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Dear Friends In Christ, 

Sabbatical – Let me begin by saying that Suzanne and I had a wonderful experience on my sabbatical in 
June and July! Sabbaticals are an extended time away from the congregation for rest, travel, and study; and 
are a very important opportunity that congregations provide for their pastors to be renewed and refreshed. 
We were extraordinarily blessed to be able to spend so much time together, and it was especially helpful to 
be able to discuss, study, and experience together the lifestyle of discipleship that is at the very heart of our 
strategic initiative for T!LC. Here, briefly, are three highlights from my time away. 
 

Germany  – May 31 – June 5 – We flew to Munich and spent several days exploring the city and the  
surrounding area, which included a day at the Dachau  concentration camp. It was a sad and sobering day 
as we studied the history of the camp, and the horrors that occurred there. It was another stark reminder of 
our sinful condition and of our great capacity as human beings to commit acts of cruelty and evil towards 
others. The cold and rainy weather we experienced that day made us wonder how anyone survived more 
than a year in such harsh conditions and with such inhumane treatment.  
 

We also traveled by train to Bavaria  and spent a couple of days in Oberammergau where we were able to 
see the seven hour Passion Play which this small town has performed every ten years since 1634, when 
the Lord delivered their village from the bubonic plague. With a cast of 2,000 from this little town of 4,500 
people, it is a huge commitment for them to give 102 performances from May 15 through Oct. 3. Almost all 
performances are completely sold out in the amphitheater which holds 6,000 people.  
 

England  – June 6 – June 12– We flew to London and took the train to Sheffield. We spent the next four 
days attending a “Pilgrimage”  hosted by 3d Ministries , St. Thomas Crookes Parish, and St. Thomas 
Philadelphia Parish. This is where the 3d Ministries movement began, the same movement that has come 
to the United States and which is coaching us as we infuse this spiritual DNA (Covenant/Kingdom, and  
discipleship principles learned through the triangle, circle, and semi-circle) into the life of our congregation. 
We experienced wonderful teaching and worship, but most of all it was interesting and exciting to see how 
this lifestyle of discipleship is being lived out in two churches who have been on this path for a number of 
years.  There is close to total alignment in all of their ministries, whether it is children’s ministry or some kind 
of adult ministry. Huddles are the primary context in which people are “discipled” and equipped to be disci-
ple-makers; and missional communities  are the primary context in which people live their lives  
together and love/serve the people of Sheffield. 
 

A major “Kairos” for me is the amount of freedom missional communities are given in how they live and 
serve together. Each missional community has a leader(s), who is required to be huddled, and who is  
responsible for the mission (Out) of his or her community.  Examples of “outs” for missional communities 
include; ministering on Friday nights to prostitutes in the red light district, ministering to international  
students, soccer outreach to Muslim children, prayer ministry in the city parks, and “Love Sheffield” which 
are random acts of kindness to the people of the city. In addition, St. Thomas Crookes even cancels  
Sunday services one day a month and everyone in the congregation is expected to be “out” loving and  
serving the people of Sheffield. 
 

Continued on page 5……. 
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For Care Ministries  
Assistance . .  

During Church 
Office Hours:    

Please call 402.292.2695 

All Other Times:    
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice  
mail number 402.292.7633 and leave 
a message.  You will be contacted by 
a Care Ministries staff person or a 
pastor.  This number is checked four 
to six times daily. 
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Are you in 
need of 
prayer?  James 5:13-16 commands us to 
call for the elders of the church to pray over 
us.  Healing Prayer Team members are 
available in the Prayer Chapel every week-
end immediately following each service. 
You are invited and encouraged to come for 
healing and other personal prayer needs. 

The Power of God in 
Prayer! 

 

“I tell you to believe that you 
have received the things you 
ask for in prayer, and God 
will give them to you.”  
(Mark 11:24 ISB) 
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 28"Come to me, all you who are weary and  
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." 
 

In our modern culture it may seem very unnatural to put a 
heavy wooden yoke around our necks and travel side by side 
with someone.  To be in such a submissive position goes 
against our nature, after all, we pride ourselves on being inde-
pendent – strong and self sufficient.  However, God calls us to 
live in such a way with him.  When we are yoked to Christ he 
pours his peace and comfort upon us.  We are renewed and 
restored from the trials of our lives.  We are being trained by 
the Master who showers us with his comfort.     

Our Savior doesn’t tell us he will take our burdens from us.  
Only when travel with him, will our burdens will be lighter than 
before.  Walking in tandem with Jesus not only lightens our 
soul, but teaches us how to lighten the burdens of another.  He 
gives us a model for helping carry the burdens of another who 
is in pain and need of rest.  “Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me”, Jesus says.  The Apostle Paul teaches us God com-
forts us in, “all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort 
those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God.” (2 Corinthians 1:4)  We may not 
have the strength to comfort each other, but when we are 
yoked with Christ, the comfort we give others in their time of 
need comes from the love Christ pours out upon us.  “For as 
the sufferings of Christ overflows to us, so our comfort over-
flows through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:5)   

Jesus is the bearer of all burdens and we are the instruments 
of faith he uses to bring comfort to the world.  My prayer for 
God’s people at T!LC is that we would all come unto Christ to 
find rest, to learn how to comfort one another, and bring the 
comfort and truth of his Gospel to all who need to be healed by 
the Master’s hand. 
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Assessment of Coronary Heart Disease 
 
Coronary heart disease is the leading cause of mortality in the United States.  It is responsible for 1 out of every 5 
deaths. 
 

Treatment of heart disease has resulted in a 50% decrease in deaths from heart attacks over the last 30 years.  How-
ever, less than two thirds of patients at high risk of heart disease are using therapies that have been proven to reduce 
the risk of initial events. 

 
Therefore, improving delivery of primary clinical p revention strategies is an important health 
priority.  Patients with established heart disease are in the highest risk group.  These patients 
should receive aggressive medical treatment regardl ess of their risk factors.  This includes 
aspirin and cholesterol lowering medication. Preven tative medication also should be consid-
ered for those with modest levels of a few risk fac tors. 
 
“Global CHD risk calculation ” is an approach which has been proven superior in estimating risk of 
heart disease.  This calculation can assist health care providers in identifying patients at moderate to 

high risk who stand to benefit the most from preventative medication.  It may also reduce the chance that patients are 
more likely to be harmed than helped from such therapy. (For example, individuals that may suffer complications from 
use of aspirin.) 
 
This calculation is based upon age, total cholester ol or LDL (low density) cholesterol levels, HDL (hi gh density) 
cholesterol levels, blood pressure, presence of dia betes, and use of tobacco.  Points are assigned for  each of 
these levels and a comparative risk can be determin ed.  From this comparative risk, recommendations fo r use 
of aspirin, and cholesterol lowering products can b e logically made to each individual patient. 
 
An example of this calculation is the following: 
-A 53-year-old man who smokes and has high blood pressure has a 20% chance of developing heart disease over the 
next 10 years. 
-if he stops smoking, his global risk is reduced to 10% 
-if he stops smoking, and takes medication for high blood pressure, his risk is reduced to 7%. 
-if he stops smoking, lowers blood pressure, and takes daily aspirin, his risk is reduced to 5%. 
 
Therefore, this calculation can be used to effectively motivate individuals  to modify their lifestyle and statistically see 
how they can lower the risk of heart attacks.  Obviously, for the individuals who are on top of things, it is best to modify 
the risk factors without the necessity of a risk calculation.  Exercise daily, avoid tobacco products, maintain an ideal 
body weight (which decreases risk of diabetes and high blood pressure), are the best methods to lifelong good health.  
Not only will these factors decrease risk of heart disease, but also decrease risk of cancer, stroke and accidental illness. 
 
However, many individuals have a genetic tendency t oward abnormal cholesterol profiles, elevated blood  pres-
sure and other inheritable illnesses.  This global risk reduction calculation gives additional informa tion on how 
important it is to control risk factors and engage in appropriate treatment where possible. 
 
This score can be calculated with the knowledge of your cholesterol levels and blood pressure on the following website: 
http://hp2010.nhlbihin.net/atpiii/calculator.asp?usertype=prof#moreinfo 
 
· This is from the National Heart Lung and Blood Institute which is a division of the National 

Institutes of Health. 
· Please use this information in conjunction with your health professional in determining 

what treatments are best for you. 
 
Please contact the T!LC Care Ministries Team if you have any questions. 
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Handy Person Ministry……  

The GSI (Good Samaritan Initiative)  

This ministry opportunity is up and run-
ning!  If you have questions or need help 
with a project; call or email now and we 
can get you connected with people that 
can help you! 

 
It is not too late to be a part of the team  - sign  up  
today! 
 

Who are our neighbors?  We are all neighbors. In the story 
of the Good Samaritan, Jesus defined a neighbor as any-
one who has a need.  Jesus was the perfect neighbor be-
cause he lived in 3 dimensions (plus he was the Son of 
God.)    We are all called to live in 3-D: Developing  
relationships, discovering stories, and discerning next 
steps. 
 

As a congregation who is discerning God’s steps for us, we 
have found many ways to reach out to our neighbors:  the 
Easter Egg hunt, block parties and serving in a variety of 
ways.  In addition, we are excited to launch Handy Person 
Ministry……The GSI (Good Samaritan Initiative)  this 
spring and summer.  Here is how it could works.  Recently, 
someone told me the story of  a single mother of two who 
lived with a leaky faucet in her home for several months.  
The neighbor who she was talking to (TLC member) asked 
why this had been going on so long.  Her simple reply was 
that “she didn’t have the tools or expertise to fix it”.  The 
neighbor offered to find some help.  After a few quick 
phone calls, an individual from TLC came over and fixed 
the leak.  She was incredulous that a stranger would  
perform this act of kindness.  His reply was that “God has 
been so good to me that I just wanted to pass the blessing 
along.” 
 

It is from this story that the Good Samaritan Initiative was 
born.  Quite simply, we would like to compile a list of skilled 
individuals available to assist our neighbors with minor re-
pairs/projects.   You will not be on-call, nor expected to 
tackle large projects or pay for materials. 
 

If you are interested please e-mail me at  
pastordavid@thanks-giving.org, or call the church office at 
292-2695. 
 

Blessings! 
Pastor David 

Short Term Mission Trip to 
the  

Dominican Republic 
 

Looking for Skilled (Carpenters,  
Computer skilled, Electricians) 

or Unskilled (even Pastor David 
goes!) to share God’s love in 

the DR.  The trip is planned for January 2011. 
  

Email Pastor David at 
pastordavid@thanks-giving.org or  

 

Mike Albers at  
malbers@qualitytm.com  

with questions. 

I invite you to embark upon the journey of a 
lifetime! Whether it’s the first time or a return 
trip, to walk in the steps of Jesus will be an 
inspiring experience. See the stories you’ve 
read or heard over the years come alive! Re-
affirm your baptism in the waters of the Jor-
dan River where Jesus was baptized. 

Visit Bethlehem where Jesus was born, Nazareth where Jesus 
grew up and worked as a carpenter and Jerusalem - the holy city 
that was witness to the death and resurrection of our Lord.  Can 
you imagine crossing the Sea of Galilee as Jesus calmed the 
storm, walking through the Mount of Olives as Jesus prayed with 
His disciples or being present when Jesus turned water into wine 
in Cana? This is but a glimpse of the drama that will unfold as we 
relive the life of Christ.  What better faith enriching opportunity 
that will make the Bible come alive than to trod the path our Sav-
ior walked. Come and join the group for 10 days of inspiration, 
growth, fun and fellowship in Israel. You will never be the same! 
To enhance the wonder of such a trip, we will share special de-
votions at key points along the way corresponding to the places 
we visit. 

The tour includes round trip airfare from Omaha, accommoda-
tions at first class hotels, Israeli breakfast and dinner daily, com-
prehensive sightseeing throughout and all entrance fees per the 
itinerary. I would be honored to have you join the group as we 
experience together the awesome sights of the Holy Land. Here 
is your invitation to reserve a place and make this a significant 
highlight in your Christian pilgrimage. 

In addition to the tour of the Holy Land;  
Petra, Jordan has just been added as an 
optional 2 night extension.  Petra is one of 
the Seven New Wonders of the World and 
chosen by the BBC as one of “the 40 places 
you have to see before you die”.  

In Christ,   Pastor David Witkop 
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I was also very impressed with the level of spiritual maturity and leadership from the staff of these two 
churches, many of whom were quite young. Most of them had been trained in a one-year post-college course 
called “Form.” Limited to about twelve graduates per year, the participants are given free room and board in 
the home of a church family, are expected to work part time in the community, and are trained part-time by the 
church staff. The result is a leadership pipeline that annually produces mature and equipped disciples. With 
new huddles being launched this fall as well as the birthing of a couple of missional communities, I came 
away from Sheffield believing that the Lord has prepared and positioned T!LC very well as we move forward 
with all that we are learning. 
 

Minneapolis  – July 31 – Aug.1 – Suzanne and I also enjoyed a “youth group” reunion with the kids we had in 
our youth group (1982-1992) at Calvary Lutheran Church, in Golden Valley, Minnesota.  Many of them  
returned with their spouse and with their own children – some of whom are now teenagers – how deliciously 
ironic! We enjoyed a banquet on Saturday night with many pictures and stories; and I had the privilege of 
preaching (on Kairos moments) at all four services on Sunday morning, and “the kids” sang at the services. It 
was a humbling and wonderful blessing to see them all again, and to hear how the Lord had worked in their 
lives through that ministry! 
 

Blessings! 
 

Continued from page 1….. 

 
 
 
 
 
· Are you a stay-at-home mom or dad? 
· Are you a working parent and have Thursday 

mornings off? 
· Would you enjoy some Christian fellowship with 

other parents? 
If so, then Parents At Home is for you! 

 

Parents At Home is a group of parents that meets weekly 
to “encourage and build up one another” (1 Thessalonians 
5:11).  Our mission is to provide Christian support for  
parents in our church and community, through fellowship, 
prayer, worship and service.  We invite any interested 
moms and dads to join us… 
  

When do we meet?   Thursday mornings from 9:00-11:00 
a.m. when Bellevue Public Schools are in session (August 
19, 2010 through mid-May).  
 

Where do we meet?   Come to the Chain Reaction Room 
at Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church’s South Campus  
Building (next to T!LC Preschool, facing 36th Street).  
 

What do we do?   Each week we have a different class or 
activity planned.  Some classes are taught by group  
participants while other times we invite guest  
speakers.  Once a month we enjoy a Bible study and  
discussion. 
 

What about the little ones?   Your children are welcome 
to stay in the well-staffed nursery in the main church  
building.  We also offer a preschool enrichment program 
designed for 4 & 5 year olds. 
 

How can I find out more?   For more information please 
call Joy Lee at 402-953-1508 or Dana Clow at  
402-292-1870. 

Women’s Book Study  
Women’s Book Study will  
resume at 7:00 PM on Monday, 
September 13; at the Leawood 
III home of  Karen Rowell.  To 
reach Karen’s home at 13406 S. 
27th Circle, go south on 25th 
Street, past Capehart Road and 
the Base Hospital.  Turn right onto Nottingham and  
immediately left on Sheridan Road.  Turn right on 
South 27th Circle.  Karen’s home is the first one on 
the left. 
 

We will again study a Beth Moore video series,   
Jesus, The One and Only.  “Come along on a life 
changing journey which will lead you through the 
hills of Galilee with the Teacher, across the lake 
with the Master, and finally, on the road toward the 
cross with the Savior.”  Karen, our discussion 
leader, will order the workbooks at a cost of $17.50 
each.  Please have your payment to her no later 
than September 1st.   If you miss getting your 
money in by that date, call Karen at 291-2401 and 
she will tell you where you can purchase the book 
locally.  The group very much enjoyed a Beth Moore 
series last year.     
 

Call Karen or co-hostess Diane Wink 292-1012  
(or email ronwink50@msn.com) to let one of them 
know you will be attending. Please feel free to enjoy 
the evening with us to see if you might be interested 
in participating in the series.  We always welcome 
new folks and do remind all to skip the fresh  
perfume and hair spray that evening as one of our 
members has a chemical allergy. 
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Thrivent Choice 
What is Thrivent Choice?   
Thrivent Choice is a new program that lets members help choose where Thrivent Financial gives back. The program will get 
more members involved in helping determine how Thrivent Financial distributes its charitable funds. Thrivent Choice also  
supports Lutheran organizations and congregations that are important to our members.  
 
Choice Dollars SM is Here   
The launch of Thrivent Choice continues with the introduction of Choice Dollars. In July and August, eligible benefit members 
will receive a letter with information on their designated Choice Dollars for 2010 and details on how they can help direct Choice 
Dollar funds to thousands of Lutheran organizations and congregations. The letter will also include the Terms and Conditions 
of the Thrivent Choice program. Here are some basics on how the program will work:  
 

· How do I help direct the Choice Dollars designated to me?  Once you receive your Choice Dollars letter this summer, 
 you can visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and at the prompt, say "Thrivent 
 Choice."�
· Where can I help direct the Choice Dollars designat ed to me?  You can help direct funding to more than 17,000 �
 national and local Lutheran organizations in the Thrivent Choice catalog, including Lutheran camps, schools,  
 seminaries, campus ministries—even your local Lutheran congregation�
· What if my preferred Lutheran organization isn’t lis ted in the Thrivent Choice catalog?  Complete the “Recommend 
 an Organization” form and we will follow up with the organization. If it qualifies and is approved, we will add it to the 
 program. Although thousands of organizations have enrolled in Thrivent Choice, there are some that haven't yet.�
· Can I split my designated Choice Dollars between or ganizations?  Yes, you can help direct your designated Choice 
 Dollars to as many organizations as you like from our catalog. (Minimum direction is $5 to each organization.)�
· Can I automatically help direct my designated Choic e Dollars to an organization?  Yes, you can set up a recurring 
 direction on the Thrivent Choice website. It’s an easy way to request and recommend funding for an organization that 
 you care about on an ongoing basis. By setting up a recurring direction:�
�

· Choice Dollars are directed when the balance reaches $10 or more.�
· You only have to set up the process once.�
· You're able to change or remove it at any time.�
· You will receive an email notification prior to each recurring direction.�
�

Do Choice Dollars expire?  Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the  
following year. For example, you can help direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2010 until March 31, 2011.�
If you are a Thrivent member and are eligible to direct funding through the Choice Dollars program please know that  
Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church and the Tender Loving Care Preschool are approved organizations to receive funding through 
the Choice Dollars program. 
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“Anyone who welcomes a little child on my behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes 
not only me but also my Father who sent me.”  (NLT, Mark 9:37). 

You won’t have to look far to find me at T!LC.  I will be the one in the lower level Children’s Ministry office lovingly keep-
ing all the Sunday School balls in the air:  scheduling volunteers, training teachers, determining which class is held in 
which room, setting up lesson plans, sorting through supplies, making class room materials, discussing activities with 
parents, and the list goes on.  Unfortunately, the list of volunteers is not as long as the list of work that needs to be done 
for our children’s spiritual lives. 

NEVER IN MY WILDEST DREAMS   

Never in my wildest dreams did I see myself where I am now in my walk with Christ.  As a child, I didn’t grow up in the 
church.  When I was little, I believed in God and Jesus, but I didn’t really know who He was and what that belief meant.  
Looking back now, I think how amazing it would have been if someone had taught me about Jesus; I could have felt the 
assurance that I belonged to Him before the harsh realities of the world came crashing in.  When I was in third grade, my 
parents divorced and then I lived with my dad.  As I got older, I pursued a career as an elementary school teacher and 
married.  My husband Richard and I attended church a few times a year, maybe on Easter and Christmas.  In 2001, 
when Richard passed away, it was probably natural for me to feel empty.  I was at a point where I felt truly alone.  I tried 
to keep up a happy and secure façade, but I was unfocused and overwhelmed with worry.  I realized that I had led a self-
centered life and hadn’t thought too much about anyone else.  

FRIENDS ENCOURAGING FRIENDS 

My life turned around when a friend invited me to join her in pursuit of a church home, and we found ourselves at a Jubi-
lation service at T!LC.    I was surrounded by such joyful music and energetic people.  I remember thinking “WOW!”  We 
sang a song declaring Jesus was awesome, and it hit me like a ton of bricks. I had never heard the word “awesome” 
used to describe Jesus.  I thought “why not?” If anyone is awesome, it sure should be Jesus.  T!LC services quickly be-
came the highlight of my week.   

In my first steps walking with God, I found that sometimes my friend walked behind me, pushing me a little; and other 
times she walked in front of me, pulling me along.  But really, most of the time, we walked beside each other, two friends 
learning about God together. 

CLEANSING STREAM MINISTRIES MINISTERED TO ME 

You ever watch a morning glory flower wake up?  At dawn, its petals are tight and closed in its slumber, but when the 
sun shines on it, you witness the splendor of its color, fragrance, and design as it opens up to greet the warmth of the 
day.  That was what coming to know God was like for me.  The more I learned about Christ, the more my heart opened 
to the promptings of the Holy Spirit.  I believe it was the work of the Holy Spirit that led me to Adult Discipleship Classes.   

Cleansing Stream was one of the most life changing classes for me.  I went through the Cleansing Stream Retreat twice, 
each time breaking down barriers that were inhibiting my ability to enjoy a closer relationship with God.  I conquered two 
of my biggest stumbling blocks: the generational influences passed down over the years within my family and self-guilt.  I 
experienced the overwhelming sense of peace that comes from accepting God’s forgiveness and learned how to forgive 
myself.  Cleansing Stream helped me break unholy strongholds that Satan used to keep me from realizing the good 
things that God had for my life.  Then, I took the next step and attended Cleansing Stream Discipleship classes which 
prepared me to participate as part of the ministry team in our last retreat. Cleansing Stream Ministries taught me that 
walking with God is a daily life style change.  It is a transformation of desiring His will for me over my own.  It is all about 
surrender. 

WELCOMING LITTLE CHILDREN 

I know it is the prompting of the Holy Spirit that guides me to focus on Jesus’ instruction to welcome children as I accept 
the privilege to serve Him as the Children’s Ministry Director.  During my thirty three years as an elementary school 
teacher, it became clear that children’s hearts are precious and sensitive.   There are so many things in this world to pull 
them away from God.  Maybe I can make a difference for Jesus in their little lives.  Maybe you can, too?  At least, that is 
my prayer.  Amen!   

The Life of Discipleship:   Walking in the Covenant , building the Kingdom  

A Testimony of Connie Barnhart 
Written by: Pat Meyer 
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FROM CONNIE……… 

We’re off and running in Sunday School! Well......maybe the adults aren’t running, but we are moving 
quickly to keep up with the energy and excitement we feel from the children each Sunday morning. 
 
Our motto this year is “Growing in God.” We expect our children to grow in size and knowledge, but 
sometimes forget that without spiritual growth, their success will not be balanced.  It is the Children’s 
Ministry goal to not only guide our children to grow in the good news of Jesus Christ, but to also  
connect families to their children’s Sunday School experiences by providing them with tips and  
strategies to use at home. Look for  these in the Family Sunday School Newsletter that will be sent  
home the first Sunday of each month. The first newsletter will go home on September 12 .  
(No Sunday School on September 5-Labor Day weekend.) We will also offer several Family Funday 
Sundays throughout the year. One is scheduled for Sunday, October 24th after the 11:00 service and 
the next one will be on November 24th. Watch future newsletters for more details.   
 
 As our children are “Growing in God”, all of us working with them will grow right along with them.  We 
get to see Jesus through the eyes of a child, with that wonderful openness that we once all had  
before we were introduced to the world’s view of life.  I was reminded of this when I gave the  
children’s message at church a few weeks back. Some of the best parts of the children’s message 
come from the children themselves, although the congregation does not always get to hear them.  At 
one service, after I stated that God is invisible but with us everywhere we go, one very young boy 
looked at me and in all seriousness said,” You know.... I’ve heard that is true.”Another young child 
asked me, ”Did you know that God is also in your heart ?”  For a moment I was at a loss for words!  
(I better not hear laughter from those of you that know me.) God through the eyes of a child is totally 
awesome! 
 
We are still in need of Shepherds (Teachers) for 9:30 and 11:00 Sunday School. If you would like to 
serve in the Children’s Ministry, but cannot commit each Sunday, please consider : 
 
· Praying for our children and the Ministry Team 
 
· Cutting and pasting activities for the 3 and 4 years olds 
 
· Volunteer to help with the Christmas Program 
 
Please contact me if you are interested in any of the above. 
 
childmin@thanks-giving.org 
�
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This exciting club ministry is offered during the school year to all children ages 3 through 6th grade. An  
emphasis is placed on learning God’s Word through an effective memorization plan, enjoying a fast paced and 
unique game time, and great group sessions filled with Bible based teaching, music and more. This time tested 
international ministry has been used to effectively reach children for decades. We are so pleased to be able to 
have it as a large part of our overall ministry to families.  
 
There are individual classes for all ages with a dynamite adult to child ratio. Our workers are competent,  
compassionate, caring, and just plain cool!  Achievement is highly encouraged through a positive system of 
awards and rewards. The kids in our church simply love Awana. We think your kids will too.  
Awana runs through the school year on Wednesday nights from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Preschoolers meet  
downstairs in room Y-102, while all other clubbers meet upstairs in the Family Life Center.  
 
There are four clubs within our Awana ministry: 
  
   Cubbies – Boys & Girls ages 3 to 5, who are potty trained and will enter Kindergarten no later than Fall 2012 
  
   Sparks – Boys & Girls in Kindergarten, 1st grade or 2nd grade 
  
   Truth and Training (T&T) Ultimate Adventure – Boys & Girls in 3rd or 4th grade 
  
   Truth and Training (T&T) Ultimate Challenge – Boys & Girls in 5th or 6th grade  
  
Volunteers who facilitate the program are parents, grandparents, and young adults with a love for seeing  
children come to know Jesus as they learn to keep His Word, the Bible, in their hearts through memorization.  

Check out TLC’s Awana Ministry at www.thanks-giving.org.  Find us under the Kids/Youth tab. 
 

 
 
 

As the September newsletter goes to print we are looking forward to a fantastic kick-off to our Awana Club  
ministry on August 25th.  Our team of volunteers has grown, training is complete, and registrations are flowing 
in.  Our first night of Club will be Wednesday, September 1st and we are ready for a phenomenal year!    
Wait…you say you haven’t registered your children ye t?  No worries…church and community children may 
join at any point during the school year, even when the program is in full swing!  To register simply print out the  
Registration Forms located on the Awana page of TLC’s website.  Then come in a few minutes early on any 
Wednesday night so we can get your children plugged in! 
 

Still have more questions? Contact Barb Kotila at 402.292.2695 or awana@thanks-giving.org.  

What do kids say after they have been to Awana? 

“Can we go back?” 

Why do they ask? 

Because Awana Clubs are fun for boys and girls! 
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The T!LC Library Corner 

It’s Your Library! 

September 2010 
 

The month of September has arrived and the choice of bible studies and programs that are 
being offered by T! LC continues to grow each year; with learning experiences available for 
all ages. 
 

Did you ever wonder if a word or verse had another meaning while reading scripture? Are you curious about 
what was going on in the world during biblical times and specifically individuals who coexisted during this  
period?  And what about the appearance of a region or town during biblical times or just how many times a 
phrase or word was used throughout the bible?  Answers to these questions are available! You have helped 
expand the reference section by your donations. Since 2009, this section has expanded to several new 
shelves!  Along with all the new books;  DVD’s and VHS tapes have been added, relating to people and times 
of the bible and this is yet  another avenue that can help you expand your knowledge and understanding and 
give you food for thought as to how the world then and now compare.   
 
 

Last month I introduced a quick overview on new books on the library cart. Check these out when you find 
yourself in the Narthex…. 
 

Emotional Phases of a Woman’s Life by Jean Lush with Patricia H. Rushford 
 “Helping women understand and appreciate their emotions” 
Embrace Grace by Liz Curtis Higgs 
 “The forgiven life. The grace-filled life. It begins with an embrace.” 
No Perfect People Allowed by John Burke 

“Creating the right culture. Inspiring stories from real people once far from God, to practical ideas that 
can be applied by any local church. A refreshing vision of the potential and power of the Body of Christ 
to transform lives today.  

Fire by Night by Lynn Austin 
 The civil war setting of people deceived, desperate, shattered and through all this discover Love.  

Lynn Austin has won the Christy Awards for her historical novels and is a popular speaker at confer-
ences, retreats and various church and school events. 

 

More children’s books are being added to the Book Nook; along with bibles that can help the little ones  
understand scripture. What a wonderful way for the family to spend time together and getting them familiar 
with using their bible. 
 

Your generous donations keep arriving and we accept them with a sincere thank-you that you are willing to 
share with the entire congregation.  With all these new additions and future placement on the shelves, some 
of the books that have not been checked out for sometime will now be set aside for the book sale in October. 
Make sure you check out the sale! Perhaps a book you have thought to read but never got around to it will be 
for sale!   
 

And last, if you have books you’d like to donate for sale, just drop them off in the library. The Book Sale is 
scheduled for Sat. Oct. 23 and Sunday October 24 th. Reminders will be in the messenger the preceding 
weeks in October.  
 

Until next month, God’s peace to all! Vicki D 
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Mid Size Community:  A Place for  
Discipleship 

If you are interested in discovering a new type 
of Christian community that is centered around 
the Biblical principles of discipleship please go 
to http://tlcmidsize.blogspot.com  This is a 

site that we have set up specifically for the mid-size commu-
nity.  Or feel free to call hosts Rob and Janine Wegner at 
293-9060 or j9wegner@cox.net  
 

We meet each Monday evening at 6pm in the home of Rob 
and Janine Wegner for fellowship, worship, outreach, and 
teaching. 

THANKSKI XVIII  
 

SNOWBOARDING     CROSS COUNTRY      SKIING 
 

SNOWSKIERS, BOARDERS, 
SNOWMOBILERS and MOUNTAIN 
VACATIONERS:  
 
Now is the time to sign up for 
Thankski  XVIII, Saturday, January 

22 thru Wednesday, January 26, 2011. Our trip is  
designed for adults and teenagers accompanied by an 
adult. We will be staying in condos at Keystone and  
skiing Keystone, Vail and Breckenridge.  
 

Sign up and first payment acceptance will start on 
Sunday, September 19 th. Seats on the bus will go 
quickly. Therefore, sign up and receipt of the firs t 
payment establishes seat priority.  
 

The cost is $525 ($286 non skiers) per person for trans-
portation, condo, lift tickets, rental equipment and the 
common meal. The first payment of $265 is due by  
October 3rd. Give the payment and the completed sign 
up sheet to me at church, put in my folder in the church 
volunteer office or mail to me at 17305 Yucca Cir, 
Bellevue, NE 68123 . Handouts with information and 
sign up sheets are available in the Narthex. 
 

Questions?? Call RON WINK, 292-1012,  
ronwink50@msn.com .   

Dates to Remember: 
 

September 1—Cross Culture begins 
 
September 1—Small Groups/Adult  
 Education Classes begin 
 
Sept 2—Divorce Care, Divorce Care for 
 Kids, and Grief Share begin. 
 
Sept 4-6—Life Light in South Dakota 
 
Sept 6—Offices Closed for Labor Day Holiday 
 
Sept 7—Stephen Ministry Picnic 
 
Sept 8—Small Group Leader Forum 
 
Sept 10—Power Surge Adventure Night 
 
Sept 12—High School Mid Size begins 
 
Sept 12—Acolyte Training - 12:15pm 
 
Sept 14—Holy Land Tour Info Meeting 
 
Sept 10—Power Surge Adventure Night 
 
Sept 15—Member Orientation Class begins 
 
Sept 24-26—High Voltage Retreat 
 
Sept 25—Children’s Ministry Fellowship Lunch 
 
Sept 26—TLC Lunch Club visit to KROC Center 
 
Oct 3—Life in Covenant Community begins 
 
Oct 23 & 24 T!LC Library Book Sale 
 
Oct 23 & 24 Kids Against Hunger Outreach 
 
Oct 29 Cleansing Stream Retreat 
 
Oct 31 Confirmation Trick or Treat so Kids can Eat!  

Family Movie Night 
 

Join us Friday, Sept 24th @ 7pm for a movie in the family life center. 
We will be selling popcorn, drinks and treats for a small fee.  A free will  
donation can be given to KIDS AGAINST HUNGER .  Bring your pillows  

and enjoy watching a movie on the big screens. 
  

Contact Jan Pasteka at pasteka6@aol.com if you have questions. 
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PROBLEM:  Do you ever find yourself saying “The church is 
so crowded.  It seems like there are too many people I don’t 
know.” 
 

SOLUTION:  The T!LC Dinner Pack Club! 
 

All are welcome to participate.  The Dinner Pack is comprised of three couples, or two couples and two singles, or one  
couple and four singles.  Whichever way you add them up, as long as there is a total of 6 people. The goal is to meet for 
three dinners in the next three months.  The host couple provides the main dish, drinks and hors d’oeuvres (optional) and the 
others provide either a salad or side dish. 
 

It is a great evening of Christian fellowship in which the evening can be spent just talking, playing games or doing whatever!  
Give it a try and get to know your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Sign up today by placing your name in the offering plate, 
signing up on our website or emailing Marissa Pepper at mandjpepper@hotmail.com.  If you have questions call the church 
office at 292-2695. 
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Plan your Lenten journey for next year now!  From J esus birth in Bethlehem to 

the empty garden tomb, join us.  For more informati on  
call Pastor David at 292-2695,  

or e-mail Pastor David at pastordavid@thanks-giving.org . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving! Lutheran  
 will reach out to our community by 
holding our 4th Sunday of the Month Lunch 
Club  at the Salvation Army Kroc Center , located 
at 28th and Y Streets in South Omaha. In addition 
to having lunch at the facility, guests from T!LC will 
tour the $40 million facility and learn about the 
various programs offered by the Kroc Center. The 
122,000+ square foot facility offers holistic enrich-
ment for the physical, emotional and spiritual de-
velopment of its members.  
 

A buffet lunch will be offered for $10/Adult and  
$5/Kids.  Please register at the Welcome Center 

or by emailing Sara Zivny at  
sara@thanks-giving.org  

 

You are encouraged to take advantage of this  
opportunity to learn more about this  
community center and all it has to  
offer on September 26! 

 

To learn more about the  
Salvation Army Kroc Center, go to 

http://omahakroc.org 

Blanketing our Community, Nation and World with 
God’s Love 

 

With the start of the school year our T!LC family is  
planning numerous mission and outreach activities. 
Take a look at just a few of them: 
· The Children’s Sunday School classes will be col-

lecting hats, gloves and scarf’s for Open Door Mis-
sion to include with Christmas gifts provided to 
needy children.   

· Wednesday night Awana will partner with Desert 
Ministries outreach to the elderly in living facilities.   

· We are energizing the entire T!LC community 
around our Kids Against Hunger packaging event 
on October 23-24th.   

· Project Serve Day on November 13th will provide a 
variety of serve opportunities with our mission 
partners (learn more about our partners under the 
Outreach menu at the T!LC web site).  

· Preparations are underway for a January 2011 
mission trip to the Dominican Republic.   

 

All this and more in only the first three months!  
 

These activities come together with a single focus – 
Blanketing our Community, Nation and World with 
God’s Love – and this is our theme for this school 
year’s mission and outreach.   
 

I encourage you and your family to become more mis-
sion-minded and creative in choosing activities that 
carry out our theme – and don’t forget to invite your 
friends and neighbors to get involved!  
 

Send us an email on how you are making this theme a 
part of your life so we can share your ideas with oth-
ers— just drop a note to  
harnedco@hotmail.com.  Look for these and other 
ideas for blanketing the world with God’s love in  
future newsletters. 
Your Outreach Partner 
Karen Harned 
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OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging  to the Family of God,  

Believing  in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming  Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
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