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Dear Friends In Christ, 

Taking Time to Smell The Crab Apple Tree – I always look forward to spring. The birds are singing and 
making their nests. The grass is suddenly green and needs mowing again. And flowers, shrubs and trees 
are flowering and in their full glory. It seems that just about anywhere you look there are signs of growth 
and new life. I have a small ornamental crab apple tree in my front yard. I love it. It has been in full bloom 
now for about a week; and each day I have driven or walked by it several times a day, and each time I 
have commented to myself about how beautiful it is. However, a couple of days ago as I was once again 
passing it by, I suddenly had this thought: “Glenn, you haven’t even stopped to smell the flowers.” I 
stopped then and there, admired the tree’s beautiful pink and white flowers up close, and then stood still 
and took in their lovely fragrance. It was wonderful! I think there was a bit of a “kairos” moment for me in 
that little experience. As I have reflected about this, the Lord has been gently reminding me of the impor-
tance to take time to more fully notice, experience, and appreciate the little blessings which he has placed 
in my life – little blessings that are signs of His presence and love. And so, for starters, I’ve decided I won’t 
pass by that little tree while it’s still in bloom without stopping to smell its flowers! 
 

 New Capital Appeal will begin during the month of May. Brochures communicating the goals of the ap-
peal have been mailed to your homes, but there are also copies available at the Welcome Center in the 
lobby of the church building. The brochure also highlights the history and accomplishments of our past 
appeals. We will begin receiving Estimate of Giving cards during the worship services the weekend of 
May 2. 
 

Sabbatical – I want to remind you that I will be on sabbatical during June and July. I am looking forward 
to time away to study, to travel, to rest, and to play! I will look forward to seeing you all again in August! 
 

The Day of Pentecost is often said to be the birthday of the Christian Church, because it was on this day 
that Jesus gave to his followers the gift of the Holy Spirit which He had promised. It is the work of the Holy 
Spirit who calls us to covenant faith, who gathers us into community, who enlightens us with His word and 
gifts, and sanctifies or “set us apart” to be God’s people and kingdom servants. We will be celebrating 
Pentecost during our worship services the weekend of May 23. Since red is the liturgical color associated 
with Pentecost, we encourage you to wear something red to worship that day. In addition, if you would like 
to bring a red flowering plant to worship that would be great, and we’ll ask volunteers to plant them on the 
church grounds the next week. 
 

Confirmation Sunday  will be celebrated May 16 at both the 9:30 and 11:00 services. This is an opportu-
nity for some of our young people to publicly affirm the covenant which God made with them in baptism, 
and to express their desire to walk in covenant with Jesus and to serve Him in His kingdom. Please be 
praying for our confirmands as they continue preparing for this important day! 
 

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 21-25. Please check out the Children’s Ministry section of 
our newsletter for more information. There will also be volunteers with Children’s Ministry at a table in the 
lobby of the church on weekends in May who will be there to help you register your children for VBS, and 
to share with you how you might be able to help if you are available. 
 

Summer Sunday School is also being planned for Sundays during the 9:30 worship hour.  Look for more 
information in this newsletter. 



 

 

For Care Minis-
tries  
Assistance . . . 

During Church 
Office Hours:   

Please call 402.292.2695 

All Other Times:   
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice  
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message.  You will be con-
tacted by a Care Ministries staff per-
son or a pastor.  This number is 
checked four to six times daily. 

T ! L C  N O T E S  

T!LC CARE MINISTRIES  
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T!LC SUPPORT GROUPS ON 
THURSDAY  
EVENINGS: 

 

 DivorceCare - Meets: 6:30 – 
8:00, FLC Room 202 – Childcare 
provided 
A special weekly seminar and support 
group for people who are seeking help 
in recovering from the pain of separa-
tion and divorce.  DivorceCare is of-
fered concurrently with DC4K. Regis-
tration fee is $15.  
For information, call Vicar Susan 
Westland, Parish Care Ministry Coor-
dinator at 402-292-2695. 
 

DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K) - 
Meets: 6:15-8:00; East Hall  
A comprehensive 14-week biblically 
based and Christ-centered program 
that introduces children (ages 5-12) to 
the grieving process brought on by 
divorce and gives them tools neces-
sary to develop healthier relationships 
within their own families.  DC4K is 
offered concurrently with DivorceCare. 
Registration fee is $15.  For informa-
tion, call Lisa Witkop at 402/293-9067. 
 

GriefShare – Spring Session 
will be offered beginning March 
4 – GriefShare Meets: 6:30 – 8:30, 
Conference Room. Registration 
fee is $15.   
A friendly, caring support group who 
walk alongside you through one of 
life’s most difficult experiences – the 
loss of a spouse, child, family member 
or friend. The loss may be very re-
cent, or one that took place months or 
years ago.  We are here when you 
need us.  
For information, call Vicar Susan 
Westland, Parish Care Ministry Coor-
dinator at 402-292-2695.  
 

 All groups are OPEN – persons 
can begin attending at any time. 

 

Are you in 
need of 
prayer?  James 5:13-16 commands us to 
call for the elders of the church to pray over 
us.  Healing Prayer Team members are 
available in the Prayer Chapel every week-
end immediately following each service. 
You are invited and encouraged to come for 
healing and other personal prayer needs. 

The Power of God in 

Prayer! 
 

“I tell you to believe that you 
have received the things you 
ask for in prayer, and God 
will give them to you.”  
(Mark 11:24 ISB) 

PRAYING TO GOD – Colossians 4:2 (NLT) 

Vicar Susan Westland 
 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Colosse, a small 
town in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) who were under at-
tack from false teachers.  Paul wanted them to continually be 
vigilant in praying to the Lord for strength and in his letter he 
encouraged them to, “2Devote yourselves to prayer with an 
alert mind and a thankful heart.”  The New King James Ver-
sion reads, “2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving”.   
 

In our busy lives it may seem overwhelming to think about continually devoting 
ourselves or being earnest in our life of prayer.  You may ask, “Have you looked at 
my schedule?  When am I going to have time to pray more? How can I stay in a 
place of continual prayer?” 

 

When we think of prayer as a thing to do or and activity to be ac-
complished, we may become overwhelmed with God’s command to 
pray unceasingly.  If your prayer life is a burden to you or if you are 
having trouble finding time to pray, I encourage you to change your 
definition prayer.  Instead of prayer being something you do, think 
of prayer as an awareness of God’s presence in your life, not an 
activity to check off your “to do” list.  When prayer is part of our rela-
tionship and covenant with God, we are able to live in a continuous 

awareness or consciousness of God’s presence in our life.  We are able to ac-
knowledge his companionship in all of our daily activities.  For example, when we 
are shopping we can thank God for the resources he is providing for our lives; at 
work we can acknowledge the gifts and talents God has given us that allow us to 
be successful and thank Him for his Spirit throughout the day; when we are driving 
we can call out to our Father and talk to him about our needs. 
   

Our culture today inundates us with false teachings and deceptions about God and 
like the early church in Colosse, we need to be strengthened against the lies of the 
enemy of God who comes to steal, kill, and to destroy our faith (John 10:10).  Paul 
teaches us, “6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in 
him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.  8See to it that no one takes you captive through 
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic 
principles of this world rather than on Christ.” (Colossians 2:6-8) 
 

 At T!LC we strive to be Christ’s disciples who devote ourselves to prayer with alert 
minds and  thankful hearts.  We work to lift each other up to God in prayer and live 
as covenant people rooted and built up in our Lord.  In 2009 over 2,700 prayer re-
quests were brought to the throne of God as we prayed for the needs of our con-
gregation.  In March Pastor David preached on the importance of prayer in our 
lives and more than 500 prayers were lifted up as we poured out our hearts to 
God.  As you walk with God in your daily activities, remember the words of the 
Psalmist who writes, “15 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and His ears 
are open to their cry.” (Psalm 34:15) 
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T!LC Health Ministries 

T!LC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics.  If you have any questions or would like 
to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org. 

T ! L C  N O T E S  

Medication Safety 
 

Healthcare that Americans receive is rapidly entering into a new era in many ways.  Not 
only with new technologies that become available every day, healthcare payment reform 
and changes with insurance regulation, but increasingly important is the transition to  
electronic technologies.  The electronic transformation has been a very long and slow 
process in healthcare primarily because of the incredible complexity that is involved 
among many different providers. Information security issues are always important. 
 
Many doctors and providers are now making transformation to the electronic data environment.  This in-
volves many new technologies in pharmacies, hospitals, and doctor's offices.  These are new processes 

with new responsibilities for people who may not be used to direct patient care and the com-
plexities of medicine. (Let alone the electronic technology component.)  Software that has 
newly entered the market may not have been exposed to the detail that is required in a hos-
pital and doctor's office on a daily basis.  Therefore, the important point of this message is 
that all Americans are rapidly undergoing a transformation in the world of healthcare to the 
digital age. 
 

What does this mean for me? 
 
Personal accountability is ever more important in your interaction with your health care provider.  It is more 
important than ever to participate with your health care provider in maintaining your electronic records, your 
history, and especially your medications.  In the good old days, the old gray-haired family doctor had one 
list of medication that was changed once or twice a year.  In the electronic age, many individuals have more 
than one provider making adjustments to this list.  Many individuals take over-the-counter medications that 
affect the medications on this list.  Pharmacies and insurance employees without medical background have 
access to this list and may make modifications.  Therefore, the list that the gray-haired doctor used to have 
in the office many gets revised many times without his knowledge. 
 
The take-home message is to make sure that you keep a complete list of all medications and reasons that 
you take medication close by at all times, especially with any contact with healthcare providers.  (This does 
not mean a recall of the little blue pill, the one with a number 6 on it, or whether the pill is 
shaped like a flying saucer.)  Please keep a list of medication, dose, frequency, allergies 
and pharmacy close by at all times.  If you do have a parent or child on medication, it is 
important to make a concise list available to make sure that errors do not occur some-
where along the road. 
 
Healthcare specialists recognize that medication errors occur frequently.  Some day, 
electronics may ensure that errors are not made.  This certainly does not occur today.  In fact, many studies 
have documented that new electronic technologies have increased the number of errors.  It is ever more 
important for individuals to keep a concise list of medication with them at all times.  Any time a medication 
refill is made, check the medication carefully to make sure it is the right medication, dose, and num-
ber of pills necessary.  Many times, a simple missed key in the transaction can lead to devastating, ex-
pensive errors.  Each individual is the final review in this process, and should be the final check ensuring 
accuracy and safety. 
 
Please notify the T!LC Health Ministries team if you have any questions or concerns with this message.  
The body that the Lord gave to you is incredible and complex!  It is up to you to take good care of it! 
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from Pastor David 
Mission.  What is our mission statement by the way?  Our mission is to reach 
out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples 
of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

Handy Person Ministry……The GSI (Good Samaritan Initiative) 

Who are our neighbors?  We are all neighbors. In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus defined a 
neighbor as anyone who has a need.  Jesus was the perfect neighbor because he lived in 3 dimen-
sions (plus he was the Son of God.)    We are all called to live in 3-D: Developing relationships, dis-
covering stories, and discerning next steps. 

As a congregation who is discerning God’s steps for us, we have found many ways to reach out to 
our neighbors:  the Easter Egg hunt, block parties and serving in a variety of ways.  In addition, we 

are excited to launch Handy Person Ministry……The GSI (Good Samaritan Initiative)  this spring and summer.  Here 
is how it could works.  Recently, someone told me the story of  a single mother of two who lived with a leaky faucet in 
her home for several months.  The neighbor who she was talking to (TLC member) asked why this had been going on 
so long.  Her simple reply was that “she didn’t have the tools or expertise to fix it”.  The neighbor offered to find some 
help.  After a few quick phone calls, an individual from TLC came over and fixed the leak.  She was incredulous that a 
stranger would perform this act of kindness.  His reply was that “God has been so good to me that I just wanted to pass 
the blessing along.” 

It is from this story that the Good Samaritan Initiative was born.  Quite simply, we would like to compile a list of skilled 
individuals available to assist our neighbors with minor repairs/projects.   You will not be on-call, nor expected to tackle 
large projects or pay for materials.  We will have a meeting in late May/early June to discuss the entire process and field 
all of your questions.  If you are interested please e-mail me at pastordavid@thanks-giving.org, or call the church office 
at 292-2695. 

Blessings! 

Pastor David 

Mike Albers, member of Thanksgiving, just returned from a month mission trip to the 
Dominican Republic.  This was truly a “kairos” moment, as God interrupted his life and 
called him on very short notice.  Read from his journal below: 
 

“I went to the Dominican Republic primarily to support a feeding program for the poorest 
of the poor.  It was developed by English missionaries, Jim and Sue Coates, who have 
lived in the DR for about 8 years. They serve about 40 families every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday.  In addition, they organize a hot food program every Wednesday and 

Friday where they serve about 200 children under the age of 12. 
 

Jim suffered a major stroke in late February and in order to keep the mission going 
they needed help from mid-March till early May.  I was blessed to be able to cover 
the first 25 days of this time and a couple arrived the day after I left to finish the time. 
Every day brought new challenges and rewards.  I knew that I would be in the DR 
on Easter Sunday.  I made arrangements to attend church at Sandra’s (TLC’s mis-
sionary) church in Aqua Negro (Black Water).  This is the ghetto area of Puerto 
Plata and Sandra has developed a church, school, and sewing group with the 
“poorest of the poor.” 
 

I went to visit her to make sure I knew the schedule for Easter Sunday. While I was 
there, I noticed that one corner of the church was stacked full of bottled water, tarps, 
diapers, clothing and food.  I asked Sandra what was going on. She explained that many in her congregation were 
leaving on Thursday to take their third trip to Haiti and deliver these items as part of the earthquake relief effort.  I was 
moved to tears when I considered that Sandra and her congregation live on almost nothing and yet they were sending 
relief materials to Haiti.  She gives God constant praise for the gifts He provides.” 
 

Mike’s story is inspirational and he has truly experienced transformation in his own life.  Consider getting involved on a 
mission trip to the Dominican Republic next January, or being in mission in your own neighborhood.  We are truly God’s 
covenant/kingdom people. 



 

 

P A G E  5  T ! L C  N O T E S  

The Life of Discipleship:   Walking in the Covenant, Building the Kingdom 

God Tapped Me on the Shoulder 
By Deb Robinson as told to Pat Meyer 

 

When I least expected it, but most needed it, God tapped me on the shoulder, whispered in my ear, and I knew my life had 
to change.  I walked away from everything and let God lead me to an awesome place that I could never have imagined in 
my wildest dreams.  The best part about sharing my story is realizing how God transformed me from who I was then to who 
I am today.  Just a few years ago, people would not have described me the way they do now – as a woman of faith. 
 

God Transforms Broken Lives 
By all human standards, I was successful and living the American dream.  Many would have considered my life to be 
blessed.  I sought higher education and earned multiple degrees.  I dutifully climbed the corporate ladder, and was re-
warded financially.  I drove expensive cars and had the big home.  But when I had so many resources to share, I shared 
nothing.  I felt alone even though I was in the midst of many people.  So I worked harder to find a sense of harmony and 
balance that my heart longed for, but it was elusive.  Then I felt God touch my heart.  He made me realize that in order to 
make my life work, something had to change.   Maybe the feeling that I couldn’t do it alone was God telling me to walk 
away from it all and toward Him.  So I did. 
 I moved to Bellevue and happened to choose an apartment near T!LC.  One day, I just walked through the church doors 
and my new life began.  Eventually, I sought assistance in my spiritual journey through a Stephen minister, who is still a 
mentor and a wonderful friend.   I began attending adult education classes which helped me realize the dream that God 
had for my life, the passion of my heart, a life of service.   Life is faith, not fate. 
 

God Teaches Us How to Live 
When I moved out of my apartment and bought a house near the church, I wanted to share my home with a child.  Like 
many adoptive parents, I envisioned a rambunctious two to four year old little girl I would ride horses with.  It’s funny how 
you have one idea in mind and then something different happens.  Through foster parenting classes, I found that there 
were so many teenagers who needed a home.  They were really great kids who’d had difficult lives.  It troubled me to hear 
about teenagers being forced out of the foster care system when they turned eighteen.  Suddenly, they are on their own 
and have nowhere to go. The very thought of this breaks my heart.  As I went through the parenting process, my dream 
came true when I met fourteen year old Melissa.  I knew instantly that Melissa was the girl that I wanted to share my love, 
life, and home with.  Since adopting Melissa, I have shared my home with other teenage girls that needed stability and 
structure.  Then while serving on a T!LC Dominican Republic mission trip, I met Manuel, our mission bus driver.  He told 
me that his daughter wanted to come to the United States to pursue a college education and soon I will be opening my 
home to assist her. 
In my walk with God, I have learned how He has a way of making you understand when your priorities are out of balance. 
One example that readily comes to mind is Marc, a horse that I dearly loved.  When my life seemed so miserable, painful 
and broken, I would escape by riding Marc for hours.  I was in my own little heaven.  My rides were times filled with a sense 
of freedom, peace, and calmness.    As I grew spiritually, I realized that my bond with Marc was superseding my relation-
ship with God.  I later sold Marc to an exceptional home in Texas and he helped finance my second mission trip to serve in 
the Dominican Republic. 
I am also learning how to include God in making choices.  I used to make decisions based on my own power and in my 
own time.  Since surrendering to God’s will, I take everything to Him in prayer.  It was a hard pill for me to swallow, but I 
learned patience and that His will happens in His time.  When we wait for Him, He will provide greater things than anything 
we could ever imagine.  Listen for His voice and He will tell you what to do.  He will guide you.  His voice is not always 
clear, at least not for me.  It is subtle, sometimes just a new thought, a different idea, or an answer to a challenge.  I don’t 
think that God ever tests us, but when I’m struggling, I know it is probably due to timing issues between my time and His 
time. 
My greatest joy in knowing God is the peace that He has put in my heart.  I no longer worry about things that used to con-
sume my energy.  I used to be so focused on security in my retirement.  But on one of my mission trips to the Dominican 
Republic, I met a couple who embarked on a life of service when they retired.  I saw how God provided for them and He 
gave me the assurance that He would provide for me in the same way. 
 

Discipleship Is The Answer 
Within the last month, I completed the extensive studies to become a Stephen minister.  I want to be a blessing to others in 

their time of need.  It’s so important for people to recognize the gifts that God has given them and to use them to glorify 

Him.    I challenge people to recognize their ability to touch the lives of others.  This world is broken and ugly.  People need 

to embrace the transforming power of being kind and gentle to others, and extending God’s healing mercy and grace.  It 

costs nothing to be kind.  While I have a passion for mission work, it is important to remember that you never know when 

you will touch someone in a meaningful way if you are open to it. 
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Creating Connections

Dear Friends, 
 

I invite you to embark upon the journey of a lifetime! Whether it’s the first time or a return trip, to walk in the steps of 
Jesus will be an inspiring experience. See the stories you’ve read or heard over the years come alive! Reaffirm your 
baptism in the waters of the Jordan River where Jesus was baptized. 
 

Visit Bethlehem where Jesus was born, Nazareth where Jesus grew up and worked as a carpenter and Jerusalem - 
the holy city that was witness to the death and resurrection of our Lord.  Can you imagine crossing the Sea of Galilee 
as Jesus calmed the storm, walking through the Mount of Olives as Jesus prayed with His disciples or being present 
when Jesus turned water into wine in Cana? This is but a glimpse of the drama that will unfold as we relive the life of 
Christ.  What better faith enriching opportunity that will make the Bible come alive than to trod the path our Savior 
walked. Come and join the group for 10 days of inspiration, growth, fun and fellowship in Israel. You will never be the 
same! To enhance the wonder of such a trip, we will share special devotions at key points along the way correspond-
ing to the places we visit. 
 

The tour includes round trip airfare from Omaha, accommodations at first class hotels, Israeli breakfast and dinner 
daily, comprehensive sightseeing throughout and all entrance fees per the itinerary. I would be honored to have you 
join the group as we experience together the awesome sights of the Holy Land. Here is your invitation to reserve a 
place and make this a significant highlight in your Christian pilgrimage. 
 

In addition to the tour of the Holy Land;  Petra, Jordan has just been added as an optional 2 night extension.  Petra is 
one of the Seven New Wonders of the World and chosen by the BBC as one of “the 40 places you have to see before 
you die”.  
 

There will be an informational meeting held on Wednesday May 26th at 6:30pm in the Heritage Sanctuary. Please 
come and listen, ask questions and learn about this exciting journey! 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor David Witkop 

Plan your Lenten journey for next year now!  From Jesus birth in Bethlehem to 
the empty garden tomb, join us.  For more information  

call Pastor David at 292-2695,  
or e-mail Pastor David at pastordavid@thanks-giving.org. 

30,000 Easter Eggs scattered Lakewood Villages Park. Hundreds of kids waited in rest-
less anticipation. The hunt began, and in 15 short minutes each and every egg was gone! 
That's what happened at T!LC's third annual Easter Egg Hunt. This was our best hunt yet, 
and it didn't even rain, snow, sleet or hail!! This was all possible due to your tremendous 
outreach to our community. A heartfelt thanks to each person who supported the hunt, to 
include those who donated eggs and candy, matched and stuffed eggs, advertised the 
hunt, hid eggs, directed traffic, and thanks to the Easter Bunny and the 
prayers for good weather!! If you have empty eggs to donate for next 
year's hunt place them in the drop box in the lobby. And if you have an 
ideas on how to make next year's hunt even better, email them to the Egg 
Lady at harnedco@hotmail.com. 

Another Successful Easter Egg Hunt! 
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New Grant Program from Thrivent Financial 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has launched a new charitable grant program and benefit of membership in the or-
ganization called Thrivent ChoiceSM. 

Thrivent Financial members 16 and older can help choose where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its charita-
ble funds each year. 

Members can participate in the first voting event now!  It’s quick.  It’s easy.  And it can make a big difference.  Help 
choose where Thrivent Financial distributes $1 million in outreach funds among 10 Lutheran and non-Lutheran chari-
ties.  Vote for one of these 10 organizations: 

 * ELCA World Hunger    * WELS Humanitarian Aid Committee 

 * LCMS World Mission    * American Heart Association 

 * LCMS World Relief & Human Care  * Feed My Starving Children 

 * Lutheran Disaster Response   * Habitat for Humanity 

 * Lutheran Malaria Initiative   * Thrivent Financial Should Select (*) 

 * WELS Committee on Relief 

Each organization receives a portion of the $1 million, based on the percentage of votes it receives. 

Learn more about these organizations and cast your vote at www.thrivent.com/choicevote.  Or complete the reply card 
in the spring issue of Thrivent magazine.  Voting is open April 19 – May 21. 

If more than 350,000 members vote, just 15% of membership, Thrivent Financial will distribute a bonus of $1 million to 
these national organizations. 

(*) If you choose the Thrivent Should Select option, Thrivent Financial will use these funds to help the organizations 
aid individuals and communities in need. 

Coming soon: a new way to help Thanksgiving! Lutheran 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is launching a new charitable grant program and benefit of membership called 
Thrivent Choice DollarsSM.  Thrivent Choice DollarsSM will be designated to some Thrivent Financial members when 
that portion of the program launches this summer. (Thrivent Financial member eligibility will be based on fraternal 
benefit society product ownership and Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership, and helping direct Choice Dollars will 
be subject to the Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent ChoiceSM program.)  

Kids looking for fun? Parents looking for a fun place for their kids 
this summer?  
 

T!LC's  the place for you!! 
 

Now's the time to register for Kids of the King summer daycamp. Enrollment in-
cludes part-time/full-time status. 

 
 $95 per week $22 per day. 

 
• Camp runs May 24th-July 30th. It will be closed May 31st for Memorial Day. 
• Sign up by printing the form from the church website. www.thanks-giving.org 

Kids & Youth tab.  
• Questions, please contact Denise Dunn at 990-8647 or dldunn24@gmail.com  
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UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 

Special offerings 
All of our Lenten offering that 
totaled $17,956.88 will be given to 
the Sarpy County Habitat for 
Humanity.  Thank you for your 
generous support of this ministry. 
 
Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you know, 
have a reliable automobile that 
could be donate to T!LC?  We 
continue to receive requests from 
families in need of reliable 
transportation.  Please contact 
Harold Carlson at the church office 
for more information. 
 
If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns please feel 
free to e-mail me at harold@thanks-
giving.org, call me at the church or 
stop by my office. 

this campaign; 1. Set aside a tithe (10%) 
for a future mission project, 2. Make 
capital improvements to our campus 
facilities, and 3. To pay down our debt on 
the Family Life Center.  More information 
will be made available in separate 
communications. 
 
Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the ability to 
receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) 
through a program called Simply Giving?  
Simply Giving is a safe and reliable 
electronic funds transfer program 
sponsored by Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans.  Check out our website for a 
link to enroll in Simply Giving. To enroll 
go to our website (www.thanks-
giving.org) and click on Simply Giving 
under the member quick links at the top 
of the home page. You can also contact 
our Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold 
Carlson at the church office at 292-2695 
or harold@thanks-giving.org for more 
information about the Simply Giving 
program. 
 

Monthly Stewardship 
Through the month of March 2010 
our expenses were 1.88% below 
plan and weekly contributions were 
0.61% above plan which resulted in 
a positive cash flow of $8,818.21 
through March.  Thank you for your 
faithful financial stewardship. 
 
Ministry Challenge Fund 
The Ministry Challenge Fund is a 
24-month current ministry fund 
appeal from May 1, 2008 through 
April 30, 2010.  We have received 
172 estimates of giving totaling 
$486,804 or 97.4% of our goal of 
$500,000.  Through March 2010 we 
received contributions totaling 
$462,748 or 95.1% of the estimates 
of giving. 
 
Capital Campaign 
The Ministry Challenge Fund 
appeal will conclude at the end of 
this month and a new two-year 
capital campaign will begin May 1, 
2010 and conclude April 30, 2012.  
There will be a threefold focus to 

CrossTrek Men’s Retreat 
 

Mark your calendar for June 12 & 13th for a 
trip to the Sjogren Retreat Center in Ashland 
 Nebraska.  The weekend getaway is de-
signed to provide inspiration and fellowship 
as we engage in Bible study,  
devotionals, and recreational activities.  All men are invited—
whether you are beginning your faith walk or have been a life-
long follower of Christ.  More to follow! 
 

Contact Kevin McArthur with questions 
Kevin_mcarthur@cox.net  or 203-5305. 

The T!LC Golf League 

is forming. This is an opportu-
nity to enjoy both God’s out-of –
doors and the fellowship of 
other hackers. 
 

 
We plan to play Tuesday evenings with tee 
times starting at 5:15 PM. Registrations are due 
by May 1; league play begins May 11. 
 

For further information please see the flyer at 
the Welcome Center, or contact Corky Rice 
through one of the following: 

 
292-9310 (home) 222-4473 (work) 

680-1436 (cell) 
cgrice3@msn.com 
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The Youth Yard Sale is coming up soon, please save your used items for us to 
sell.  We will be collecting clothing, furniture, household goods, toys, children’s items 
and just about anything else starting on May 30th after church.  You can look at the 
youth calendar for specific times when we will be in the FLC to help you unload, or 
you can bring your items to the FLC yourself any time that the church is open.  You 
can also schedule a pick up for larger items by calling Mark Richards at 575-
1619.  We cannot accept mattresses or CRT (non-flat panel) computer monitors.  The 

sale will be held on June 4th and 5th.   We need help with pick up trucks, organizing and pricing the dona-
tions.  If you would be available the week before the sale to help or the day of the sale, please contact 
Mark at the church office (292-2695) 

Helping Hands Tree 
The SonShine Place nursery is always in need of craft supplies, small craft 
items and volunteers.  If you are wondering what is needed you can check the 
Helping Hands tree outside the nursery.  Hands are added to the tree with 
items that can be purchased, along with volunteer times that are available.  
Take a hand, purchase the item or let a staff member know what hour will be 
coming, and bring it back to the nursery!  Your help is always appreciated.   
 

Volunteer Opportunity!!! 
The SonShine Place Nursery is open during the summer worship times.  We are also providing child care 
on Thursday evenings from 6:30pm – 8:30pm for the Divorce Care group.  Confirmation Students and 
adults are welcome to sign up to volunteer anytime!  Please call Regina Masek at 292-2695 or son-
shine@thanks-giving.org to schedule your next fun hour in the nursery! 
VBS is fast approaching.  Volunteers are needed to care for children ages 0-3years in the nursery.  VBS is 
from June 21st-25th.  If you are interested in helping in the nursery please contact Regina Masek at 292-
2695  
 

Nursery Staff Positions Available 
Do you love spending time with kids?  How about spending time and getting paid to do it?  This might be 
the answer you are looking for.  The SonShine Place Nursery is looking for adults (16 or older) willing to 
work in the nursery on a regular basis.  This is a paid position and will begin immediately.  Hours will in-
clude evening, Thursday mornings, and Sunday mornings – but are very flexible.  Toddler and infant posi-
tions are available.  Please contact Regina Masek for an application 292-2695. 

Final Ball Game and Fireworks Extravaganza at 
Rosenblatt. 

 

T!LC has a block of tickets re-

served for the Royals vs Iowa 

Cubs and spectacular fireworks 

show on Saturday, July 3rd at 

6:35pm. You don't want to miss 

this event! We have been going 

as a group for nearly 20 years. 

All tickets are $11; payment must accompany res-

ervations. Find Marsha near the Welcome Center 

this weekend or mail your check payable to TLC 

with your contact information to Marsha Gunderson 

at 13003 S 24th Cir, Bellevue, NE 68123.  

No ticket sales Mother's Day weekend.  

Acolyte Training—May 2 at 1pm. 

If you are in grades 5-8 and interested in 
becoming an acolyte, there will be a training 
session on Sunday, May 2 at 1pm in the 
Heritage Sanctuary. Please call Sherry 
Albracht at 916-3318 or send an email to 
sherry_albracht@yahoo.com to register for 
the class or ask questions. 
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    The T!LC Library CornerThe T!LC Library CornerThe T!LC Library CornerThe T!LC Library Corner    
It’s Your Library!It’s Your Library!It’s Your Library!It’s Your Library! 

He has risen! He has risen indeed! As the weeks ebb by from that glorious morning, 
let’s continue on with our learning experience by expanding our horizons of the 
important lesson learned by utilizing all that your library has to offer to you. 
 

Whether it be reference books to enhance your bible study or just good fiction books 
that are written with the love of God in mind that will fill your mind with good, 
wholesome words. 
 

As an example of using our reference books in the library, our Tuesday bible study 
group, after taking a break to study the “Truth” project, we are now completing our 
study of Nehemiah. By continuing to utilize books available in the library,  we are able 
to expand our knowledge of the background of those individuals featured in this book  

as well as the history of what was taking place geographically and world wide  at the time Nehemiah lived.  Just think 
of what you can do in your bible study by adding information beyond the study book. 
 

You continue to bless us with many generous donations We will be working to see that these books are cataloged 
and available to you over the summer months. A suggestion was made that the first bookcase when you enter the 
library that contains the present church season, i.e. Easter, Christmas etc, could be also utilized as shelves for the 
new books that have come into the library for a period of time before they are put with their respective group.  I thank 
Karin Ingram for this suggestion and if anyone else has any ideas, please do not hesitate to pass them along. After 
all, it is “our” library! 
 

For those who have donated all these wonderful books, once again thank-you. Any additional books you wish to pass 
along are appreciated and will be put to good use. 
 

So, remember to check out the library for your reading enjoyment. It’s free and you aren’t charged if you keep beyond 
the due back date.  We smile and are happy you enjoyed and the only thought would be, “Please pick out another”! 
 

Come in and discover all the treasures that are waiting to fill your mind with knowledge and wonder. 
 

God’s peace… 
Vicki DeRoo 

The 5th Annual Isaac C. Hall  
Superhero Blood Drive 

Monday, June 7th   1:00-7:00pm 
   Over the course of Isaac Hall's three-year heroic 
battle with leukemia, he needed well over 100 blood 
and platelet transfusions.  Each one was met with 
bravery and humor.  Blood for Isaac and the numer-
ous other patients in the greater Omaha area comes 
from YOU!  Please help honor Isaac with a smile and 
a donation.  The American Red Cross will be at T!LC 
on Monday, June 7, 2010, from 1 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
to collect as many units of blood as possible.  We 
need blood donors, volunteers for the registration ta-
ble and the canteen area, and donations of baked 
goods to serve the donors.  This is a perfect way to 
praise God for your health and 
help others in need.  Please call 
Shari Teixeira at 339-8226 or 
go to www.givebloodgivelife.org 
to schedule a donation  
appointment. 

WOMEN OF FAITH CONFERENCE 
“IMAGINE” 

August 13 – 14, 2010, Quest Center Omaha. 
 

Special Early Registration Price of $49.50.  
(Regular Price $89.00). 
This includes: 

• Friday, August 13  -  10 am – 3:30 pm;  7 
pm – 9:30 pm. 

• Saturday, August 14 – 9 am – 4 pm.   
*Box lunches included both days. 
 

REGISTER NOW ON NEW ON-LINE SITE:   It’s 
easy.  Visit gps.womenoffaith.com to get 
started.  Select Alene Schlange’s Group.  You 
can pay in full with credit card option or select 
payment options.   Questions:  Contact Alene 
Schlange @292-7470 or  
aleneschlange@yahoo.com 
 

“God can do anything, you know 
– far more than you could ever 
imagine or guess or request in 
your wildest dreams!” Ephesians 
3:20 (MSG) 
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Dates to Remember: 

 
May 1—Men’s & CoEd Softball be-
gins! 
 
May 6—National Day of Prayer 
 
May 11—TLC Golf League begins 
 
May 15 & 16—Confirmation Weekend 
 
May 21-23 Power Surge River Crest Trip 
 
May 23—Sunday School Picnic Celebration/  
 Summer Block Party Kickoff 
 
May 24 to July 30—Kids of the King Summer 
    Day Camp 
 
June 4 & 5—Youth Yard Sale 
 
June 7th—T!LC Blood Drive 1pm-7pm 
 
June 12 & 13—CrossTrek Men’s Retreat 
 
June 21—25 Vacation Bible School 
 
July 3rd—Omaha Royal vs Iowa Cubs,  
 Fireworks show.  Rosenblatt Stadium 
 
July 17th—Project Serve Day 

WOMENS BOOK STUDY 
Women’s Book Study will be held 
at 7:00 PM on Monday, May 10th at 
the Council Bluffs home of Maxine 
Scott. We’ll be meeting at the 
church for a 6:30 PM departure to 
car pool to Maxine’s house.  We’re hoping for a 
good turnout. Maxine has faithfully braved dark win-
ter nights and icy roads to join us for the past three 
years. Let’s show her the road goes both ways. 
We will be studying  “Week Five: My Hope is in the 
Lord,” found on pages 118 through 145 of 
“Stepping Up, a Journey through the Psalms of As-
cent” and viewing Beth Moore’s very interesting 
video on this chapter.  
If you’ve been a regular attendee for this session, 

please call Maxine at 323-8977 or co-hostess 

Diane Heying at 293-1774 to let one of them know 

if you will be unable to attend. Or, if you haven’t 

been coming regularly, or at all, please feel free to 

join us and let Maxine or Diane know. 

Mid Size Community:  A Place for Discipleship 

If you are interested in discovering a 
new type of Christian community that 
is centered around the Biblical princi-
ples of discipleship please go to 

http://tlcmidsize.blogspot.com  
This is a site that we have set up 
specifically for the mid-size commu-
nity.  Or feel free to call hosts Rob 
and Janine Wegner at 293-9060 or 
j9wegner@cox.net  
 

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home 
of Rob and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, 
outreach, and teaching. 

59th Annual National Day of Prayer 
May 6, 2010 

TLC Prayer Chapel will be open all day! 
 

"The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble.   
He cares for those who trust in Him" Nahum 1:7 

 

We should never underestimate the 
power of prayer.  Prayer has been used 
in this country for guidance, protection 
and strength-even before we were a 
nation. The Pilgrims at Plymouth relied 
on prayer during their darkest winters. 
Our founding fathers called for prayer 
during the Constitutional Convention 
because in their eyes, our recently cre-
ated nation and freedoms were a direct 
gift from God. And being a gift from 
God, there was only one way to insure 

protection-through prayer. 
 

Today the need for prayer is as great as ever. Our nation 
faces battlefields every day.  We suffer from an epidemic 
of broken homes, violence, sexual immorality and social 
strife. As the heroes of our nation did in the past, we must 
bow our heads in prayer. We must ask the Lord to bless 
our leaders with wisdom and protection, and that we will 
have the fortitude to overcome the challenges at hand.  
God commands us to be a people of prayer and we en-
courage you to join other Christians in prayer for our na-
tion on May 6, 2010.  Prayer cards and other materials 
will be available in the prayer chapel for your use.  
Thank you for your faithfulness in following God’s 
Commandments.   



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Parish Care/Stephen Ministry:  402.292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 
Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 
Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May , , , 

∗ Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

∗ Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00 

∗ Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge 

∗ Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

∗ Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the        

summer months. 
 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Discipleship Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Pastor of Engagement & Outreach 

Care Ministries Coordinator Vicar Susan Westland 

Worship & Music Coordinator Cheryl Smith 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director Karen Brayfield 

Youth Director   Mark Richards 

Worship & Music Director   Carol Umberger 

Nursery Director   Regina Masek 

Kids of the King Director  Denise Dunn 

Heritage Choir Director  John Hendrickson 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
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