply  
Giving is a safe and reliable  
electronic funds transfer program 
sponsored by Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans.  Check out our website 
for a link to enroll in Simply Giving. 
To enroll go to our website 
(www.thanks-giving.org) and click 
on Simply Giving under the  
member quick links at the top of the 

home page. You can also  
contact our Simply Giving  
Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the 
church office at 292-2695 or  
harold@thanks-giving.org for 
more information about the Simply 
Giving program. 
 
Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you 
know, have a reliable automobile 
that could be donate to T!LC?  We 
continue to receive requests from 
families in need of reliable trans-
portation.  Please contact Harold 
Carlson at the church office for 
more information. 
 
If you have any questions, com-
ments or concerns please feel free 
to e-mail me at harold@thanks-
giving.org, call me at the church or 
stop by my office. 

Love Like You Mean It! 
Marriage is defined by memories. They can be memories of joy and fulfillment or pain and heartbreak. It all depends 
on how well you apply the principles that make marriage thrive. For thirty years, the Weekend to Remember getaway 
has been helping couples create the kind of memories that build a healthy marriage.   

Remember your marriage. Remember this weekend. 
 

Weekend to Remember is a weekend marriage getaway that teaches God's design for 
marriage and family. The environment is fun, non-threatening, and sometimes hilarious. 
And it's a wonderful time for couples to refresh good marriages or heal troubled ones. 
There are over 150 conferences in cities all across the U.S. each year. Registration is 
open to individuals, couples, or groups. Whether you're engaged, newlywed, or        
remarried, enrich your marriage and begin a godly legacy for your family by attending a 
conference in a city near you. Or plan a memorable getaway to a destination of your choosing.  Designed for you to 
talk, laugh, learn & reconnect. 
 

Join the T!LC group and attend any Weekend to Remember getaway.  Group rate is only $159 per couple!! (regular 
rate is $159 per person) 
 
 
 

 
Group number is 13498, group name is thanksgivinglc. 

Contact Al & Jeanne Zamiska, 292-5789, for registration details. 
Or, visit www.familylife.com/weekend for more info. 

Call 1-800-FL-TODAY or go to www.familylife.com/groups/thanksgivinglc to register. 
A ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ 

In Omaha – March 11 – 13, 2011 

In Des Moines – March 18 – 20, 2011 

In Lincoln – March 25 – 27, 2011 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/
mailto:harold@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
http://www.familylife.com/weekend
http://www.familylife.com/groups/thanksgivinglc
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T !LC  CARE MINISTRIES  

Our Journey to the Cross with Jesus – John 17: 20-23 
Vicar Susan Westland 

 
Dear Thanksgiving! Church Family, 
 

The pastoral staff and I are excited to be walking together with our Savior Jesus 
Christ and with you on a journey of transformation this Lenten season.  As we are 
preparing to embark on our annual 40 day Lenten journey, we are reminded this is a 
season of soul-searching, repentance and rededication of our faith. 
 

During Lent we will be striving to be intentional in our desire to imitate Jesus‘       
withdrawal into the wilderness of temptation and trial.  We need only to look at in the 
Gospels Matthew and Mark to learn what this wilderness journey was like for Jesus.  
We read in  Mark 1:12-13 that Christ was sent into the wilderness immediately after 
he was baptized, ―

12
 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 

13
 and he was 

in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, 
and angels attended him.”   
 

Matthew tells us that Satan came to tempt Christ when he was weak from hunger,    
―
1
 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.      

2
 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

3
 The tempter came to him 

and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” (Matthew 
4:1-3)  
 

Walking in the wilderness is hard and just as Jesus was attended to by angels, so 
also we want God to send help to us from heaven.  We desire to be surrounded by 
the love of God‘s faithfulness throughout these 40 days of spiritual renewal.  For our 
Lenten journey this year, a team of dedicated prayer warriors were asked to create a 
devotional prayer guide for our church family.  This devotional features biblical    
characters that encounter Christ and are transformed by their time with the Savior.  
In each story the Lord uses his power and authority to heal the lame, give sight to the 
blind, forgive the sins of the fallen, cast out demons, and raise the dead.  Each time a 
miracle is preformed Jesus takes one step closer to the cross.  
 

During our mid-week Lenten services, the pastoral staff will be bringing one of these 
biblical characters to life. This will give us an opportunity to more fully understand the 
transformational impact an encounter with Jesus has in our lives.  As you walk 
through this wilderness journey, we are encouraging you to take an inventory of your 
spiritual lives.  Ask our Father in Heaven to help you undergo a spiritual spring  
cleaning to get rid of any obstacles which hinder your personal relationships with  
Jesus Christ our Savior and King.  
 

On the night our Savior was betrayed, he began his final journey to the Cross and as 
he walked with his Disciples on the road to the Garden of Gethsemane, he paused to 
pray to the Father.  In John 17: 20-23 Christ Jesus prayed:  
 
20

 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, 

21
 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. 

22
 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 

we are one— 
23

 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 
unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me.”  
 

At the end of each day of this journey, we encourage you to pause and pray that 
each of us will encounter the living Christ.  Pray for yourself and others to feel his 
touch in our lives and to transform us into a people who are one with him and with 
our Father.  Pray also to live in unity so the world will know Jesus was sent by the 
Father and to take comfort in his love." 

 
Our Journey to the 

Cross with Jesus 

Lenten Prayer Devo-

tional available 

March 5/6 during 

worship services. 

Contact Vicar Susan 

for more information 

at 402.292.2695 or by 

email at 

susan.westland@ 

thanks-giving.org 

 

mailto:susan.westland@thanks-giving.org
mailto:susan.westland@thanks-giving.org
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YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWSLETTER 

FROM CONNIE……… 

Growing In God 

Did you know that March is Hug Your Sunday School Teacher Month? Well…. it is not National Hug your Sun-

day School Teacher Month. To be honest, it is not even Local Hug your Sunday School Teacher month, but I 

am declaring that at TLC it is Hug Your Sunday school Teacher Month! Wait...hugs are not even mandatory, 

but instead a thumbs up will do! 

TLC is blessed to have such a great team of Sunday School Shepherds (teachers) in place.  They are asked to 

serve every Sunday (except Holiday weekends) and are very faithful about arranging their worship and family 

obligations around their commitment.  They do not do it for thanks, but to further God‘s Kingdom! If you know 

any of the following, please consider giving them a special smile or a word of appreciation. 

Ryan Meyer  Kelley Pitts  Karen Griffith   Jeanne Coats 

Chris Plambeck Richard Zolnowski Pat Meyer   Jacqui Joyce 

Sandra Kern  Renae Mai   Samantha Mather   Tara Stankus 

Elaine McHenry  Shelly Haer   Larry Mai     Sue Benson 

Michelle Catterson Mary Belford   Hannah Joyce   Kaylee Stankus 

 Susan Betchel  Lisa Peterson   Alene Schlange  Brandon Mather 

And our ―Music Lady‖ Alice Boeckman 

Outreach 
We have been learning that we serve God by serving others.  We are partnering with Open Door  

Mission and are collecting infant‘s onesies, sleepers, socks and booties. Children any bring any of the above 

on Sundays.  We have fun counting them each week and placing them in our ―special‖  

container made of baby blankets. 

 

Wanted- We need 45 new wooden paint sticks for an activity with the preschool children by April 1st. Please 

call or e-mail me if you can provide these. 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
Sunday, April 3- We will host our Spring Family Funday Sunday! This is an Open House activity, allowing  

families to choose the time that best fits into their schedule between 9am and 12:45pm. Families will have the 

opportunity to make crafts together that will prepare their hearts for the Death and Resurrection of our Lord  

Jesus.  We ask that all Sunday school children be accompanied by an adult. There will be no Sunday school 

in order to provide this family event. 

 

Saturday, April 16th-Annual Easter egg Hunt 

June 27th-July 1- Vacation Bible School 
 

 

Connie Barnhart   ♦   Children‘s Ministry Director   ♦  childmin@thanks-giving.org   ♦  402.292.2695 



 

 

 

Check our website at thanks-giving.org under the Kids/Youth tab and then join us on Wednesday night!   

Questions? Contact Barb Kotila, Awana Director, at 292.2695 x405 or awana@thanks-giving.org 

Keep his decrees and commands...so that it may go well  

with you and your children after you.  -Deuteronomy 4:40 

 

Ten Keys to a Good LifeTen Keys to a Good Life  
Praying the Ten CommandmentsPraying the Ten Commandments  

  

Lord God, You asked us to write Your commands in our memories and affections (Deut. 6:6)  and Lord God, You asked us to write Your commands in our memories and affections (Deut. 6:6)  and 

to impress them on our children’s hearts and minds.  Show our family today, Lord, what it means to impress them on our children’s hearts and minds.  Show our family today, Lord, what it means 

to fear You and keep Your laws so that we receive the best life has to offer (Deut. 7:12).to fear You and keep Your laws so that we receive the best life has to offer (Deut. 7:12).   

1.1.  “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of...slavery.  You shall have no other gods “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of...slavery.  You shall have no other gods 

before me” (Deut. 5:6before me” (Deut. 5:6--7).   May  no other  loyalties or  affections take  Your place in my  7).   May  no other  loyalties or  affections take  Your place in my  

children’s heartschildren’s hearts——no other priority, hobby, ambition, possession, or person.   We belong   no other priority, hobby, ambition, possession, or person.   We belong   

to only You!to only You!  

2.2.  “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth...You shall not...worship them; for I...am a jealous God (vv.8earth...You shall not...worship them; for I...am a jealous God (vv.8 --9).  May my children  9).  May my children  

resist any substitute objects of worship and turn away from all false beliefs.  Keep my     resist any substitute objects of worship and turn away from all false beliefs.  Keep my     

children from any pursuitchildren from any pursuit——no matter how worthyno matter how worthy——that becomes an end in itself.that becomes an end in itself.   

3.3.  “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord you God” (v. 11).  Help us to reassure and     “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord you God” (v. 11).  Help us to reassure and     

protect Your name, O Lord. In a casually profane world, keep my children sensitive about protect Your name, O Lord. In a casually profane world, keep my children sensitive about 

the sacredness of Your names, especially “Lord”, “God”, and “Jesus Christ”.the sacredness of Your names, especially “Lord”, “God”, and “Jesus Christ”.   

4.4.  “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy” (v. 12) May my children set aside the Lord’s “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy” (v. 12) May my children set aside the Lord’s 

Day for worship and rest and for nurturing a vital role in Your church family.   Thank you for Day for worship and rest and for nurturing a vital role in Your church family.   Thank you for 

setting us free from the tyranny of work and “getting ahead”.setting us free from the tyranny of work and “getting ahead”.   

5.5.  “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you 

may live long and that it may go well with you” (v.16).  May our children respect and obey may live long and that it may go well with you” (v.16).  May our children respect and obey 

us as their main source for learning about life and godlinessus as their main source for learning about life and godliness——even when we are aging and even when we are aging and 

weak.  And may You bless them as a result.weak.  And may You bless them as a result.   

6.6.  “You shall not murder” (v. 17). Help my children to revere the sanctity of all human life“You shall not murder” (v. 17). Help my children to revere the sanctity of all human life ——

including unborn and aged.  And beginning now, may my children never surrender to hate, including unborn and aged.  And beginning now, may my children never surrender to hate, 

violence, or vengeance.violence, or vengeance.  

7.7.  “You shall not commit adultery:” (v. 18). May my children build their relationships on      “You shall not commit adultery:” (v. 18). May my children build their relationships on      

integrity, purity, faithfulness, and loyalty.  Protect them from pornography and promiscuity.  integrity, purity, faithfulness, and loyalty.  Protect them from pornography and promiscuity.  

Teach them to honor marriage as a sacred, lifelong commitment.Teach them to honor marriage as a sacred, lifelong commitment.   

8.8.  “You shall not steal” (v. 19). May my children learn early to respect the belongings of others, “You shall not steal” (v. 19). May my children learn early to respect the belongings of others, 

to value honesty, and to trust You, our Provider, to take care of their wants and needs.to value honesty, and to trust You, our Provider, to take care of their wants and needs.   

9.9.  “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor” (v. 20). Instill in my children a “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor” (v. 20). Instill in my children a 

sincere dedication to the truth and to defending the needs of the weak.sincere dedication to the truth and to defending the needs of the weak.   

10.10.  “You shall not covet” (v. 21) Help my children never to measure themselves by the lives or “You shall not covet” (v. 21) Help my children never to measure themselves by the lives or 

possessions of others.  Instead, may they be content with what You give and be happy when possessions of others.  Instead, may they be content with what You give and be happy when 

others prosper.others prosper.  

Lord God, thank You for Your gracious promise to bless us and our children if we follow these Lord God, thank You for Your gracious promise to bless us and our children if we follow these 

laws. (Deut. 7:12). We want Your covenant of love to be the measure of our lives.  Amen.laws. (Deut. 7:12). We want Your covenant of love to be the measure of our lives.  Amen.   

--Taken from Taken from Powerful Prayers for Your Children Powerful Prayers for Your Children by David and Heather Koppby David and Heather Kopp  

 

Theme Nights for  

March 2011 

March 2nd  

is Rainbow Night 

Wear Red, Blue, Green  

and Yellow 

 
 

March 9th  

is Ash Wednesday  

NO Awana Club 

 
 

March 16th  

is Oink-Oink Night 

Bring a Small Stuffed Pig 
 

 

March 23rd  

is Bookworm Night   

Bring Your Favorite Book 

 
 

March 30th  

is Lifesaver Night 

Bring a Small Roll of  

Candy Lifesavers 

http://www.thanks-giving.org


 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE 

MARCH 2011 

For more information on events, contact 

Andrew Mather 

402-292-2695 

andrew.mather@thanks-giving.org 

POWER SURGE 

5th & 6th Graders 

HIGH VOLTAGE 

7th & 8th Graders 

CHAIN REACTION 

9th – 12th Graders 

Sunday School 

Sundays @ 9:30 – Chain 

Reaction Room (South Campus) 

 

Awana 

Wednesdays – FLC 

Truth & Training Ultimate 

Challenge 

Check-In begins 6:15  

Club 6:30 to 8:00  

 

Saturday Night Lights 

March 19—7:00 to 8:30pm 

@ the Brockhaus Home 

Sunday School 

Sundays @ 9:30 - Lower Level 

Room 128 

 

Plugged In 

Wednesdays 6:30 to 8:00 

Chain Reaction Room 

March Series: The Battle Within—

Dealing with temptation 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School 

Sundays @ 9:30 - South Campus 

Conference Room 
 

Life Groups 

Groups are available each night 

of the week.   

 

Sunday Nights 

6:30 to 8:00  

Chain Reaction Room 
March 6—We begin a series on 

Courage.  In these four inspiring 

sessions, Francis Chan opens up the 

Scriptures and shows students how 

their faith in Christ can give them 

the ability to live lives defined by 

courage. 

Papio Fun Park Night for all 5th—8th Graders! 
March 5, 2011 

6:00 to 9:00 

$5 per person—includes unlimited rides and attractions. Costs for food and arcade 

games are the responsibility of the student. 
 

Sixteen Cities is Coming! 
March 29, 2011 

 

Join us for a night of worship with Christian band Sixteen Cities...more information to 

come.  Watch the Messenger and website. Check out the band at 

www.sixteencities.com 

 

Last Month by the Numbers 
56 High School students in small groups to study the To Save A Life series 

45 7th-8th grade students meeting weekly on Wednesday ngiht 

7 pound 14 ounces, 21inches long—newborn stats for Madison Nicole Mather, 

Andrew and Samantha’s daughter.  She was born February 1, 2011 



 

 

LENT & EASTER SCHEDULE 
  

March 9—Ash Wednesday 
Lenten Devotional at 6:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary        
Services held at 6:00pm & 7:30pm in the Family Life Center 

No Children or Youth Activities this evening 
  

March 16-April 13— Wednesday Lenten Services 
      Lenten Devotional at 6:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary 

Services held at 6:30pm & 7:20pm in the Heritage Sanctuary 
Awana Club and Youth Groups will continue to meet during this time. 

  
April 21—Maundy Thursday 

      Services held at 6:00pm & 7:30pm in the Family Life Center 
  

April 22—Good Friday 
      Services held at 6:00pm & 7:30pm in the Family Life Center 

  
April 24—Easter Sunday 

LENTEN DINNER SCHEDULE 

Lenten dinners will be catered by Lansky‘s.  The meals will include a main dish, side and drink.  

Cost for Adults (6yrs and older) is $5.00, for children (5ys and under) $2.50.  Please be sure to 

sign up in the Narthex each week.  Families must sign up by Sunday evening for the meal on 

Wednesday evening.  Dinners will be served from 5pm-6pm each Wednesday. 

 

 March 16:   Lasagna   April 6:    Philly Cheese Steak Sandwich 

 March 23:   Pizza   April 13:  Pizza 

 March 30:  Chicken Alfredo 
 

Wednesday Evening Mid-Week Lenten Services will be held beginning March 16 at 6:30 and 
7:20pm.  Services will be held in the Heritage Sanctuary. Our series title and weekly themes are 
printed below. 

 

Our Journey to the Cross with Christ 

 March 16 Our Journey to the Cross with Christ – A Paralytic Healed 

 March 23 Our Journey to the Cross with Christ – An Adulteress Delivered 

 March 30 Our Journey to the Cross with Christ – A Centurion‘s Daughter Healed 

 April 6   Our Journey to the Cross with Christ – Lazarus, Back from the Dead 

 April 13 Our Journey to the Cross with Christ – Mary the Mother of Jesus 

 ** Sign Language Interpreting upon request please call 880-2066 or 292-2695. 
 
All Children and Youth Activities will continue during the Lenten Season. Please check with your 

leaders as to the schedule to be followed.   
Awana Club will check in at the regular time and run until 8pm. 



 

 

T!LC NOTES 

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
03/02/2002 Jeff & Marissa Pepper 

03/02/1974 Larry & Lana Fox 

03/02/1976 Doug & Lori Woodard 

03/04/1989 Phillip & Lisa Nichols 

03/08/2006 James & Janet Scuturio 

03/08/1985 Mike & Susan Connett 

03/10/1973 Stephen & Monica Murcek 

03/13/2004 Mike & Rose Haire 

03/14/1998 Lou & Robin McCollor 

03/16/2000 Joel & Michelle Blasey 

03/18/2000 Dan & Jeanette Carlson 

03/19/1990 Joe & Lisa Graff 

03/20/2000 Marti & Chris Wolever 

03/20/1999 Brent & Susan Jensen 

03/22/1999 Brian & Debbie Bernhardt 

03/22/1991 Greg & Mindy Dodge 

03/23/1996 Joe & Jessica Hayes 

03/24/1955 Everett & Doris Wrage 

03/24/1979 Gary & Molly Baumert 

03/25/1972 George & Pam Swanson 

03/26/1966 Bill & Nancy Pierce 

03/26/1967 Darrel & Linda Jensen 

03/26/1994 Brian & Jennifer Klausen 

03/26/1994 Larry & Julie Copeland 

03/28/1986 Terry & Ramona Lucas 

03/29/2003 Jon & Joy Lee 

03/31/2007 Kevin & Marie Covi 

SYMPATHY 

Roger & Jean Gemar in the 

death of Roger‘s mother Bea-

trice Gemar. 

Jeremiah & Megan Bowen, 

in the death of Jeremiah‘s 

grandmother, Leona Leggett. 

Todd & Kristi Gould, in the 

death of Kristi‘s aunt, Maxine 

Tucker. 

The Cole Family in the death 

of their father Dennis Cole. 

Roger & Joyce Kamrath in 

the death of Roger‘s brother, 

Darold Kamrath. 

Terry & Sharon Wilson in 

the death of Terry‘s aunt, Lou 

Pharris. 

BAPTISMS 

(February 5, 2011) 

Brenden Dax McDaniel 

 

(February 12, 2011) 

Reagan Mae Hoogeveen, 

daughter of Adam & Micaela.  

Sponsors are Brooke 

Hoogeveen & Trevor Walters 

03/16 Michael Stawniak 

03/16 Rebecca Peacock 

03/16 William Bain 

03/17 Matthew Sutton 

03/17 Vicki DeRoo 

03/17 Jake Balaberda 

03/18 Lynn Erickson 

03/18 Jennifer Johnson 

03/18 Richard Moser 

03/18 Amanda Nelson 

03/19 Brandon Thorne 

03/19 Erin Haeder 

03/19 Alexander Rogers 

03/20 Rachel Grzywa 

03/20 Mike Hegarty 

03/20 Emily Grafelman 

03/20 Brady Wallman 

03/20 Britani Hicks 

03/20 Dan Kauk 

03/20 Sidney Jensen 

03/21 Pam Swanson 

03/21 Payton Kothe 

03/21 Justin Hansen 

03/22 Ted Pryor 

03/22 Donald Tyson 

03/22 Destiny Lutterman 

03/22 Rachel Kinzer 

03/22 Carol Umberger 

03/22 Nathan Camp 

03/23 Geneva James 

03/23 Eric Mears 

03/23 Joshua Cassell 

03/23 Leigh Rogers 

03/24 Gage Ryba 

03/24 Doris Wrage 

03/24 Ryane Shaw 

03/24 Daniel Irwin 

03/24 Aaron Stumme 

03/24 William Pierce 

03/24 Tanner Swanson 

03/25 Max Carnley 

03/25 NaCarra Eona 

03/25 Evelyn Hall 

03/25 Patricia Branson 

03/25 Rachel Albracht 

03/25 Jeremy Martensen 

03/09 Mya Copich 

03/09 Steven Curry 

03/09 Robert Jensen III 

03/09 Leslie Wise 

03/10 Christopher Smith 

03/10 Mike Scanlan 

03/10 Mackenzie Tackett 

03/10 Stanley Aarhus 

03/10 Elizabeth McAcy 

03/10 Bonnie Severson 

03/11 Juanita Jenison 

03/11 Mary Stawniak 

03/11 Christine Boyd 

03/11 Lillian Anderson 

03/11 Gwen Goduto 

03/11 Kelly Rusimbi 

03/11 Angela Hansen 

03/11 Bryan Boyce 

03/12 Brianna Mussman 

03/12 Susan Tonn 

03/12 Kimberly Flegle 

03/12 Barbara Jeppesen 

03/12 Lisa Witkop 

03/12 Brian Holtzen 

03/12 Jeff Ring 

03/13 Lisle Babcock 

03/13 Cade Richards 

03/13 Douglas Haug 

03/13 Bailey Goetz 

03/13 Grant Schneider 

03/14 Brenda Thille 

03/14 Lisa Strohmyer 

03/14 Alden Schmitz 

03/14 Timothy Frederick 

03/15 Egon Kerstetter 

03/15 Paul Clarahan 

03/15 Sarah Livingston 

03/15 June Towne 

03/15 Mike Kaufman 

03/15 Diane Smock 

03/15 Erik Ingram 

03/15 Alek Balaberda 

03/15 Josie Stephens 

03/15 Pam Clark 

03/16 Timothy Stawniak 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
03/01 Tristan Cameron 

03/01 George Rein 

03/01 Lisa Sutton 

03/01 Vicki Hansen 

03/01 Jack Mettin 

03/01 Stephanie Patzer 

03/02 Kaysie Zeches 

03/02 Alana Smith 

03/02 Ken Summerfield 

03/02 Alexis Christensen 

03/02 Melinda Dodge 

03/02 Lauren Ballain 

03/02 Carla Schneider 

03/03 Mary Schliesman 

03/03 Ethan Haeder 

03/04 Mary Moore 

03/04 Ronald Barnes 

03/04 Corey Weitzel 

03/04 John Leaders 

03/04 Heath Phillips 

03/05 Betty Marlenee 

03/05 Roxanne White 

03/05 Dana Thomas 

03/05 Holly West 

03/05 Brenda Shelby 

03/06 Tammy Taylor 

03/06 Rich Westland 

03/06 Amy Peterson 

03/06 Sonia Bewley 

03/06 Lauren Boever 

03/07 Riing Riing 

03/07 Carl Crawford 

03/07 Clara Fundus 

03/08 Amanda Koeppen 

03/08 Kenneth Bischoff 

03/08 Sandra McAcy 

03/08 Thomas Ingram 

03/08 Bruce Hardester 

03/08 Cheryl Atkins 

03/09 Barbara Gray 

03/09 Roger Christensen 

03/09 Michelle Blasey 

03/09 Ella Blasey 

03/09 Nolan Gillen 

03/25 Kristi Waszak 

03/25 Dennis Gramps 

03/26 Abigail Klausen 

03/26 Lindsey Ellis 

03/26 Thomas Tritsch 

03/26 Michelle Shoning 

03/26 Betty Albanez 

03/26 Stephanie Gaulin 

03/26 Brandi Shapland 

03/26 Olivia Roland 

03/27 Diane Kunschke 

03/27 Sheridan Mason 

03/27 Bryce Woodard 

03/27 Ashley Fox 

03/27 Michael Dunn 

03/27 Koren Michl 

03/27 Sam Mounce 

03/27 Zachery Estes 

03/27 Samuel Stroberg 

03/28 Tyler Walker 

03/28 Kirstin Mohr 

03/28 George Swanson 

03/28 Katherine Sell 

03/28 Douglas Johnson 

03/28 Jordan Tipton 

03/28 Kyle Davidson 

03/29 Joyce Hahn 

03/29 Marissa Brazda 

03/29 Cynthia Lewis 

03/29 Denise Boever 

03/30 Carol Power 

03/30 Daniel Griffith 

03/30 Jonathan Anania 

03/30 Lisa Zaloudek 

03/30 Andrew Lansman 

03/30 Matt Peterson 

03/30 Jon Costello 

03/30 Joshua Velehradsky 

03/30 Rachel Brannen 

03/31 Spencer Melvin 

03/31 Kimberly Park 

03/31 Lori Talty 

03/31 Karin Ingram 

03/31 Kiah Haslett 

03/31 John Toman 

03/31 Ryan Ruhge 

The April 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  
March 18, 2011 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary; 

or you have a new address or phone number, 

please call the church office at 292-2695 or 

email Sara Zivny at sara@thanks-giving.org  

Thank you! 

BIRTHS 

Preston Lee Coleman, on 

January 7, 2011 son of 

Jeffrey & Brenda Coleman. 

Ava Corinne Snook, on 

January 28, 2011.  Proud 

grandparents are T!LC 

members Joe & Sherry 

Snook. 

Anyieth Mowut Bior, on 

January 31, 2011, daughter 

of Daniel & Deborah Bior. 

Madison Nicloe Mather 

on February 1, 2011, 

daughter of Andrew & 

Samantha Mather. 



 

 

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time Reader Worship Asst Communion Assistants Ushers All of March Greeters 

March 5 & 6—Holy Communion 

5:30 Maylene Haslett  
Maylene Haslett, Jan Elliott,  
Keela Burkholder 

  

     Steve & Sherry Albracht 

8:15 Tessa Turner Carol Umberger 
Linda Christiansen, Vicky Anderson 
Ross Ashbacker 

Don Smith, Tom Schwendtner, 
 Ambrose Heying, Tom Riggs 

     

9:30 Geneva James  
Tony & Mary Belford, Jill Irwin,  
Beth Dyrstad, Joe Fullenkamp, Bev 
Mussman 

Geoff Sager, Bill Clausen, 
Marty Delahanty,  
Dennis Hollenbeck 

 

      

11:00 Jeanne Zamiska  
Chad & Sarah Backes, Lana Fox 
Sue Monzingo, Deb Brandt, Tom 
Mohr 

Phil Davidson, Scott Pfender,  
Dirk Frey, Bill Richards 

 

         

March 12 & 13     

5:30 Cathy Brandt     

8:15 Charlie Smock Liane Kirmis   Harley & Ethel Urbain 

9:30 Stacy Thorne     

11:00 Russ Brandt     

March 19 & 20- Holy Communion     

5:30 Vicki Hansen  
Lisa Nichols, Ramona Lucas,  
Johann Onnen   

8:15 Steve Albracht 
Jennifer  
Johnson Dick & Karen Moser, Tami Maxwell  

Gerry & Phyllis  
Leseberg 

      

9:30 Terry Wilson  

Stan & Lynn Aarhus, Amy Schram 
Roger & Carole Davick, Susan Mad-
den   

      

11:00 Bob Getty  

Jeanne Zamiska, Sue Hoogeveen, 
Cami Madden, Jan Pasteka,  
Lo Finerty, Lisa Witkop   

      

March 26 & 27         

5:30 
Keela 
Burkholder     

8:15 Venus Buck Mike Dunn   Gary & Molly Baumert 

9:30 Lisa Sager    

11:00 Lisa Witkop    

          

 8:15 9:30 & 11:00    

March 6    Laurie Hanna          Sue Tonn    

March 13        Denise Dunn  

March 20       Grace Overby            Rhonda Wiebers  

March 27        Linda Christensen      Pat Sohm    

      

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:  

Readers, Worship/Communion Assistants: (Sat 5:30/Sun 8:15) Venus Buck 291-0594; (9:30/11:00) Donna Gilbert 293-1656 

Altar Guild: Julie Taylor-Costello 292-2695  

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 292-6249; Usher Captians: (8:15) Ron Overby 292-4335; (9:30) Terry Wilson 991-6707; 

     (11:00) Craig Christians 502-9168 

Greeters: Karen Griffith 331-1935    

      

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 
It’s Your Library! 

P A G E  9  T ! L C  N O T E S  

A time for renewal during our Lenten season and a time to reflect on these forty days as we continue 
our journey begins on Ash Wednesday, March 9

th
. 

 
 

I will be gathering books for the library cart for you to have a quick reference of materials that are a joy 
to read during the Lenten season. Not only studying God‘s word, but reading how he has worked 
through the lives of others as well as the strictly fiction books showing how he worked in the main 
character‘s life and thus in others around them.  The cart may be a little crowded during this time so 
feel free to browse and find just the right read for this time in the church year.  And don‘t forget the 

library. There are many more books that won‘t fit on the cart. 
 
 

Also, this is a perfect time to visit the library to see all of our new additions. For those who have donated these  
wonderful books, we thank-you. There are so many interesting books for all ages and all topics. 
 
Highlighting several of these new additions that you will find on the cart: 
 

A Cup of Comfort for Friends edited by Colleen Sell 
Taken from the back cover of the book: ―Friendship, like the immortality of the soul, is too good to be believed. 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson.‖ 
Come celebrate what happens in true friendships 
Memories that become priceless treasures 
A true testimony of what friendship can really be. 

 
Light Dances by Shirley K. Trout 

Parents should use their sense of humor to survive. See the light side of parenting. Shirley brings common 
sense and rich insight into what humor can contribute to a better and richer family life through personal 
experiences. As a home grown Waverly, Nebraska citizen she has drawn experiences from her family and 
life. 

 
Cure for the Common Life – Living in Your Sweet Spot by Max Lucado 

―God‘s given you a zone, a region, a life precinct in which you were made to dwell. He tailored the curves of 
your life to fit an empty space in his jigsaw puzzle. And life makes sweet sense when you find your spot. 
Find your special tools for exploring and identifying your own uniqueness, motivation to put your strengths 
to work and the perfect prescription for finding and living in your sweet spot for the rest of your life.‖ 

 
The 7 HABITS OF Highly Effective TEENS by Sean Covey 

―Journey with Sean Covey as he provides a step-by-step guide to help teens improve self-image, build friend-
ships, resist peer pressure, achieve their goals, get along with their parents, and much more. 

 
The library over the next month will be in the process of adding more new additions and purging other books for the fall 
library book sale. I can‘t believe I said that but considering how fast the first two months of the year have rolled by, here 
we go again!!! And for that we thank-you LORD! 
 
Come in and discover all the treasures that are waiting to fill your mind with knowledge and wonder. 
 
God‘s peace… 
Vicki D 



 

 

T ! L C  N O T E S  P A G E  1 0  

T!LC Health Ministries 

T!LC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics.  If you have any questions or would like 

to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org. 

Stress 101 
 

Stress is a physical and emotional reaction that everyone experiences as he or she encounters changes in 
life.  These reactions can have positive or negative effects.  Many scientists see stress as the reaction of the 
body to sudden changes in the environment.  Just like animals, people need extra energy to stay and fight or 
run away when exposed to danger.  The body‘s normal reaction to a somewhat dangerous situation is an  
increase in heart rate, muscle tension and higher blood pressure. 
 

At times, situations can cause physical and emotional stress reactions that are non-stopping or perceived as 
non-stopping.  The body never gets a chance to relax.  This causes constant tense muscles and a ‗knotted‘ 
stomach.  This type of situation is not good for you and can lead to significant health problems. 
 

This never-ending stress can lead to a variety of diseases including high blood pressure and heart disease.  It 
can be a cause of migraine headaches, back pain and ulcers.  Several studies have associated stress with a 
weak immune system and recurrent infections.  People who experience chronic stress may remedy this with 
illicit drugs, smoking and alcohol abuse. 
 
Invest in You 

Take charge of your life and feel good about the choices you make 

Gain energy and feel fit 

Experience improved physical health 

Gain a positive outlook and find more enjoyment in your life 

Be a role model for your family and friends 

 
Don’t let Stress get you down! 
We can all feel stressed at times.  How you react to stress will determine its effect on you.  Take steps to prevent stress 
when you can and manage it when you can‘t. 

 
Take Care of You! 
It is important to be mindful of the choices you make for your personal health and well being.  Nothing is more important 
than taking care of you.  Set aside time every day for YOU--be active, enjoy hobbies and share time with your family and 
friends. 
 

Strive for balance in both your personal and work life. 

Make time for important relationships in your life. 

Ask for help whenever you need support from others. 

Find ways to relieve stress, like physical activity and relaxation techniques. 

Be open-minded to try something new, like a new hobby or activity 

 
10 common tips for preventing stress: 
Avoid controllable stressors 
Plan major lifestyle changes (graduation, family changes) 
Realize your limitation 
Prioritize (the one thing at a time) 
Improve communication 
Share your thoughts (get advice) 
Develop a positive attitude (If you think you are not in control, you may be setting yourself up for failure and more stress) 
Reward yourself 
Exercise 
Eat and sleep well 
 

Stress can be beneficial and positive.  It cannot be avoided in our society.  However, follow the common tips 
for preventing adverse consequences of stress.  Take care of the mind and body the Lord gave to you. 
 

Contact the T!LC Care Ministries team if you have any concerns.  
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

The next Worship and Music Team meeting will be on March 8, 7PM in the South Campus 

Conference Room. This will be an opportunity for the team to meet our new Worship and  

Music Coordinator, Mike Treachler.  We will discuss Lent and Easter services as well as  

progress on the sanctuary media upgrade project. 

 

Heritage Choir has begun to rehearse Easter music and we welcome those who would like 

to join us for this season.  Rehearsals are at 6:30 on Thursday evenings in the Heritage 

Sanctuary.  We are singing Michael W. Smith‘s ―Hosanna!‖ on Palm Sunday, ―Canticle for 

Easter‖ (with brass) and ―The Halleluiah Chorus‖ on Easter  Sunday.  Come make a joyful noise 

to the Lord! 

THANKSKI XVIII REVISITED 
 
Seventy one folks made the trip to Colorado for winter fun on Saturday, January 22nd. Fifty five made the trip 
by bus and sixteen joined us from Arizona, Colorado, Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska and South Dakota. 
 

The day was crisp and the roads were clear across Nebraska and eastern Colorado but as we neared the 
Eisenhower Tunnel in the mountains the weather was less than desirable. Chains were required for the first 
time in all the years we‘ve made the trip. Our volunteer ―Chain Gang‖ joined our driver, Tom Perdue, install-
ing and periodically checking the chains (no easy task). 
 

Once we arrived safe and sound in the high country, the skiers and boarders pro-
nounced the snow conditions ―best ever‖ as they conquered the slopes at Keystone, 
Vail and Breckenridge. Other outdoor activities enjoyed by many were snowmobiling, 
tubing, snow shoeing, snow cat tours and sleigh rides. A highlight of the trip is always 
the Common Meal where tall tales were exchanged after two ski days in search of the  
coveted Squirrel Tale Award. Special thanks to the Besseys and Ericksons for all their 
help with the January Meeting and the Common Meal.  A ―first‖ was spotting a moose 

directly under the gondola as we headed for One Ski Hill Lodge on Peak 8 at Breckenridge where outdoor 
and indoor activities were enjoyed by all. The ―Bucket Brigade‖ did a sterling job getting all the rental equip-
ment back into the Breeze shop. 
 

Unfortunately, this was not to be a glitch free year! Injuries were suffered on and off the 
slopes by Greg Ventura, Belinda Bessey, Curt Nyhus (Suzanne‘s brother-in-law) and 
Steve Wagner. Roger Gemar flew back immediately after learning that his mother had 
suffered a stroke. As we headed back to Nebraska on Wednesday we were delighted to 
conquer the tunnel without chains, only to have a coolant hose break! Fortunately, the 
weather was mild as we waited along the highway during the two and one half hours we 
were delayed. We arrived back at T!LC at 9:30 PM with a sigh of welcome relief! 
 

Despite the ―Highs and Lows,‖ we really did have a fabulous and ―Memorable‖ trip. We look forward to  
reuniting and welcoming some new folks at our summer picnic, reunion and planning session on August 6th 
or 13th.  Plan on getting some water skiing, wakeboarding, tubing or SUPing in as we think ahead to Thankski 
XIX, scheduled for January 21 – 25, 2012. (Fran Taylor is the Roman Numeral expert and for that she 
earned the ―Banana Bread Award!‖) 
 

Ron and Diane Wink will soon head to West Omaha to shop at Scheels and dine at the Kona Grill. Thanks to 
this great group for their most generous gift and for all their co-operation. 
 

Hope to see you all at church!! 
 

Our condolences to Roger and the entire Gemar family; his mother, Beatrice, passed away Feb 5th. 
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Dates to Remember: 
 

 

March 5—Papio Fun Park for 5th-8th 

Grade—6pm-9pm 
 

 

March 9—Ash Wednesday 

Services at 6:00pm & 7:30pm in the FLC 

No Children and Youth Activities  
 

 

March 18-19—Cleansing Stream Retreat 
 

March 16-April 13—Wednesday Evening  

Lenten Services (6:30 & 7:20pm in the 

Heritage Sanctuary) 
 

 

March 26—Easter Egg Stuffing 9:00am 
 

 

March 29—Sixteen Cities Christian Band 
 

April 9—Easter Egg Stuffing 9:00am 
 

 

April 16—TLC Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 

April 21—Maundy Thursday 
 

 

April 22—Good Friday 
 

 

April 24—Easter Sunday 

 

Missional Community:  A Place for  

Discipleship 
If you are interested in discovering a new type 

of Christian community that is centered 

around the Biblical principles of discipleship 

please go to http://tlcmidsize.blogspot.com  

This is a site that we have set up specifically for the mis-

sional community.  Or feel free to call hosts Rob and 

Janine Wegner at 293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net  
 

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob 

and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and 

teaching. 

Weekly updates on events and 

church happenings are located 

on our website!   

Registration for several events 

are available!  Check it out at: 

www.thanks-giving.org  

 

Did you know….. 
 

You can receive this newsletter publication via 

email??  If you would like to begin to receive the 

Newsletter via email in place of your mailed copy 

send your name and email address to  

 

sara@thanks-giving.org.   
You can also read it on our website at: 

www.thanks-giving.org/newsletters 

Women‘s Book Study will be held 
at 7:00 PM on Monday, March 14

th
 

at the Leawood III home of Karen 
Rowell, 13406 S. 27

th
 Circle,  

Bellevue. To reach Karen‘s home, 
drive South on 25

th
 Street past Capehart Road 

and the Base  
Hospital. Turn right onto Nottingham Drive and 
then immediately left onto Sheridan Road. Turn 
right onto S. 27

th
 Circle. Karen‘s house is the first 

one on the left. 
 

We will continue with Beth Moore‘s study, Jesus 
the One and Only, and view week 6, ―The  
Necessity‖ (workbook pages 124 – 146) and  
complete the worksheet on page 146 as Study 
Leader Karen Rowell leads us through it. 
 

Call or email Karen (402-291-2401);  
kjpenguin@cox.net) or co-hostess Diane Heying 
(402-293-1774); dianeheying@aol.com ) if you 

have a question or are UNABLE to attend.  
Remember this is a scent free evening. Hope to 

see you there! 

―Men’s and Coed Softball starts in May.   
Sign-up sheets are at the Welcome Center in the 
Narthex.‖ 
 
 
 

mailto:kjpenguin@cox.net
mailto:dianeheying@aol.com


 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Parish Care/Stephen Ministry:  402.292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May , , , 

Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00 

Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge 

Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the        

summer months. 
 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Pastor of  Congregational Ministries 

Care Ministries Coordinator Vicar Susan Westland 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director Connie Barnhart 

Awana Director   Barb Kotila 

Youth Director   Andrew Mather 

Worship & Music Director   Carol Umberger 

Nursery Director   Regina Neemann 

Kids of the King Director   

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
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