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Dear Friends In Christ, 

Kids Against Hunger - Thanks so much for everyone who participated in our first Kids Against 
Hunger Project. Through a variety of means, including special offerings, we raised over $25,000; 
and on October 23 and 24, over the course of 12 hours, nearly 400 children and adults  
packaged 100,000 meals! These meals will be shipped to an orphanage in Sierra Leone, Africa! 
It was wonderful seeing four year olds working alongside seventy-something year olds. What a 
wonderful experience for such a worthy cause!  
 
Adult Small Groups, Huddles, and Missional Communities? Confused? TLC’s pastors would 
like to invite all adults to a round table discussion on Sunday night, November 7, at 7pm, in the 
Heritage Sanctuary. This is a great opportunity to hear more about the distinct characteristics of 
Small Groups, Huddles and Missional Communities; and the unique strengths and opportunities 
that each can provide. 
 
The 2010 T!LC Nominating Committee is currently receiving names of candidates to serve on 
the Congregation Council, and the 2011 Nominating Committee. If you, or someone you know 
would like to be considered for one of these ministries, please contact one of the members of the 
2010 Committee; Lisa Zaloudek 651-7855, Phil Rowell 291-2401, Tex Teixeira 339-8226, or 
Pastor Glenn Harless 292-2695.  
 
All Saints Sunday is November 7 – All Saints Sunday is the day we remember and give thanks 
for those believers (saints) who have died and gone on before us to heaven. If any of you have 
lost a loved one or close friend in the last year, we invite you to contact the church office so that 
we can include their names in our Messenger the weekend of November 7. In addition, we invite 
you to participate in a candlelight processional during the opening hymns at any of the four  
services that weekend. Simply check in with the ushers at the beginning of the service, and they 
will give you instructions. 
 

 
 
 
 

     Pastor Glenn Harless 
 



 

 

For Care Ministries  
Assistance . .  

During Church 
Office Hours:   

Please call 402.292.2695 

All Other Times:   
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice  
mail number 402.292.7633 and leave 
a message.  You will be contacted by 
a Care Ministries staff person or a 
pastor.  This number is checked four 
to six times daily. 

T ! L C  N O T E S  

T !LC  CARE MINISTRIES  
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Are you in 
need of 
prayer?  James 5:13-16 commands us to 
call for the elders of the church to pray over 
us.  Healing Prayer Team members are 
available in the Prayer Chapel every week-
end immediately following each service. 
You are invited and encouraged to come for 
healing and other personal prayer needs. 

The Power of God in 

Prayer! 
 

“I tell you to believe that you 
have received the things you 
ask for in prayer, and God 
will give them to you.”  
(Mark 11:24 ISB) 

One -to -one Christian care to 
individuals in our congregation 
and community who are facing a 
crisis or life challenge such as 

bereavement, hospitalization, a terminal illness.  
We also provide care to those who are sepa-
rated, divorced, unemployed, relocated, or who 
are experiencing a significant trial or storm in 
their lives.  
 

For information, call Vicar Susan Westland, 
Parish Care Ministry Coordinator at  
402-292-2695. 

Stephen Ministry 
God’s Love In Action 

Going Home – Vicar Susan Westland 
1
 Jesus said, "Don't let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust 

in me. 
2 
There are many rooms in my Father's house; I would not tell 

you this if it were not true. I am going there to prepare a place for you.
3
 

After I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me so that you may be where I am. 

4
 You know the way to the 

place where I am going." 
 
 (John 14:1-4 NIV) 

 

Have you ever been lost and alone?  I have.  A few weeks ago when 
my stepfather died, I found myself feeling very alone and far away from 
home. My son Josiah and I made a 40 hour trek to the funeral.  On the 
way to Montana, we stopped at the cemetery in May, Idaho where 

many of my relatives are buried.  It had been thirteen years since I had last been there to visit and 
on this blustery morning I stood looking out over the graves of my mother, grandfather, aunts, and 
uncles..  Across the way was the grandeur of the Pahsimeroi Valley, the Sawtooth Mountains and 
the Salmon/Challis National Forest where my family settled as they headed west from New York in 
the 1800’s.  ―If there is anyplace I call home, it is here.‖ I said to Josiah.  ―This is where my heart 
yearns to be when I am filled with pain and need to go home.‖   
 

Often we become more reflective during times of grieving and for me the past few weeks have been 
filled with memories of my past.  As I have thought more about the comment I made that day in the 
cemetery, I wondered if Idaho is really the place my sorrowful heart yearns to be.  When I read the 
words of John 14:1-4, I realize Idaho may be a physical place I call home, but my ―Father’s house‖ 
is the home where my heart truly needs to be when I am troubled.   
 

Jesus speaks these words of comfort to his disciples from the upper room prior to their trip to the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  They are sorrowful and their hearts were troubled as they listened to the 
predictions of Christ’s death.  In his confusion Thomas asks what some of us want to know ..."Lord, 
we don't know where you are going. So how can we know the way?" (vs. 5)  I feel Thomas’s anxiety 
when I am lost and I need my Savior who reminds me of his truth which teaches us that Jesus is the 
remedy for our troubled hearts.  In verse one Jesus says to us, "Don't let your hearts be troubled.‖  
He counsels us to ―Trust in God, and trust in me.‖  In verse six he further explains, ―I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life.‖ 
 

Is your heart troubled?  Are you burdened?   Are you lost?  Even as believers there are times when 
we feel alone and in need of our Savior to come to us and remind us that he heals our troubled 
hearts.  If you are in need of the healing touch of your Savior I encourage you to cry out to him in 
prayer and receive the assurance that our Savior is coming again to bring us home to our Father’s 
house.      
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T!LC Health Ministries 

T!LC Health Ministries Team would like to keep you updated on current health-related topics.  If you have any questions or would like 

to have specific health concerns addressed, please contact us at 292-2695, or care@thanks-giving.org. 

T ! L C  N O T E S  

Polypharmacy (Too many medications) 
 

Polypharmacy is the unwanted duplication of drugs, which is a very serious problem in today’s  
medical environment.  Polypharmacy may result in adverse drug events and problematic medication 
side effects.  This occurs commonly in patients who go to multiple care providers or pharmacies. 
 

Polypharmacy literally means ―many drugs.‖  It is generally defined by the regular use of 5 or more 
medications. This includes use of over-the-counter and herbal medications. The elderly commonly 
use more than 5 medications because of numerous ailments including cardiovascular disease,  
arthritis, stomach problems and bladder dysfunction, which are the highest cost medical conditions 
in our society. 
 

The elderly (over age 65) compose 12% of the population, but consume 32% of all prescriptions.  
The average American Senior spends over $670 per year for medication. 
 

Polypharmacy leads to: 
more adverse drug reactions 
decrease adherence to drug regimens 
poor quality of life 
unwanted symptoms 
unnecessary expense 

 

The most consistent risk factor for adverse drug reactions is the number of drugs being taken.  The 
risk of adverse reactions rises exponentially as the number of drugs increases. 
 

Many factors contribute to excessive drug use.  The most important factor is the use of multiple 
medical providers.  One pharmacy should be used on a consistent basis as well to avoid duplication 
of treatment plans. 
 

Other tips for preventing polypharmacy: 
Always read drug labels.  They may tip you off to possible drug interactions. 
Use only one pharmacy to fill prescriptions. 
Learn your medications by name and what they are for. 
Make a list of all your medication including pill strength and dose, as well as herbal products,   
vitamins and supplements.  This should be updated after every provider visit. 
Carry your medication list everywhere.  Bring it to your office visit. 
Ask your primary caregiver or pharmacist to run your medication list through a drug interactions 
database to identify possible problems.  This is especially important if you are on 5 or more  
medications. 
Avoid combination products, such as cold formulas. 
Never take a new drug without asking your pharmacist about interactions. 
Get familiar with your medication.  Learn about them from your physician or pharmacist.  Don't 
always trust the Internet, much of the information available on line is from questionable sources. 
Most importantly, take responsibility for your health by learning about your medication.  Make all 
effort to decrease the number of medications consumed to 5 or less to minimize the risk of side 
effects and interactions.  Nothing takes the place of regular, daily physical activity and good    
dietary habits! 

 

Please contact the T!LC Care Ministries team if you have any questions. 
 



 

 

T ! L C  N O T E S  P A G E  4  

MISSION MOMENTS 
from Pastor David 

Mission.  What is our mission statement by the way?  Our mission is to reach out 
and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

Project Serve Day is set for  
Saturday, November 13.  

  

No matter where you are in your faith life, 
Project Serve Day is a great opportunity 
to choose a service project and partner 
with our T!LC family to step out and 
serve.  If you are a bit reluctant to step 
out and serve, you aren’t alone.  I often 
feel ill-equipped to take on what it seems 
God is calling me to do.  But a peek at 
history shows that, thankfully, God does 
not wait until we think we are ready to 
call us into action.  For example, the  

Bible recounts when God called Moses to lead the slaves 
of Egypt to freedom.  Did Moses step right up and say, 
―Yes, Lord, I can do it??‖  Well, not quite. In fact, Moses 
tried real hard to convince God to choose someone 
else.  You see, Moses lacked self-confidence, was not a 
great communicator, and was so down-right scared that he 
pleaded with God not to choose him.  But God stuck to his 
plan, and instead equipped Moses with everything he 
needed to lead the people.  I know it sounds like a cliché 
but it really is true: God does not call the equipped, but he 
does equip those he calls.  So sign up for a Serve Day  
project (bring your family and friends too!) and trust God 
that he will take what you can do and use your efforts to 
carry out his plan!!!     

The T!LC Benevolence Committee has been exploring organizations  we 
previously supported through the Evangelical Lutheran Church of  
America to determine where best to invest your gifts.  I’m happy to tell 
you that one of the organizations we selected is Lutheran Family  
Services of Nebraska.  You see, T!LC and LFS have much in common, 
to include placing tremendous value on children.  Sadly, many children in 
our own metro area are not afforded the opportunity to have a healthy 
family life and a good education.  In response, LFS has opened a Center 
for Healthy Families at 30th and Lake St, in one of the most distressed 
areas of Omaha, to provide early intervention and prevention for parents 
with children prenatal to 5 years old.  Your benevolence is helping the 

Center provide parenting education classes, mental health therapy, and a healthy incentive program to  
provide necessary baby and toddler items.  In early October I had the honor of presenting the first of two  
T!LC gifts of $5,000 for 2010 to LFS for carrying out the Center’s mission.  Together we are working to break 
the cycle of poverty and violence, all while showing God’s love for all people.  Thank you!!!  

Outlive your Christmas! 
Donate new toys for  
infant to 5 year olds to 
help Lutheran Family 
Services Center for 
Healthy Families bring 
Christmas to North 
Omaha children.  There’s 
one catch - we need your 

gifts (as well as wrapping paper, ribbon and 
tape) as soon as possible so we can wrap the 
gifts during Project Serve Day on November 
13th! Put your gifts in the drop box in the 
Lobby.  Thank you for helping make Christmas 
special for our North Omaha  
families! 

Gift Baskets for People in Need 

Calling all small groups, families, and individuals 

T!LC is blessed again this year to be participating in 

the Christmas/Food Basket program.  Would you, 

your family or small group like to adopt a family or 

individual in need?   

Please contact Vicar Susan  

Westland at: 

susan.westland@thanks-givng.org 

or call the church office at  

292-2695 for more information. 
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Kids Against Hunger 
 

Way to go Thanksgiving!!   
 

Out of the goodness of your heart 
came $25,000 to purchase 100,000 
meals for hungry and starving chil-
dren in Sierra Leone.  On Oct 23 & 24, 400 people will 
give of their time to package those meals.  Thank you 
Lord for helping us to recognize the need and to use 
the gifts You have given us to help. 
 

With the Lord’s guidance, your ideas and your hard 
work helped to get this accomplished.  Thanks to all 
who have done their part to help.  We hope to make 
this an annual event, so start thinking about what we 
can do next year and start saving those quarters and 
those garage sale items, and, most of all, keep up that 
wonderful spirit that God has given us for this project.  
Keep your thoughts on those children who so  
desperately need help from others.  Thanks again! 

 
 
 

Are you a stay-at-home mom or dad? 

Are you a working parent and have Thursday mornings off? 

Would you enjoy some Christian fellowship with other parents? 
 

If so, then Parents At Home is for you! 
 

Parents At Home is a group of parents that meets weekly to ―encourage 
and build up one another‖ (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  Our mission is to 
provide Christian support for parents in our church and community, 
through fellowship, prayer, worship and service.  We invite any  
interested moms and dads to join us… 
 

When do we meet?  Thursday mornings from 9:00-11:00 a.m. when 
Bellevue Public Schools are in session (August 19, 2010 through  
mid-May).  
 

Where do we meet?  Come to the Chain Reaction Room at  
Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church’s South Campus Building (next to T!LC 
Preschool, facing 36

th
 Street).  

 

What do we do?  Each week we have a different class or activity 
planned.  Some classes are taught by group participants while other 
times we invite guest speakers.  Once a month we enjoy a Bible study 
and discussion. 
 

What about the little ones?  Your children are welcome to stay in the 
well-staffed nursery in the main church building.  We also offer a  
preschool enrichment program designed for 4 & 5 year olds. 
 

How can I find out more?  For more information please call Joy Lee at 
402-953-1508 or Dana Clow at 402-292-1870. 
 

 

Did you know….. 
 

You can receive this  

newsletter publication via 

email??  If you would like 

to begin to receive the Newsletter via 

email in place of your mailed copy 

send your name and email address to 

sara@thanks-giving.org.  You can also 

read it on our website at: 
 

www.thanks-giving.org/newsletters 

Coffee and Chocolate Lovers 

Fair Trade/Equal Exchange has 

been a part of T!LC for 3 years!  

We thank you for your support! 

 

Volunteers are needed to take over 

this ministry.  Selling is done on the 

2nd Sunday of each month.  Duties 

include: 

Display and Selling 

Proceed Deposit 

Ordering Supplies 

Pricing  

 

Contact Linda Christensen for more 

details or if you are interested in  

helping with this ministry. 
 

antiquarylc@cox.net  
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UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 

Monthly Stewardship 
Through the month of September 2010 
our expenses were 0.43% above plan 
and weekly contributions were 3.01% 
above plan and other revenue was 
8.19% below plan which resulted in a 
negative cash flow of $63,655 through 
September on a plan of a negative 
$70,055.  Thank you for your faithful 
financial stewardship. 
 
2011 Stewardship Campaign 
Thank you to everyone who has return 
an estimate of giving card indicating 
your financial support our vision of  
discipleship for 2011.  Contributions to 
T!LC’s general operating fund support 
a number of ministries that are Trans-
forming Lives in Christ.  If you have not 
yet returned an estimate of giving card 
please consider setting aside time to 
be in earnest prayer to discern how 
God is calling each of us to be in 
Covenant relationship to build the 
Kingdom and then return your estimate 
of giving in the offering plate, drop it off 
at the church office, or mail it back to 
the church. Consider stepping out in 
faith and increasing your contributions 
by 1% of your household income and if 

you are already tithing (10% of your 
household income) consider stepping 
out in faith beyond the tithe. 
 
Building Fund 
The capital campaign (Building Fund) 
launched May 1, 2010.  Estimates of 
giving received were; 148 estimates of 
giving for $317,122 over a 2-year pe-
riod.  Our goal was $500,000.  Actual 
Contributions received through Sep-
tember 2010 were $80,737 or 25.5% of 
the estimates of giving. 
 
Two projects are already complete; we 
have replaced the original roof at the 
South Campus facility and upgraded 
our phone system.  The next project is 
to construct a church sign on the cor-
ner of 36

th
 St and Hwy 370 to replace 

the original sign that was damaged last 
year. We plan to have this completed 
by the end of this year. 
 
Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the ability 
to receive electronic funds transfers 
(EFT) through a program called Simply 
Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe and 
reliable electronic funds transfer  

program sponsored by Thrivent  
Financial for Lutherans.  Check out 
our website for a link to enroll in Sim-
ply Giving. To enroll go to our website 
(www.thanks-giving.org) and click on 
Simply Giving under the member 
quick links at the top of the home 
page. You can also contact our Sim-
ply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carl-
son at the church office at 292-2695 
or harold@thanks-giving.org for more 
information about the Simply Giving 
program. 
 
Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you know, 
have a reliable automobile that could 
be donate to T!LC?  We continue to 
receive requests from families in need 
of reliable transportation.  Please con-
tact Harold Carlson at the church of-
fice for more information. 
 
If you have any questions, comments 
or concerns please feel free to e-mail 
me at harold.carlson@thanks-
giving.org, call me at the church or 
stop by my office. 

BLOOD DRIVE HELP NEEDED 

Are you looking for a way to help with a worthwhile ministry?  Our T!LC Blood drives 

provide over 250 units of blood for our area each year!  We are in need of a few folks 

to be part of a committee to coordinate the 4 blood drives held at T!LC each year.  

This ministry involves only a few hours of time calling donors to schedule appoint-

ments, calling to remind donors, and being on hand at the blood drives.  If we have 

several people involved, we can share the responsibilities.  Supporting blood donation 

is a very worthy cause—and easy to coordinate.  Please consider helping with this ministry at  

T!LC.   
 

Please call Shari Teixeira at 339-8226 to get details on how you can help. 

 

Don’t forget the next  

TLC Blood Drive is  

November 8th from 1-7pm! 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/
mailto:harold@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
mailto:harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org
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On Wednesday nights, you will find me at AWANA.  I have a lot of fun sharing with the kids as a ―Game Guy‖.  

I didn’t always share my God given talents with others.  In fact, there was a time when you couldn’t see a 

spiritual direction or gift in me; at least, I didn’t see any in myself.   
 

CHURCH WAS JUST WHAT WE DID 
As a child, I went to church every Sunday because my parents expected me to go. Even though I sat through 

church for years, I never really knew God or had a relationship with Him.  But in my teens, I attended a church 

retreat and gave my life to God. In my senior year, however, I began to stray. I am not proud of the person I 

became when I began to live the prodigal life.  I lived my life based on myself and my desires.   

 

Immediately after graduation, I left home for Air Force basic training.  I was in the Air Force for several years 

when I married.  My wife and I didn’t know God; He was not a driving factor in our relationship.  I was still  

operating in the ―me‖ mode focused on what I wanted, the way I wanted it, and when I wanted it.  This led to a 

rocky marital relationship that was on the brink of divorce.   

 

Eventually, my wife turned to God.  At first, I was not receptive because I was still living for myself, and her 

change of heart created even more tension between us.  I tried to make things better in my own power, and it 

didn’t seem to work which led me to frustration and depression.  I was ashamed of things in my past that I felt 

were unforgiveable.  The enemy had control over me; I fought Jesus’ call at every turn.  The further I strayed 

from Jesus, the less I realized how far I had gotten away.  Each little step didn’t seem that far until I realized 

that altogether they measured a great distance from God’s call on my life. 
 

A TRANSFORMING MOMENT 
By the grace of God, my wife and I joined T!LC in 2000.  Through my involvement in a two year growth group, 

I came to understand the difference between the path I was on and the one that God wanted for me.    

   

In January of 2005, my wife and I attended Hope Force weekend training.  The purpose was to teach first  

responders how to provide spiritual and emotional care to victims in natural disasters.  During that weekend, I 

experienced a miraculous moment with God.   I still wore a mask and did not wholeheartedly desire change, 

but I issued a challenge to Jesus and said, ―Meet me here this weekend!  If this weekend is the same as any 

other, then forget it!  But if you will meet me here, I will follow.‖  God spoke to me in words of prophesy and 

prayers through a training instructor.  The instructor spoke of things that only God could have known.  God 

told me to repent and that He would help me be the man He wanted me to be.  Instantly, I felt Jesus’ call in 

my heart.  It was the first time I realized how real the Holy Spirit was, and I submitted.  It was like I was made 

anew, and was experiencing the first day of my life with a clean slate.  Things changed for me as I began to 

walk out my life as a Christian.  I had to deal with the hurtful things I had done in the past. Gradually,  

scriptures came alive and I learned to recognize attacks from the enemy. 
 

GIVING THANKS 
My story reminds of the lepers in Matthew 8:1-2.  Like the lepers standing on the outskirts of the village but 

not be allowed to enter, I felt like an outcast.  My life, and the way I lived it, was like a disease.  It infected my 

very being and kept me from following God’s path.  After God transformed me, I felt like the leper who  

returned to thank Jesus after he had been healed in Luke 17:11.  I give thanks to God for his healing touch in 

my life, marriage, and family.  If my story can help even one person, I am happy to share it for the glory of 

God.   

The Life of Discipleship:   Walking in the Covenant, building the Kingdom 

A Walk With God 

A Testimony by Rob Wegner 

Written by Pat Meyer 
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YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWSLETTER 

FROM CONNIE……… 

Growing In God 
 

Whenever November rolls around we begin thinking about all the blessings we are thankful for.  We sometimes 

forget that being thankful should not be a seasonal activity, instead, God tells us to be thankful always. 

 

You will always give thanks for everything to God,  the  Father  in the  name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Ephesians. 5:20 

 

One of the many, many things I am thankful for is laughter. It may seem like a small thing to be thankful for, but 

sometimes a good laugh can just make your day. I love to laugh: often and sometimes loudly. When working 

with children, it is hard to not laugh when it might hurt a child’s feelings.  A few weeks back in Sunday school I 

had to use great restraint.  All the children were sitting in front of me and we were discussing the weekly Bible 

verse and lesson. One young child answered a question correctly. I praised him and told him to ―kiss his brain‖. 

I kissed my fingers and tapped my head to show him how.  He looked at me and said. ―I can’t. My mom says I 

am not allowed to kiss at school!‖ During my years of teaching, I have learned, never, ever disagree with a 

mom’s rule about kissing. (Wouldn’t you like to know the ―rest of the story?‖) 
 

In Sunday school we have been talking about being thankful that we are able to help others.  Through our 

weekly offering over $165.00 was raised for Kids against Hunger! Way to go kids! 
 

We are currently collecting children’s hats, gloves and mittens for the Open Door Mission.  We would love to 

have you help us with this. 

 

 

Mark your Calendars 

November 27th and 28th (Weekend of Thanksgiving) we will not have Saturday Night Kidz Church or Sunday 

school.  Instead join us as a family on November 28th   for a Family Funday Sunday Open House in the lower 

level from 9-12:45. There will be crafts, snacks and suggestions about celebrating Advent. 

Sunday, December 12th is the Christmas Program. We encourage Sunday School children to stay  that  

morning and participate in both the 9:30 and the 11:00  performance. 

 

 If your child would like a speaking or non-speaking part in the drama aspect, please contact Janine Wegner, 
j9wegner@cox.net.  Power surge students are welcome also.   To participate in this, students will be required 
to attend the following practices: 
 
Thursday, Nov.11  6:30-8:00 

Thursday, Dec. 2  6:30-8:00 

Saturday, Dec. 4    9-11am 

 

Sunday School Director: Connie Barnhart    ■   childmin@thanks-giving.org    ■   402.292.2695 

mailto:j9wegner@cox.net


 

 

 

11/03/10 Goofy Looks Night Wear a Pair of Goofy Glasses 

11/10/10 A Tisket A Tasket Bring a Basket for Games 

11/17/10 Coin Drive We Will Award All the Money Raised for Desert Ministries 

11/24/10 NO CLUB Thanksgiving Week 

Theme Nights for November 

Is it too early to think about Christmas?  Our Awana Club is looking for contributions of merchandise to stock the 
shelves of our Awana store which takes place on December 8

th
 this year.  Our clubbers have been working hard since 

August to earn Awana shares each night.  During our Awana Store clubbers have the opportunity to do some shopping for 
their family, their friends, and themselves.  Donations of inexpensive items that would be good gifts for all ages would be 
greatly appreciated.  Items can be dropped off on any Wednesday night at Awana Club or left at the Welcome Desk on 
Sunday morning.  And don’t worry about being too early – we have already received some items, and the more time we 
have to mark all the items the easier it will be to have a smooth running store that will bless and encourage our Clubbers! 
 

Check out our website at thanks-giving.org under the Kids/Youth tab and then come join us on Wednesday night!   
Check-in begins at 6:15 p.m. and Club runs from 6:30 to 8:00. 

 
Questions? Contact Barb Kotila, Awana Director, at 402.957.5008 or awana@thanks-giving.org 

 
Our Spotlight for November  

is our Sparks Club 
 

Sparks Club is specially designed for boys and girls in Kindergarten through 2
nd

 grade. At this age children have lots of 
questions about everything; the when, where and what of events, places and people.  Sparks Clubbers enjoy moving 
between three sessions each evening. They begin with the most popular time of the evening as they compete in age 
appropriate, high energy team and individual games played on the Awana Game Square (Game Time).  Then they 
move to working individually with their leader, reciting memory work they have learned at home, and demonstrating 
comprehension of the material (Handbook Time). They end their evening with Bible-based instruction, testimonies,   
music and prayer (Council Time).   

Sparks Club is firmly grounded in Scripture. The three handbooks (HangGlider, WingRunner and SkyStormer) feature 
basic truths about God, Jesus Christ, salvation and the Bible. They include a clear and consistent presentation of the 
gospel message with an increased emphasis on Scripture memorization over the preschool materials. In three years, a 
Sparks clubber will learn and review over 160 verses, helping them to establish a foundation of biblical wisdom.  
  
It is very exciting and rewarding to see young children memorize Scripture 
and begin to understand the truths in God's Word.  Many parents are 
amazed at how their children are able to remember verses, but it does take 
help at home.  The best way to help your children is to encourage them as 
they memorize their Scripture verses.  This could include helping them 
read the words, explaining the meaning of the verse, breaking down the 
verse into smaller sections and listening as they   recite.  It only takes a few minutes each day, but the rewards for both 
parents and children will last well beyond Awana.  
 
Look for the December Spotlight on our T&T Club! 

http://www.thanks-giving.org
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Often when we talk about Thanksgiving, we think about being grateful or recognizing 

the good things we have. That pondering alone should lead us to obvious questions, 

―Grateful to Whom?‖ Are we grateful to ourselves for working really hard or grateful 

to our parents for providing us with love or grateful to our church for taking care of 

us? Where do all of these good things that we are grateful for come from?   

 

All Good Things Come from God 

Psalm 23 declares, ―Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil for you are with me….Surely goodness and love will follow me all of 

the days of my life.‖  Romans 8:28 makes an even greater promise: ―And we know 

that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those 

who are called according to His purpose.” Scriptures show that it is God that  

provides all goodness in this world. 

 

History of Thanksgiving 

So what about Thanksgiving? Is it a celebration of gratitude in general or the  

goodness of God? Indeed, the original intent of National Thanksgiving celebrations 

were to give thanks to God. On January 1, 1795, our first United States President, 

George Washington, wrote his famed National Thanksgiving Proclamation, in which 

he says that it is"…our duty as a people, with devout reverence and affectionate 

gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obligations to Almighty God, and 

to implore Him to continue is… our duty as a people, with devout reverence 

and affectionate gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obligations to 

Almighty God, and to implore Him to continue and confirm the blessings we 

experienced…"  

 

Keep in mind that the first Thanksgiving celebration with the Pilgrims was in 1623. 

By the time George Washington wrote these words, our nation had been celebrating 

Thanksgiving for over 150 as a way of expressing thankfulness to God for his  

provisions. On Oct 3, 1863, Abraham Lincoln declared  an annual National Day of 

Thanksgiving on the last Thursday in November ―as a day of Thanksgiving and 

Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens." 

 

This Thanksgiving, let us be intentional with our families about recognizing who  

provides us with the good things that we are thankful for. Spend some time as a  

family talking about what God has done in each person’s life in the last year and lift 

him up in praise for those blessings. 

Mark Your              

Calendars!  

Sunday,  Nov 28  The Intention of Thanksgiving  

Family Matters 

November 2010 

Family FunDay  

Sunday  

Advent Open House 

Join us 

Sunday, 

Nov 28 in 

the Lower 

Level  

Gathering 

Room any time between 

9am-12:30 for an open 

house-style event de-

signed to equip families to 

celebrate the real reason for 

the season– the birth of  

Jesus. 

There will be food, crafts 

and activities to do at your 

own pace for all ages.  

Additionally, we will provide 

a handout with a multitude 

of ideas on how to celebrate 

the season of Advent and 

keep Christ in Christmas. 

We look forward to seeing 

you that morning.  

 

Reminder, there will be no 

Sunday School or Kidz 

Church that weekend. 

 



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 

It’s Your Library! 

November 2010 

 

Here we are approaching the end of another year with the setting of our clocks back and -adjusting to 
the sun setting at an earlier time. With this in mind and the approach of our Christmas season, I will be 
featuring spiritual as well as devotional books on the book cart for the thanksgiving season mid  

November. Towards the end of the month, advent books will also join this group. These are only a sampling of what is 
available in the library so set aside time to come in and take a look all the options you have in helping prepare for the  
upcoming holiday season.  
 

The library at this time has an abundance of new books to read and we are continually processing and highlighting titles, 
authors and giving a brief overview in the monthly Library Corner newsletter. Once again, some of the books that were 
donated for the book sale have ended up on the shelves as they have made wonderful additions to our own library as 
other books were moved out. Our annual October book sale, I am happy to report, as I write this looks to be another year 
of huge selective items for your self or as gifts. A recap will be in the Dec. 2010 newsletter.  Thank you to all who  
contributed books, DVD, VHS and CD’s.  
 

Every Time I Turn Around I Catch a Glimpse of God by Barb Boswell 
If you’ve read ―Every Time I Turn Around I Bump into God‖ you will love this book. She shares her own glimpses 
of God and what’s she’s learned from each.  

Sharing, Sharing, Sharing, Sharing God’s Love by Rosalind Rinker and Harry C. Griffith 
―This book is not a ―Methods‖ book; it does not tell how to become a street-corner evangelist. It encourages the 
development of life style – an openness, an attitude, a willingness – of sharing God’s love with those persons with 
whom one comes into contact. Stressing the need to listen to others and to know how to bring Christ into a  
conversation in a meaningful way: is just part of what you’ll discover in this book.‖  

So You’re Getting Married, by H.Norman Wright  
 ―The keys to building a strong, lasting relationship. Prepare for a marriage that last a lifetime‖  
Love Someone Today by Delilah 

―Based on Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 read and discover how it works  See that we all have the power to bring love and 
light into our life.‖  

Footprints for Men  by Margaret Fishback Powers 
 ―Scripture with reflections inspired by the Poem Footprints‖  
Inspiring Words from the Psalms for Couples by Philip A Barnhart 

―God’s Gift of Endless Love, Joy and Encouragement for couples no matter what the age or length of marriage.‖ 
Hero’s of the Faith: D.L. Moody, The American Evangelist by Bonnie C. Harvey 
 ―Dwight L Moody could be called the Billy Graham of his generation. This 204 page biography  
 lets us into the life of Moody and all that he accomplished in his lifetime. ― 
As Silver Refined by Kay Arthur 
 ―Learning to Embrace Life’s Disappointments.‖ 
The Rest of God by Mark Buchanan 
 Restoring your soul by restoring Sabbath.  
Fire by Night by Lynn Austin‖ 

―One deceived by a life of wealth and ease, the other desperate to flee her true identity in a land shattered by the 
civil war, unlikely heroes test the limits of their strength and discover that love has a meaning far beyond their 
imagination. ― 

Until We Reach Home by Lynn Austin 
―Only in crossing a seemingly endless ocean, will these sisters find the true meaning of love, faith and home.‖  

Supernatural Communication by Rachel Hickson 
 ―How to pray with power and authority.‖ 
 

 More books for the Christmas season will be on the book cart the entire month of December and interchanged with the 
main Christmas shelf in the library. Make sure you check these out for  informative reading as well as entertaining stories 
during this special season of the church year.   
 
 Until next month, God’s peace to all.  
 Vicki DeRoo 
 

P A G E  8  T ! L C  N O T E S  



 

 

T ! L C  N O T E S  P A G E  9  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC NOTES 

As many of you know, our Heritage choir director, John Hendrickson, resigned in August. We are grateful to 

John for his years of service and wish him and his family all the best. Our organist, Joe Reed has been lead-

ing the choir while we discerned the best way to move forward. Our desire is to combine the responsibilities 

of the choir director with those of the Heritage Director in order to allow for improved communication, better 

flow of authority and responsibility, and better implementation of the pastors' vision for worship. Combining 

the two positions creates a 10-15 hour a week job and requires someone with both musical and management 

abilities. We feel strongly that we must not rush to fill this position—it will take time and effort to find the right 

person. 

Joe has been doing a wonderful job with the choir, but the added workload is difficult for him to maintain. It 

seems best that we name someone else as an interim choir director for the remainder of the choir season, ie 

until May. Our current Heritage Director, Carol Umberger, has experience both in music and management 

and we are pleased to announce that she has agreed to be the interim choir director.  We are still prayerfully 

discerning the way forward from here and by next spring we feel we will be in a better position to search for a 

permanent candidate for the position. 

 
The Heritage choir is looking for singers—contact Carol at the church office for details. 

 

 

In other worship and music news, we are in need of someone to head up the Altar Guild. After many 

years of excellent service, Kate Bischoff has stepped down. The members of the guild are the unsung 

workers behind the scenes who make sure the candles are filled with oil, the paraments are changed,  

 and that communion supplies are on hand and set up. Teams are in place to do the work—the guild 

 leader provides oversight and training. If you are detail oriented and enjoy the gift of hospitality,  

 please contact Cheryl Smith at the church office. 

 

  Mark your calendars for these worship and music events: 

  Oct 28—Cantata rehearsals begin at 8:00pm in the Heritage Sanctuary 

  Nov 13—Decorate the church/Serve Day 

  Nov 21—Thanksgiving Prayer Service 

 Nov 28—First Sunday in Advent 

 Dec 5—Community Christmas Carol Sing at Calvary Christian 2-4pm 

 Dec 12—Annual Ring and Sing with Joyful Noise Bell Choir 

 Dec 18-19—Christmas Cantata at all services 

 

 

 

 

 

A note of Thanks to those who expressed 

their Sympathy with thoughts, prayers 

and cards during the loss of my Pop,  

Siebo Onnen, Sept. 21, 2010.   

Johann & Kathy Onnen  

FREE CONCERT 
CELEBRATE VETERANS DAY 

 
Celebrate our veterans at a free 
patriotic concert on Saturday, 
November 6th at 2pm in the  
T!LC Family Life Center. The 
concert features the River City 
Ringers Handbell Choir,  
Command Performance  
Barbershop Chorus, and Leonard Lawrence Bell Choir.   
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 Creating Connections  

Plan your Lenten journey for next year now!  From Jesus birth in Bethlehem to 
the empty garden tomb, join us.  For more information  

call Pastor David at 292-2695,  
or e-mail Pastor David at pastordavid@thanks-giving.org. 

Several 3rd graders and their families, 28 to be exact, received Bibles on October 31st.  It 

was an exciting day.  The Bible helps to connect us to the heart and mind of God.  In it 

you can find out about God’s character, God’s faithfulness, God’s grace, and God’s truth. 
 

Our challenge on that Sunday was from Deuteronomy 6.  It says that we should even put 

the word of God on our doors and on our foreheads.  In other words, put it everywhere, 

take it everywhere, and you can even hide it in your heart. 
 

All of us are called to study the word.  It will connect each of us to the mind and heart of God like never before. 
 

Here are three opportunities to learn more: 
 

Join Dan and Lisa Zaloudek’s Bible study on Wednesday night, from 6:30-8pm.  They have just begun 

to study Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 

If you are a child, sign up for AWANA or Sunday school on Sunday, Kidz church on Saturday night.  

Adults can come too and shepherd. 

Write Bible verses on note cards and put them everywhere in your house.  It will be a fun family activity 

and remind you of God’s word everywhere you go. 

Keep Communicating with Your Teachers 
during the Holiday Season!!! 

 

It’s already getting to be 
that crazy time of year. 
The holidays are fast  
approaching, and there is 
so much we want to  
accomplish to make 

those days special. School kids’ schedules are 
likely maxed out, with homework, sports, church  
activities, jobs, social events (did I miss  
something?). And then there is your own job, 
housework, church activities, family events, staying 
healthy (seriously, do we have to fit that in 
too?).  Let’s face it – it can just be  
overwhelming.  For our school teachers it is  
especially trying to balance all of their family  
activities and strive to educate our children in the 
midst of the holiday swirl.  With so much going on, 
it is especially important your teachers know you 
are still right there partnering, supporting, and  
praying with and for them. Send these teachers a 
note of encouragement and prayer, maybe send 
them a small gift, or try to find a day to be a  
chaperone on a school trip (and no, I’m not  
crazy – it really can be fun!).   And there is a great 
benefit from your efforts – a positive parent-teacher 
relationship improves your child’s attitude at school 
and relationship with the teacher!      

Prayer for 

Schools 

 
THANKSKI  XVIII  

There are a few spaces open for the Thankski  
XVIII trip to Colorado, Jan 22 – 26, 2011. 

Don’t miss this opportunity for winter fun and  
fellowship. 

 
 

MORE INFORMATION:  
 

Call Ron Wink, 292-1012, ronwink50@msn.com 

mailto:pastordavid@thanks-giving.org
mailto:ronwink50@msn.com
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Dates to Remember: 
 

 

 

Nov 2  Election Day 

 

Nov 6  Bells Concert in the FLC 

 

Nov 7   Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 Remember to ―Fall Back‖ an hour! 

 

Nov 7  Missional Communities Informational meeting 

 

Nov 8    T!LC Blood Drive from 1-7pm 

 

Nov 13   Project Serve Day 

 

Nov 24  No Wednesday Evening Activities 

 

Nov 25—26     Thanksgiving Holiday 

  TLC Offices Closed 

 

Nov 27-28  Children’s Ministry Family Funday!   

       No Kidz Church or Sunday School 

 

Dec 12   Children’s Ministry Christmas Program 

 

Dec 18 & 19   TLC’s Cantata at all services 

 

Dec 24   Christmas Eve Services 

   3pm, 5pm, 7pm, 9pm. 11pm 

 

Dec 25    Merry Christmas 

  

 

Dec 27    T!LC Offices Closed 

Mid Size Community:  A Place for  

Discipleship 
If you are interested in discovering a new type 

of Christian community that is centered around 

the Biblical principles of discipleship please go 

to http://tlcmidsize.blogspot.com  This is a 

site that we have set up specifically for the mid-size commu-

nity.  Or feel free to call hosts Rob and Janine Wegner at 

293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net  
 

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob 

and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and 

teaching. 

Weekly updates on events 

and church happenings are 

located on our website!   

Registration for several 

events are available!  Check it 

out at:  

www.thanks-giving.org  

Women’s Book Study will be 

held at 7:00 PM on Monday, 

November 8th at the Quail 

Creek home of Corliss Bunas 

at 4219 Bob White Circle. To 

reach the Bunas home from 

the church, take 39th Street 

(the street west of the SAC Credit Union) south to 

Coffee Avenue. Turn right and continue up the hill 

(now Quail Drive). Once you’re up the hill, take the 

second left which is Bob White Circle. (Watch 

street signs only on the left; street names on the 

right are different.) Corliss’ home is the second on 

the right. 

 

Our ―homework‖ will be Week 3 (pages 55 – 77) in 

the Jesus the One and Only workbook and we will 

complete the worksheet on page 77 as we view 

the video series. 

 

Corliss works very hard to have her home deco-

rated for Christmas at this meeting and we always 

enjoy the delicious treats provided by co-hostess, 

Lynn Erickson. We do not meet in December so 

this is a great time for a pre-Christmas get to-

gether at a relaxed pace. 

 

Call Corliss (293-1891) or Lynn (293-1174) if you 

have any questions or are unable to attend. It is 

NEVER too late to join the group and we look for-

ward to seeing everyone. Do remember this is a 

―scent-free‖ evening. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: thanks@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Parish Care/Stephen Ministry:  402.292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation!  Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation!  Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May , , , 

Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

Sunday School-Youth & Adult 9:30 and 11:00 

Wednesday Night Awana & Power Surge 

Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

Various Jr. & Sr. High Activities are held throughout the        

summer months. 
 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Pastor of  Congregational Ministries 

Care Ministries Coordinator Vicar Susan Westland 

Worship & Music Coordinator Cheryl Smith 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Childrenõs Ministry Director Connie Barnhart 

Awana Director   Barb Kotila 

Youth Director   Mark Richards 

Youth Director   Andrew Mather 

Worship & Music Director   Carol Umberger 

Nursery Director   Regina Neemann 

Kids of the King Director  Denise Dunn 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
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